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A LAte ArchAic / eArLy cLAssicAL Greek reLief 
with two hopLites

(Ny cArLsberG GLyptotek iN 2787)

by J a n  s t u b b e  Ø s t e r g a a r d  and A d a m  s c h w a r t z

Ny cArLsberG GLyptotek iN 2787: bAsic DescriptioN

T                    
carlsberg Glyptotek in 1929 by the then director, frederik poulsen, on the art market in par-

 1         A         
2                     

   3  T          
      T            

                  
            T      

   
T                 
                    

holes drilled for insertion of metal pins or hooks
T                 

 T              T  

1            L       
               

    H                
   /             H  
                G  
    A    

2 T                   A  
       A   A   A     

      
3               T    

     
 this feature is found on some classical funerary reliefs, such as that of chairedemos and Lykeas from salamis 

 A        A         
     C         H R  G       

               



2 a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

C   C  G          

A    A    
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A          

A   



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

               
stelai                  

                 
       R    G        

             

brief reseArch history

         H     
               

  CE       A     H   
                   

  CE           7

T               A   
   C   H            

to study the Archaic antecedents of the classical Attic reliefs to understand the latter8

G  A  R        A  A  G  
9                

has, to our knowledge, been discussed at any length only by reinhard stupperich in 197711  
H               

    T           
T               

    A  A         12    
         G       

 G  T             
sculpture and constitutes a close stylistic parallel, with a concomitant bearing on the issue of 
dating13          A     

   A            
               A -

               

A         R    T         
    G   

 
7          T       

        
8   
9 R   

R    
11     
12        /         

  
13 G      T                  

relation of the left arm to the scabbard of the sword and the relation of the upper edge of the shield to the face of 
       

A    
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              polyandrion from the burial ground 
of the city state, the dēmosion sēma         A

H R  R ACE A G  

T               
of ×3 magnifying glasses  A          

              
     T         

              A  
                

              -
         H           

              -
    

T                
            L  

   T          
   T            

                
guidelines for the polychromy in the form of ornamental borders17       

          E       
       L  18

T              A     
                 

the little we know of the polychromy of Archaic Attic reliefs19  T       
demonstrate how colour increases the readability of the motif  T    -

                  G  
T     A            A  
sculpture was highlighted by the installation almost side by side of two casts of the stele of 
A                 

  T             -
           

A                
T                    

      
17                 T        

       
18      T      
19      A     R      

T            G  T  C      



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

A         

A      
incised line on the left framing band

A          

A      
incised line on the right framing band
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      im einzelnen auch noch fehlen mag, den 
        -

            
Gypsabgüsse daneben auch für den nicht allzu weit zurücktretenden beschauer sehr 

      H     -
  21

T                  -
            -

    22  T           C  
A      T            

   A   23

E CR T   THE R T  THE RAG E T

                
                 

               
sort, often in two-dimensions rather than in relief  T        

                     
     A  

A                  -
         L   A    
                 

                  
        27          

        28

               
              H  

              -
                 
          

21 T                     -
                   

                     
             

22       
23   

C     R             A    
  L              

C    
 H    

27 C  R    
28              A      R   

   th  CE  A         



8 a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

T      
 A    T  

two casts of the stele of Aristion

 A  
interior from the collection of casts with two casts of the stele of Aristion
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T                 
     H             

             R    
from the side of the foot to the arch of the foot sole is plastically rendered by a slight ridge 

 H                   
 T          H          

his raised left arm, at a slight inwards angle, the shield’s lower edge resting on the ground and 

A   A  
 EA     A



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

     29             
that the tendon of the palmaris longus       T     

             A         
            T     

                  
     T          G    

     
the crouching hoplite is not alone: another person stands upright behind him, also facing 

                    
                 

                   
  T                 
                    

      H           
      H            -

                 31  

29 A       
 A                  A     

H    
31 Pace    A     

A     
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recoNstrUctioN

             
base are taken from the Aristion stele, while the palmette is that of the stele of Antigenes32  

                
      T          

         T        
                   

                 
                   -

               T   
of helmet is determined by our belief that in a funeral monument, the face of the deceased 

      T       C    
C  T                 

                 
         C        

               
      G       T     

                 
A                 

                  
           R      

               
               

                  
            

              

CT   A R ATE ERAR  E T

               T  
      A    A  R      

doubt because of the unusual motif and what she saw as an unusual width, referring the reader 
        A      C  33  C -
                  

to him, it is a funerary relief, without any discussion  
 R               

            A  
      R         

    C            

32 R    
33 R       

A         



12 a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

  L  A            
     A    R         
              
 C            A  A   A  

               
  C              -

opmental scheme for the proportions of Attic stele shafts37

A                
   38  H       A      
              C -

   
in short, there are no compelling reasons for regarding our fragment as anything but funerary 

                 -
ary monument in the dēmosion sēma            
so, we would be dealing with a polyandrion, a monument set up for a larger group of hoplites, 
synecdochically represented by the two shown on the stele39     th century bce, 

             
              

CT   E  A E  E E  CL THE   
HAT  THE E AGE

T                 
     R            

                A   
classical art  H             

              , 
in some cases seen as ›idealisation‹ rather than heroisation  T      

               
        C   H         

     
R          

37 R    R    T                
          G           

    C   R    
38  /   
39         G   A   

T                E     
      E     T        

                 C   C   
his work  C  A              C  

  H       C          
  H                 
      H       H   H  

   H   H             
  C   L  

A     
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element of idealisation as minimal, the argument being that nudity was acceptable in certain 
             

               
              

G       G  
R   th  CE         

kouros type             -
damentally agonistic male culture, an aristocratic elite will communicate its superior social 

        T         
                

    A      A       
aretē                -

  T            
             aretē, foremost among 
 H        A    T        

                 
the patris and are thus distinguished by their aretē        andres 
agathoi              T   

              
             

            /     
                 

           anēr agathos and his andragathia .
                 

    th  CE          
              -

               
                 A   
                 
      T         
              

DAte AND styListic LANDscApe AttribUtioN

there has till now been almost complete agreement in regarding the fragment as the latest 
    A  A            CE  

     C   
  

            
  

        G   
  

   



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

    th          
                 

CE         
As for close parallels in function and style, the funerary stele of pollis so far stands alone 

          G    CE    -
erence to parallels, but by the ›poised for action‹ pose, seen as transitional between Late Ar-

  E  C                 
        T         

        C  
                

       L  A   E  C   
T                

            G    
               

           E  C    L  A  
A            E  C  -

                 
    E  C          

      A    A   A     -
   A  A       L  A  T      
          

      G      G      
   C      T        

                
        inselionisch landscape style and iconography would be 

             G     -
                  

        C  L  A      
    A

    R            /    
 A            C  

                
    

  G   AA     G     T  -
            H      L   

      H  R  G         T     
                     

 A  A   A        
  A      
    A        

            T        
          E  G           

     A   H      L       
              
  A  

                   
in the Late Archaic phase and speaks instead of a Late Archaic koinē  C  R       
T  G           C          
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  T    G    C  AA  
             



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

icoNoGrAphy AND recoNstrUctioN: 
THE H L TE  E E T A  T RE

the two hoplites stand sideways on the stele, facing left, the foremost hoplite crouching, the 
                  

 T                 -
                 

shown in an upright stance, holding his shield in an angle similar to that of his comrade, and 
   C            

               H   
                 

              
              

  A              
time of iN 2787, the combination of one bearded and one beardless hoplite is seen on the tondo 

 A       C       C  
and Lykeas          T  G     
not hoplites in combat: harmodios, the younger of the two, is beardless, Aristogeiton beard-
ed  T  L  A    A        

        A      
this combination may carry with it the connotation of an erastēs-erōmenos relationship

T                
hand: the spear is held at a downward slant, the spearhead resting on the ground at a point be-

       H          xiphos type in 
                -

                 T  
shield’s twin grip system of porpax and antilabē         

          T     
                  -

                 
                   

on the inside      T          
on iN 2787 as being what is left of the underside of the crouching hoplites’ upper left arm as it 

         T           
                 

             

 G   A        A         
      A        th  CE  H      

A       C     
C    
C  H    
C  H        C   L     H       

  /                A   
          T  G

 L  G  . CE        // /
/ / /    A  
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              itys) and protruding 

                   
                  

                
             

               
       A          
           

both are also clearly barefoot, as is in fact the case with all hoplites shown on the funerary 
               

               A    
          L   C     

    CE
T                 

                
                

its missing upper half, but certainly, the back of the crouching man is twisted slightly to his 
       T          

C       A         A  
/   A     L   C   A  -

   CE        

 A  
      A   



18 a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

   L  G      
 A    

   L  G      A   
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thrust through the porpax of the shield not horizontally (as it is regularly depicted in the case 
               

roughly corresponding to ›11 o’clock‹ on the shield circle, thus forcing the twisting of the up-
  T              

         
while depictions of hoplites do occur on Archaic Attic funerary stelai, mainly in the second 

   th century bce, they are shown standing, either nude, with or without armour, or 
          A         

other instance of an Archaic stele with what may be two hoplites       
               

  C            
               -

   
T    G             
     A    E  C       

rather than aesthetic function to be the primary role of Greek funerary images and therefore 
              -

               
       

CR CH G H L TE   THER AL E A

A                 
      A            

   CE  T             
                

similarities to iN 2787 were noted by frederik poulsen in 1929 on the outside of an Attic 
       CE     L   A    

               
     T            

A       C              
A   A    R       th  T   

           H R  G         
               A   R  -

                    
      T  /        

C  G        
     H   

T   H               A  
A   A           

     
 L  G   CE      A  

T                      
                    atimia

     .               -
                 

                     A -



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

                  
shoulder in a manner which does not seem preparatory to immediate action71    

                 -
                   T  

                
       

               A  .  
R                   

       H  
71    

     
to which the fragment iN 2787 belonged
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A  A       A         
wearing a full panoply and chalcidian helmet, assuming much the same posture yet again: left 

                
                   

A                 
                   
           porpax     

   CE            
          72

A  A       T          CE  
shows a warrior kneeling on one knee and supporting his shield (with an octopus blazon) pre-

                H  
spear is stuck into the ground at an angle, apparently by means of the saurotēr73.

A                 A  
  C    CE        

his left knee with his spear slanting downwards, though seen from the outside and facing left, 
                 

          C     H   
               

H              
      T   C    C  T -

   C          CE  T  
T                   

        CE  C         
G                 

         TR  T   A  
T                
     th  CE        

T      TA           -

72   T         A  A   
73 A                  

CE             AR 2  A    
    R    G           H  

as painter, a companion of the berlin painter in the workshop of phintias. robertson ascribes it to the berlin 
     CE            th  CE   

the action of putting on the corinthian helmet is closely paralleled on a Late Archaic funerary stele from ios (ios, 
A               T   

                       
CE      A    A  G    

  A     A          
  C  T  E  R     A         

A  
C          A       T  L  

   // / / /C   
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      pilos helmet and holding a spear as he crouches behind his 
shield  

T     G              
        G        

the current satrap of cilicia or cyrus the younger77  H     
                -

             G   
persian culture78  A  H              
G                

        G     79

T  C       CE        
             -
                

the Athenian commander chabrias against king Agesilaos of sparta in the battle at thebes 
in 378 bce81  T           C  

       82, secondly, it seems unlikely for 
chersonesos on the black sea to celebrate an otherwise entirely unrelated Athenian military 

      T          
             

face of it more plausible83

croUchiNG hopLites iN teXtUAL soUrces

               
              

      E        
 E     T          
              in 

              
crouching posture, but rather duelists warily circling each other, their knees bent in order to 

        

T      
77 T                    

G                    
             G    C   -

     C    H    C    
 C           

78                  
     G  

79 H     C   
A      A        

81 A   
82     
83 A    

E  .                 
            



23A Late Archaic/Early Classical Greek Relief with Two Hoplites

A famous passage from Diodoros showcases the Athenian commander chabrias’ cool head 
       C   A     -
                

the while their battle lines, and, leaning their shields against their knees, to wait with upraised 
it has become an accepted truth that chabrias had his mercenaries kneel in front of 

the enemy to show his kataphronēsis , seemingly because a (lost) statue of chabrias in the 
A        87   A     

           C   -
              C   

his troops to stand up in formation, spears held erect and shields rested on the ground, leaning 
against their knees88

                R  -
publican army: here, it was the standard combat readiness posture for the triarii    
T  triarii             -

              -
          89 Triarii were armed not 

             -
 L                

      
T                

iNterpretAtioN of the postUre As A soUrce
R C TE RAR  L TAR  RACT CE

T             -
            -

           
it is highly unusual for a warrior depicted on a relief to be crouching, as is the case with the 

              

             
                 
        .     C

  
87   E   
88 A                

   T          A      C  
                  

chabrias’ men are standing in a position that permits them to be ready for action at a moment’s notice, but still 
       T     C        A

         C      A   
                  

  
89 L   Triarii sub vexillis considebant sinistro crure porrecto, scuta innixa umeris, hastas suberecta cuspide 

in terra fixas, haud secus quam vallo saepta inhorreret acies, tenentes       R  
 ling. 

    



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

if at the same time it would present a confusing or incomprehensible image to contemporary 
91

T                 
            T 92  T    

        A        
this is probably the default posture, which also happens to be one well suited to the format of 
   93          A     

shown with their legs together, seemingly standing stock still, whereas classical depictions 
show hoplites either standing erect in the same way or, in a few cases, rushing forward to com-

              
           T    

                
      A   C  A       

features a kneeling or crouching person, warrior or otherwise
              
  C            

                  
                

        A       
hoplite appears to hold his shield out in front of him, held by the twin grip system and the rim 

    T           
                  

               -
            

the shield could be rested on the ground, leaning against one’s knee and ready to be picked 
up at a moment’s notice               

        T     
                

91 A        
92 T      C                 

    G            
93 R              A     A  

 T                  -
                       

                  R  
                     

                    
                    C     

      
E    R       A         -

  T         R            
G                  

  A     C            
T      C         H      

           A         
     C  A      C      
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 T            -
               

protection obtained from the closeness of the formation, more especially the large shields of 
   T           

weapons handling  A             A  
 C              
                

            
normally did not push this doctrine to its logical conclusion by hunkering down and so forcing 

              
           97

T              
                 

              -
              A  

               
               -

                  
               

               
the chests of the attacking horses, its saurotēr         

   T             
             

of the Archaic and classical periods was rarely used for frontal shock attacks on massed in-
                

         98  L    
            -

                
       99        
                 
        

2) while contemporary sources on occasion refer to archers in Greek armies of the Archaic 
and classical period             

              
             

 .    L  
97 T   hell.    
98  A              T  A    

a much later date (the 1st  CE              
              T     

  .   .  
99      

    A              
             A



a  t e  s t e r a a r   A a  c h wa rt

            -
         G      

          R  A         
     A         A        

       A            
   Dareios established a new coinage system drawing on the same imagery 

and displaying the king on gold coins as an archer in Knielauf, showing the theme’s centrality 
to persian identity and its embodiment of persian power  T       G  
who, while normally calling these coins ›darics‹ (dareikoi       
as ›archers‹ (toxotai)

T          CE      
       T            
                hero-
                  

               Aischylos, who 
             

       G       
the spear

Another indication that persian arrows were a serious concern to Greek hoplites is the ap-
     CE          

             
                  

                
apron‹ by scholars, its Greek name has not come down to us        

     A     A      
     L  A   E  C       

H              A  
                  T  

      A     E      -
         A            

  
      T             

  L      L            
              A      

 R  A   A             
    H  

  
 earliest record: iG i3    / CE      A       

  𐅒𐅏          A .  A . 
         

H                
     

A  .                      
                 

                 
     

A    T              
 R        
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           -
       

finally, it may be mentioned that contemporary depictions also show the use of bows in 
             A   

       A        
on the lower left of the tondo is hardly shown without reason, and we may in fact be tempted 

             111

          T       
the temple of Athena Aphaia feature a warrior dying as he grasps an arrow imbedded in his 
chest112  

             
 A                

                   
about to strike it113  T            

      G            
this formidable, ranged weapon, employed in large numbers by a skilled enemy, and to seek 

    T            T  
           T       
           CE      

                
the foremost hoplite on iN 2787  T         H    

     A     CE    G   
                

seems a reasonable assumption that part of its intended surprise was denying the persians the 
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coNcLUsioNs

since it is otherwise unknown in the sculpture that has come down to us, the peculiarity 
               

             -
      G             

 T          -
          G     

             
      

T              
with bows seems to be corroborated by the fact that, despite a seemingly total absence in writ-

            A      
                  

struck both by Greeks, presumably celebrating Greek military success, and by persians, seem-
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  T  C   C            G  
               

 T   C      C     A   
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stance at once recognisable and emblematic of their encounters with troops employing the 
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A          H     A -
taphernes rallied, pursued and utterly routed the combined ionian forces responsible for the 

        A         
  A         for depictions of such 
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with its generally accepted dating on stylistic grounds to the Late Archaic / early classical 
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on the strength of this, we argue that frederik poulsen’s interpretation of iN 2787 was 
largely correct, and that iN 2787 probably is a monument occasioned by an engagement be-

 A               
       T             

    A  A            -
      

AppeNDiX

  A  E   H  E   T

in this study of iN 2787, we are applying the methods of classical archeology, Ancient 
  C   T             
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   A     th  CE        
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         117        

                 -
         A    -

        A  G    C  G   
references to any more thorough discussion on which such a consensus might be based are, 

   
T           G       

classical archaeologists, directly or indirectly, in some cases in-depth118    -
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     C             
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 Ars, Art

    G              
               -

                  
    th century ce onwards119 and into the present century in both titles and 
                 

          E    A    might deal 
                 
 T             121  
                

T                 
                 

the semantics of post-renaissance use of the Latin word ars     
   E  

G        L         -
    L      122  T       

     T          
 G  L         123    

            
T    G   L       C  L  ars corresponds to 

technē,              G    th century bce
             

H        H        technē .
T            G  A  

           H    
making a note of this, it is necessary to take into account the fragmentary nature of the written 

              
   G    H         

recently by Nadia Justine koch  T            
        technē closely related to that of rhetoric, hē 

rhetorikē technē . R     th century bce a recognised ›skill‹, an instrument 
forged to enter the armoury of political ›skill‹, hē politikē technē  T     

             

119  /
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mimēsis                -
    127

                 
T                 

                 
       T  H        

G  128               
                

technē  A           technē,     th

century bce was known as hē polemikē technē, the ›art‹ of warfare, in mimetic terms that 
             
                 

  E             
absolute necessity of the original polychromy for the readability of the relief, arguably on a 
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Abstract:
    A   A L  A /E  C  G  R   

two hoplites (Ny carlsberg Glyptotek iN 2787)

T                 
                  

 A      L  A / E  C   T   -
               

 T              
combat was of limited importance in Archaic and classical Greek city-state warfare, yet the 

             T  
     A         

              
the moment before action is unleashed, the scene relates to an early classical rather than a 
L  A     
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