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AMIN BENAISSA

Two Petitions Concerning Civic Magistracies
by a Gymnasiarch and Son of a Veteran

P.CtYBR inv. 505, housed in Yale University’s Beinecke Library, is a rectangular piece
of papyrus preserving on its two sides the ends of two respective petitions by the same
individual, Q. Marinus Claudianus, who was a gymnasiarch of Oxyrhynchus and the
son of a veteran. The front carries a draft petition concerning appointments to mu-
nicipal magistracies addressed to a prefect of Egypt. On the back was copied another
petition concerning the financing of spectacles by magistrates for a local festival, fol-
lowed by the official response. This petition was probably also submitted to the pre-
fect, but he referred it to the deputy epistrategus for a decision. The draft and copy on
the respective sides are written in different hands, and as far as we can tell from what
survives, there does not seem to be any obvious connection between the subjects of
the two petitions. These texts provide an interesting window on some of the challenges
facing civic magistracies in the towns of Roman Egypt in the late second century CE
and state authorities’ responses to them as well as new evidence for related imperial
constitutions. They also present us with the son of a veteran who held an unusually
high status compared to most veterans and their descendants in Roman Egypt.

The Oxyrhynchite provenance of the papyrus is guaranteed by the attestation of
the petitioner in P.Oxy. XII 1541. 5-6 (192) and by the mention of the local festival
of Tybi (see 2 4-5 n.). The exact dates of the petitions, however, are uncertain. They
both follow the end of Sempronius Liberalis’ prefecture in 159, since he is referred to
as an ex-prefect in both texts (19, 11;29).! 1 must date from after 161, because it cites
a constitution of the emperors Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus. Their qualification
as «gods> in 1 8 may, but need not, imply that they are dead, so that it cannot be taken
as a decisive criterion for dating the petition after March 180 (see the note ad loc.). The

I would like to thank RaAymoND CLEMENS, Curator for Early Books and Manuscripts at the
Beinecke Library, and ANNE MARIE MENTA, Reproductions Co-ordinator, for supplying me
with a high-resolution image of the papyrus. I am also very grateful to DIETER HAGEDORN for
helpful comments on a draft of this article as well as to RUDOLF HAENSsCH and the anonymous
referee for some invaluable suggestions and corrections.

! On Marcus Sempronius Liberalis, prefect of Egypt from 154 to 159, see FAoro 2016, 106—
8. The precedent cited in 2 8-10 does not imply that the petitioner was in office as gymnasiarch
under Liberalis.



54 Amin Benaissa

official subscription in 2 11 is dated to 6 Pharmouthi of an anonymous ninth regnal
year. Since the petitioner is attested as late as 192 in P.Oxy. XII 1541, the only viable
possibilities are the ninth year of Marcus Aurelius and Verus = 1 April 169 and the
ninth year of Septimius Severus and Antoninus = 1 April 201.2 The next ninth regnal
year is that of Alexander Severus and would take us to 1 April 230, which is clearly too
late. Although the year 201 is closer to the petitioner’s only other attestation in P.Oxy.
XII 1541 (192), the citation of a constitution of Marcus Aurelius and Verus in 1 and
the references to Sempronius Liberalis in both petitions may suggest a date nearer to
the latter’s term of office as prefect. It is well known, however, that decisions of former
prefects could still be cited several decades after they were first issued,® and the desig-
nation of the emperors as 0¢ot in 1 remains ambiguous. In the Appendix, I raise but
ultimately reject the possibility that the second petition was addressed to the emperor
Septimius Severus when he visited Egypt at the turn of the third century.

According to the online catalogue of the Beinecke Library, the papyrus was pur-
chased by M. I. RosTovTzEFF and C. B. WELLES early in 1931 (before 10 February)
from a dealer in Cairo named «Dr. KONDILIOS».#

1. Draft of Petition to the Prefect

P.CtYBR inv. 505(A) 21 (w)x11.1 (h) cm After 161 CE
Fig. 1 Oxyrhynchus

The lower portion of a draft petition to the prefect of Egypt (cf. 3 cov ti|v dcOvkpttov
fyepoviav). It complains of officials or magistrates who are accused of violating a
constitution of Marcus Aurelius and Verus and a decision by the ex-prefect Sempro-
nius Liberalis concerning appointments to civic magistracies as well as another impe-
rial constitution concerning veterans and their sons. The exact details are uncertain
from what remains, but the petitioner seems to imply that the duration and rank
of the magistracy he had voluntarily undertaken were subsequently altered against
the terms of his original engagement. Two differently phrased versions of a hypo-
taxis are preserved, the first deleted by large brackets (meptypagn),® but the relevant

2 Verus died early in 169 and is last attested in dating clauses of Egyptian papyri on 11 May
of that year; see GONIs 2009, correcting SPP XXII 109. 3-4. The fact that 2 was copied after
the drafting of 1 does not necessarily imply that it is of later date, since it is possible to imagine
someone copying an older document in support of a recent case.

3 See HAENSCH 1992, 233: «Es wurden z. B. Entscheidungen von Statthaltern benutzt, die vor
17, 34, 35, 58 oder sogar 121 Jahren amtiert hatten.»

* Information from http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/research/library-catalogs-databases/
guide-yale-papyrus-collection#Acquisition (accessed on 12 April 2018).

> On the practice see TURNER — PARSONS 1987, 16, and PEARL 1973, 60 (the reference there
to PMich. VI 387 should be to P.Mich. VI 381; cf. also PMich. VI 372). Another example in
P.Oxy. LXX 4779 (169).
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constitution of Marcus Aurelius and Verus and the ex-prefect’s Omopvnua were not
copied.

The reference to a previously unknown imperial constitution exempting veterans
and their sons «rom all violence and harassment> — that is, presumably from com-
pulsory public services — is somewhat surprising. It seems to imply that children of
veterans were still enjoying some privileges in the late second century, despite the fact
that the children of auxiliary veterans born during their father’s service were no longer
entitled to Roman citizenship after 140 CE and the veterans themselves had only lim-
ited immunity from liturgies in this period (see 4-5 n.). It is possible, of course, that
the petitioner is exaggerating his claim or misrepresenting slightly the contents of the
constitution to suit his purpose. It is especially suspicious that this constitution was
apparently not intended to be cited in the hypotaxis, unlike the constitution on ap-
pointments to magistracies, suggesting that it was not directly pertinent to the case. A
further possible indication of its tenuous relevance is that it seems to relate to liturgies
(munera), whereas Claudianus’ complaint concerns primarily magistracies (apxai,
honores).

The writing runs along the fibres. Left and lower margins are extant.

1oma [n. L c?

2 dlowrto oi dpyovrec a[px]ij avBepaitov vmo Piac avtadvy [ 1. ... ...
....... [ c?

3 cov TRV AchVKPLTOV Nyepoviav wc avTimapatdc c” ovrtal Toic
ypappact™ v’ advty [ ] mepi te | [ c.?

4 cw év te xetpotoviate kal dpxatpeciatc kod Tf StatdL Tdv Kupiwv HUOV
AvTokpatopwy, fiy [ c?

5  obk &yvoelc, fitic mdcnc Plac kai dxAicewc dralidccet Tove
oveTpavoLC Kai Hpdc Tovc viovec ad[tdv  ¢.?
6  amapevoxAntoc v &nd cod tod decmdTov evepyeciay, iv @
BePonOnuévoc. Sievtoxel. (m. 22) Koivroc Mapei[voc Klavdiavoc

¢mdéSwka. ]
7 (m. 1) mpdc 8¢ 1O pévery tac mpobecpiac kai Tac tafeic kara v €€ dpxiic
vrocyectv €mi [ c.10

8  vmicyvovpévwy kal xetpotovovpévwy [rapebéunv] Mométafd” cot [t@v]
Be@v Mdpkov Avpn[Aiov Avtwvivov]

9  xal Aovkiov Appniiov Ovrpov Siata&y kai Cepmpwviov Aipepdiioc Tod
flyepovevcavt(oc) dm[opvnua.]

10 [Ecti 8¢°]

¢ On the distinction, cf. Digest 50. 4. 12 and for the papyri see WILCKEN 1912, 342. The
nouns Pia and dxAncic and related verbs and adjectives are frequently used to describe illegiti-
mate compulsion and pressure to perform a liturgy.



56 Amin Benaissa

11 Ométaka 8¢ cot Sidtadv Avtokpatdpwy kai Cepmpwviov ABepdiioc Tod
fygpovevcavtoc

12 dmopvnpa ept tod tpei[v] Scbar” tac mpobecpiac kai Tac Tdgelc katd
Tac &§ apyfic ocyécelc

13 £€miTe TOV XELPOTOVOLHEVWY Kal DTILCXYOVHEV®Y, 1V, €4V cov Tf) TOXN
808, kai [eic]

14 ¢upol kehevence tnpndival. €cti ¢

2 ot of {owv written over v, . adBaupétw, Hmo || 3 L dcdykprrov, -tat corr. from -tec || 4 au of
apyatpe- corr. from g, L. Stardet || 5 Hrovc || 6, 13 v || 6 1. Mapivoc || 9 nyepovevcav®

«... the magistrates would (not?) be ...-ed with a voluntary magistracy against their
will ... your incomparable Prefecture, how they array themselves against their writings
about both ... in elections and appointments of magistrates, and against the decision
of our lords the Emperors, of which ... you are not unaware, which frees veterans and
us their children from all violence and harassment ... I unmolested ... the kindness
from you, my lord, so that I may obtain help. Farewell.»

(Second hand?) «I, Quintus Marinus Claudianus, have submitted (the petition).»

(First hand) «In order that, according to the original undertaking (of a magistracy),
the fixed periods and ranks remain in place in the case of those ... who undertake (a
magistracy) and are elected, I have appended below for you the constitution of the
gods Marcus Aurelius Antoninus and Lucius Aurelius Verus and the minute of Sem-
pronius Liberalis, ex-prefect. It is as follows —»

«I'have appended for you the constitution of the Emperors and the minute of Sem-
pronius Liberalis, ex-prefect, concerning the observance of the fixed periods and
ranks according to the original undertakings in the case of those who are elected and
undertake (a magistracy), so that, if it seems good to your Fortune, you may order that
they be observed in my case as well. It is as follows —»

1-2 -]|&lowvto: restoring ovop]|alowvto or dvayk]|alovto would run against the
rules of syllabic division across the line and would not work with the following dative.
pu|&lorvto would suit the line division, but would jar with 010 Biac adt@v further in
the line. Perhaps m]|d{owvto, <would be pressured, hassled> (miédlw is the usual koine
form of mé{w). HAGEDORN alternatively proposes énnpe]|alowvto, «would be abused»
vel sim.; for the frequent use of énfjpeta and cognate words to describe the nomination
to liturgies of «persons who were not required to serve», see LEw1s 21997, 150 with n.
3, but I could not find any instances of this vocabulary in relation to appointments to
magistracies (apxai). The optative perhaps follows &i or tva prj. HAGEDORN suggests
that «[d]er Optativ konnte vielleicht ein Hinweis darauf sein, dafl der Inhalt einer
Sudtalic referiert wird». For rescripts of Marcus Aurelius and Verus referring to com-
pulsory magistracies, cf. Digest 50. 1. 38. 6 (Papirius), 50. 4. 6 pr. (Ulpian), and 50. 4.
11. 2 (Modestinus).
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2 afpylf avbepaitov (1. avbatpéty) o Piac avt@v: on the tension between will-
ingness and compulsion to hold magistracies in the Greek cities of the Hellenistic and
Roman periods, see generally KLEYWEGT 1994. The restoration of &[px]{j is due to
HAGEDORN, who compares I.Keramos 14. 10-12 (Caria; 14-37) [tr|v ]ic TI|v matpida
@ otepiav [dmodé]detktat kal €v Tt avBatpétwt [peya]lopepel yopvactapyia. For
the interchange of w(t) and ov in final position, see GiIGNAC 1976, 208-10, 213f.

7o Piac adt@v. For the sense of <against their willy, see LS] s.v. fia I1.2.

Lol [: imperfectly preserved letter feet.

3 cov Tty dcvvkpttov fyepoviav: the application of the epithet to the prefect is
very rare in the papyri; cf. perhaps P.Alex. p. 21 no. 310 descr., a fragmentary letter or
petition to the prefect with the phrase ] adtOv Tf) dcvvkpitw | [ in line 6. The adjective
becomes commoner in private letters of the late third and fourth centuries; see A. Pa-
PATHOMAS, CPR XXV 3. 8 n.

avtmaparac™c’ovtat: this verb, originally a military term, has been attested in
the papyri only by PSI XII 1265. 8 (426; BL VIII 409) kai ur| é&givan undevi €€ nuav
dyTumapatdrttey cot T@ keQalawty eic undotiodv.

Toic ypdupact v’ avt@y: these <writings» are presumably the imperial constitution
and prefectural Omopvnua introduced in the hypotaxeis (7-14). That would explain
the choice of the vaguer word ypdpparta, since it can encompass the two different
types of pronouncements (cf. PREISIGKE, WB s.v. ypaupa 5). If so, adt@y probably
refers to Marcus Aurelius and Verus as well as to Sempronius Liberalis.

3-4 One could restore on the basis of 7-8 and 12-13 exempli gratia Tepi e
1[0 TnpeicOat Tac mpobecpiac kai téc takeic katd TV €€ dpxfc docye]|cy év e
Xelpotoviatc kal dpyatpeciaic, although the phrase at the beginning of 4 is not exactly
parallel to émi Te T@V yepoTovoLpEVEY Kal drcXyovpévwy in 13. The putative resto-
ration would imply that the lines in the body of the petition were significantly longer
than those of the hypotaxeis in 7-14. Line 6 is indecisive, since it is naturally short and
nothing is expected after the petitioner’s subscription.

4 dpyapeciauc: first instance of this noun in the papyri, otherwise well attested in
inscriptions. The distinction, if any, between dpxatpecia and xetpotovia (cf. 8 n.) in
the phrase &v te xelpotoviaic kai dpyatpeciatc is unclear. Perhaps the words stand in
a synonymous relationship, with the second member of the pair specifying the appli-
cation of the first (appointments to civic magistracies rather than to other offices or
liturgies); cf. PAmh. II 82 (Ars.; c. 306-37; BL III 5), in which the verbs xetpotovéw
(3) and aipéopiau (7) are used interchangeably to describe appointment to a liturgy by
the BovAn.

4-5 Tfj SlatddlL ... fiy ... o0k &yvoeic: compare P.Turner 34. 4-5 (Diospolis Parva?;
216) [cvvol]ac, émtpomwy [uéyic]te, Ty mpoteTayuévny kai Oeiav Statadwy, [fjvrep]
kai tpoéta&a and P.Euphrates 1 = SB XXII 15496. 12 (Antioch; 245) ai B¢iou Siatakerc
dc ye mpod mavtwv yvwpifwv mpockvveic. Statakic is the Greek translation of Latin
constitutio and designates a pronouncement or decision of the emperor with the force
of law; see JORDENS 1997, 344f. (with further bibliography).
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T Statdél OV kvpiwv AUV AvTokpaTOpwV ... fjTic Tacnc Prac kai OxAfcewc
dmadAdccel Tode obeTpavoLe kail fpdc Tovce viode av[t@v: the fact that the hypo-
taxeis (7-14) make no mention of veterans and their sons suggests that this is not the
same constitution as the one introduced there. If the qualification Be@v in the first
hypotaxis (8) implies that Marcus Aurelius and Verus were dead, the emperors here
would necessarily be different, since the phrase oi kOptlot fju@®@v Adtokpdtopec ought
to designate the living emperors. Under this supposition, the emperors in question
would be Septimius Severus and Antoninus (198-211; 209-11 with Geta), since the
petitioner’s other attestation in P.Oxy. XII 1541. 5-6 dates from 192. 8e@v in 8, how-
ever, does not necessarily indicate that Marcus Aurelius and Verus were deceased
and is thus not a sufficient reason for attributing this constitution to Severus and his
son(s); see below, 8-9 n.

We do not know whether Q. Marinus Claudianus was the son of an auxiliary or
legionary veteran, nor whether he was born before, during, or after his father’s military
service, so that it is difficult to determine his legal status. It is also unclear which, if
any, category of veterans is covered by the constitution mentioned here. From 140 CE
onwards, the children of auxiliary veterans born during their father’s military service
no longer enjoyed the right to Roman citizenship; see Eck - WE1ss 2001, WAEBENS
2012a, WAEBENS 2012b. If Claudianus was born while his father served in an auxiliary
unit (cf. 2 7 n.), and if, as is chronologically likely, his father was discharged after 140,
he would not have been a Roman citizen despite his tria nomina. Even in the case of
the veterans themselves, the extent of their immunity from liturgies in the first two
centuries CE is not very clear due to the dearth of evidence and the fluctuations of pol-
icies from emperor to emperor; see LINK 1989, 66-133, for a discussion of the avail-
able evidence and cf. ALsTON 1995, 62-4, LEwIs 21997, 90, 139f., SCHMETTERER
2012, 106-11. The petition of the ex-auxiliary veteran Gaius Iulius Apollinarius in
BGU I 180 = W.Chr. 396 (Ars.; 172) mentions an imperial constitution that limited
veterans’ exemption to a period of five years after their discharge. Septimius Severus
granted exemption only a muneribus quae non patrimoniis indicuntur.” Even if 1 is
dated to the reign of Severus and his son(s) (see previous paragraph), the reference
here is unlikely to be to the same Severan constitution: 1) Papinian’s one-sentence
summary does not mention children of veterans, and indeed the same jurist states in
Digest 50. 5. 8. 2 (from Book 1 of his Responsa) that vacationum privilegia non spect-
ant liberos veteranorums; 2) the constitution here is attributed to emperors in the plural,
whereas Papinian names only Severus; 3) the Severan constitution relates to munera,
while Claudianus’ complaint concerns appointments to magistracies (&pxai, honores),

7 Digest 50. 5. 7 (from Book 36 of Papinian’s Quaestiones): a muneribus, quae non patrimo-
niis indicuntur, veterani post optimi nostri Severi Augusti litteras perpetuo excusantur. Munera
patrimonii «encumber property and are performed by the payment of money as a contribution
to the costs of public works» (BERGER 1953, 589 s.v. Munera); see further NEESEN 1981, 205-9.
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although it is possible that he misappropriated a constitution on munera to support a
case relating to compulsory magistracies (see above, introd.).

For sons of veterans as a distinct group recognized by the administration, cf. BGU
VII1634. 11 (Ars.; 229/30), where they are apparently listed as exempt from the corvée
labour on dikes (see ALSTON 1995, 64).

6 (m. 2?) Koivtoc Mapei[voc Khavdtavoc émdédwxal: the subscription is written
in smaller and more cursive letters, but too little remains to be absolutely confident
that the hand is different from that of the main text.

Q. Marinus Claudianus has been attested in P.Oxy. XII 1541. 5-6 (192) as a con-
tributor to a compulsory state purchase of wheat, where he pays the not insubstantial
amount of 50 artabas from his account in the granary of the village Paomis.® The other
contributor in that receipt, Dionysia alias Asclatarion, who provides 75 artabas, may
have been related to him. 1 reveals that he was the son of a veteran (above, 4-5 n.),
while 2 shows that he was once a gymnasiarch of Oxyrhynchus - the highest magis-
tracy in the cities of Roman Egypt. To judge from 2 7 ént(e)i mapemdnu®, he was not
a native of Oxyrhynchus, but a relatively new or temporary resident. It is possible
that his father settled in Oxyrhynchus at the end of his military service after Claudi-
anus was born. The presence of a son of a veteran among the class of city magistrates
is remarkable in view of the lower social status of most veterans attested in Roman
Egypt; see SANGER 2011, 25-31, who could find only two certain examples of veterans
among the «Honoratiorenschicht der Gauhauptstadte» (29), and cf. MiTTHOF 2000,
389f. Another instance perhaps in PWiirz. 9. 13-14 (161-9) ove]tpavd §[vtt t0]v
ay@va yeyv[uvactapynk- (see WILCKEN ad loc.). A son of a veteran who belongs to
the privileged gymnasial class is attested in P.Oxy. XXXVIII 2855. 9-14 (291). For the
comparable situation in the rest of the empire, see WEscH-KLEIN 1998, 196-200, and
HAayNES 2013, 350-55.

Mapsi[voc: cf. 2 10 Mapeivo[c, P.Oxy. XII 1541. 5 Mapeivoc. The use of the cog-
nomen Marinus (cf. KajaNTO 1965, 81, 308) as a nomen gentile is unusual but ap-
parently has a parallel in FINk 1971, no. 15 ii. 13 (Dura Europos; c. 240). There was
also a gentilicium Marinius (SCHULZE 1904, 188). For the use of cognomina as gen-
tilicia in Roman Greece, cf. Daux 1977, 409. The name was especially popular in
Syria, presumably because of the connection with the Aramaic title mar = dord; see
HORIG - SCHWERTHEIM 1987, 37 (12-13 n.), 101; GraAssI 2012, 222 s.v. Mapetvoc;
CIIP IT 1122. 2 n.; LPal. Tertia Ia 308. 3-4 n.° It is possible that the petitioner’s father
was originally a recruit from this area who served in a unit stationed in Egypt.

7 tac mpobecpioc kai tac td&eic: the meaning of both terms is not transparent
given the lack of context. The former presumably refers to the period of office ini-

8 On nupoc cuvayopactikdc (frumentum emptum), see most recently JORDENS 2009, 181-
211.
° Tam grateful to MICHAEL ZELLMANN-ROHRER for some of these references.
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tially agreed upon, although I cannot find any parallels for such a usage. Td&ic per-
haps denotes rank (ordo) within the board of magistrates or within a college of mul-
tiple holders of a magistracy; cf. POxy. XVII 2106. 14-15 (306%; BL XI 159) évoc ¢&
VU@V TOD THY TP TNV TAELY €V Tf] dpx(j énéxovtoc and PRyl. I1 77. 38-9 (Herm.; 193)
avadeEapevoc v peilova dpxiyv ovk d@eilel TNy éAdtToV dmogevyewy (of someone
refusing to be kosmetes despite having previously accepted to be exegetes, with the
implication that the latter magistracy ranked higher than the former). On the «Ran-
gordnung» of municipal magistracies, see W. HABERMANN, P.Heid. X pp. 375-7 with
nn. 13-14.

katd TV ¢§ dpxfc vmocyectv: the verb vmcyvéopar (cf. 8, 13) refers to «the vol-
untary offer, or promise, to hold the office» (LEw1s 1983, 87); cf. e.g. PRyl. II 77. 48
(Herm.; 193), PSI X 1159. 6 (Ars.; 132). In the lacuna restore e.g. émi T[@V dpxOVTWV
TOV].

7-14 After c. 200 the citation of supporting imperial constitutions came before
the petition proper, not after it as here or in PHarr. I 67 (c. 150); see HAENSCH 2007,
221-23.

8 vmcyvovpévwy Kkal xetpotovovpévwv: cf. also 13 T@v xelpotovovpéveov Kai
vrcxyovpévwy in reverse order. xelpotovéw means <to elect, appoint, and «[iln
the earliest occurrences this verb expresses the action of a strategos or epistrategos»
(LEwi1s 21997, 63). «From various documents it is clear that ... magistrates and offi-
cials were not popularly elected, but were nominated, if possible from volunteers, by
the current (and perhaps past) holders of the post for ratification by the strategos, who
could decide whom to appoint in disputed cases» (BowMAN — RATHBONE 1992, 122,
with reference to PRyl. II 77 (Herm.; 193); cf. also id. 124 n. 93).

8-9 Ozdv Mapkov Avpn[Aiov Avtwvivov] kai Aovkiov Avpniiov Ovnpov
Stataguy: cf. 11 Siara&v Avtokpatopwv. To the best of my knowledge, no such con-
stitution by Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus is known. A list of the decisions and
pronouncements of Marcus Aurelius cited in the legal codes is given by NoYEN 1954,
366-71. Those of Marcus and Verus preserved in inscriptions and papyri are collected
in OLIVER 1989, 336-63 nos. 166-180; cf. also ANASTASIADIS — SOURIS 2000.

Bewv Maprov Avpn[Aiov Avtwvivov] kai Aovkiov Adpniiov Ovnpouv: this is not an
official imperial titulature and is without parallel in BURETH 1964, 77-82; cf. also the
solitary Avtokpatopwv in the second hypotaxis (11). Presumably the writer intended
to give the proper titulature in the fair copy. The qualification Oe@v need not imply
that the emperors are dead, i.e. divi; see PREISIGKE, WB s.v. Beoc 5 («Gottkaiser [bei
Lebzeiten]»), DE JoNG 2006, 247-51, who calls this practice «exceptional» in the pa-
pyri (p. 248), and more generally PrICE 1984.

9 Ceunpwviov ApepdAioc tod fyepovevcavt(oc) dm[opuvnual: this is probably a
decision of the prefect minuted in his official daybook, usually designated in Greek
in the plural as Omopvnpaticpoi or bmouvipata (= commentarii). Such records were
available in state archives for consultation by litigants and are often cited in petitions;
see HAENSCH 1992, 219-45, 298-306 (Appendix I). «In this sense the word is usually
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plural, but not always» (J. D. THoMAS, P.Oxy. LXXVII 5114. 10 n., with examples; cf.
also PREISIGKE, WBs.v. 2. ¢).

11-14 Although the hand of this second hypotaxis is somewhat larger and is writ-
ten in a more fluid manner and with a sharper pen, it seems to be still the work of the
writer of the petition and the first hypotaxis. These lines are also significantly shorter
than those of the first hypotaxis, and all end before the right-hand edge of the papyrus.
One wonders whether this second hypotaxis was drafted at a later time, after the orig-
inal piece of papyrus on which the draft petition and the first hypotaxis were written
was cut to its current length in order to copy the petition on the back (2).

2. Copy of Petition to the Prefect

P.CtYBR inv. 505(B) 21 (w)x11.1 (h) cm After 1 April 169 or 201 CE
Fig.2 Oxyrhynchus

The conclusion of another petition by Q. Marinus Claudianus copied on the back of
1. He complains that he did not receive the monies traditionally distributed by the
municipal chief priest and the agoranomus to other magistrates (gymnasiarch, exe-
getes, kosmetes) to help finance the spectacles of the festival of the month Tybi. He
therefore requests the addressee to instruct the strategus to assist him in the exaction
of the money due to him. The implication is that the petitioner was one of the three
magistrates concerned; cf. 8 tva SuvnB® ta tfj dpxij Stagépovta cuvreheidcat. The
addressee of the petition, whose identity is not preserved but who must have been the
prefect (see 11 n. and the Appendix), referred it to the acting epistrategus for a deci-
sion. The response of the latter is then appended, granting Claudianus’ request and
implying that he was a gymnasiarch.

This petition adds to the sporadic evidence for the organization and funding of
spectacles in the cities of Roman Egypt. I have collected the following references,
presented in chronological order:

- P.Oxy. I11 473 = W.Chr. 33 (Oxyrhynchus or Naucratis; 138-60):!% an honorific decree praising
a gymnasiarch for various benefactions, among which the fact that he té te [Oe]wpuica xprjpata
apépntwlc] ¢mdidwet (4).

- PWirz. 9. 13-14 (161-9): a very fragmentary petition with the phrase to]v aydva
yeyv[pvactapxnk- (13-14). To judge from the context, the office and contest were held in An-
tinoopolis.

- P.Oxy. XVII 2127r (after 171?): a municipal account recording various payments, including a
sum of one talent owed apparently by a former exegetes vmép Quv[cidv §00(?) yewvop(évwv) év
@] Bedtpw mavnyvpet Toi Haxwv (3—-4; cf. 11).

- POxy. III 519 = W.Chr. 492 (II): an account for public games and spectacles in which 42
drachmas are said to have been received from the exegetes and 53 drachmas and 1/2 obol from

10 TLewis 1981, 78-80 = BL VIII 235, argued that this papyrus relates to Naucratis, but
JORDENS 2006, 197£,, has reinstated the case for Oxyrhynchus.
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the kosmetes out of a total of 500 drachmas and 1 obol. WILCKEN suspects that the gymna-
siarch must also have been named before the break of the papyrus at the top of fr. b. For similar
accounts of expenses for spectacles or games, cf. PK6ln. IX 369 (Ars.?; II/III), P.Oxy. VII 1050
(II/TII), SB IV 7336 (Ars. or Oxy.; late III), but the source of the payments is not explicit in these
documents.

- P.Oxy. X 1333 (II/III): a gymnasiarch orders an unknown addressee, presumably a banker,
to pay out 600 drachmas from his account to a certain Copreas [A]oy(w) Bewpik@v (cf. below,
3-4 n.). Dated to the fifth year of an unnamed emperor (25 July).

- P.Oxy. VII 1025 = W.Chr. 493 (Euergetis, Cynopolite nome; late III): a gymnasiarch (who
is also president of the city council), exegetes, chief priest, and kosmetes invite an actor and a
Homeric performer to participate in spectacles (16 T@v Bewpi@v) on the occasion of the city’s
festival in honour of «Cronus>, promising <the usual payments and presents> (19-20).

- SB XIV 11591-2 (Hermopolis; c. 325; BL VIII 372): an official account of expenses, listing in-
ter alia a payment of an uncertain number of talents for Oewpikdv €€ kehebc(ewc) Tod EEdxTopoc
(SB 11592. 9; similarly SB 11591. 9).

The involvement of the gymnasiarch, exegetes, and kosmetes in the first five docu-
ments of the second century tallies with lines 2-4 of the Beinecke papyrus.!! Our text,
however, adds the new detail that at least some of the monies for the spectacles were
distributed to these three magistrates by the chief priest and the agoranomus. One
can imagine that as the expenses of the gymnasiarch, exegetes, and kosmetes at such
festivals became onerous in the course of the second century, the Roman administra-
tion compelled the other two chief magistrates (the archiereus and the agoranomus)
to shoulder part of the burden. In his response, the deputy epistrategus concedes that
the number of spectacles has been reduced: this was presumably the argument made
by the chief priest and the agoranomus to justify their non-payment; but he grants
Claudianus’ request and allows the former practice to resume because of the need to
support the ailing gymnasiarchy and for another reason that remains obscure as a re-
sult of a lacuna. In the third century, most of these magistrates (except apparently the
agoranomus) continue to be involved in the organization and financing of spectacles,
but now in the context of the newly created city councils.'?

The writing runs against the fibres, and the papyrus is complete at the left and foot
and partially complete at the right. A number of features show that this is an informal
copy: the fact that it is written on the back of 1; the lack of a change of hand between
the body of the petition, the petitioner’s subscription, and the subscription giving the
official response; and the presence of abbreviations and a copying mistake (see 3 n.).

11 Similarly in Alexandria: PLond. VI 1912. 93 = CPJ II 153 (41) yvpvactapyikoic fj
Kocpntikoic aywcet (1. aydct).

12 For the association of BovAn and maviyvpic, see P.Oxy. XII 1416. 2, 11-17 (298; BL VIII
245), P.Oslo III 85 = Pap.Agon. 8 (Oxy.; 273; BL VIII 229); perhaps also P.Oxy. I 41 = W.Chr.
45 (early IV), for which see BowmaN 1971, 34 n. 45. On the funding of festivals and games in
the Egyptian metropoleis, see also the overviews by PERPILLOU-THOMAS 1993, 228-34, and
ScHMIDT 2014, 254-8. For Roman Greece, cf. CAMI1A 2011.
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voyopl . 1..[..1.1  traces 1yx.v.cl traces ]

yv}.wactdpx((p) Kkal 7@ €&nynt(f) kat 1@ kocunt(f) 1o Y&v Tod dpxiepéwc
KQTdL TTOVI-

yoptv Spaxpu@y tpic yeinv kal 11td T[o]D dyopavopov Spaxudv” xelkiwv
nevtakociwy kai obtwe StatpeicBat Toic

TpIct Katd Ta péprn we Ekactoc Toic dkpodpact avalickel. £mel odv, Mkbpie”,
Thc Tavnyvpewc

100 TuPt Stayevopévnc ovdev 6 dpylepede kai 6 dyopavopoc pot Tod €Bove
anodedwkact,

a8, £av cov T TOXN 86&N, Kehedeat Sia Beiac cov Doypagiic TOV
ctp(atnydv) cov [ ¢ 5-6

pot &v tfj eicmpadet, Swce pn, émt mapemdnud, XpeokoT@uaL £V Tfj Tap’
[a]vToic cuv-

nOeiq, tva Suvn0® ta Tfj dpxi| Stapépovta cuvreleidcal. kai yap €mi
ABehapiov kai

petd Apelaptov Tov fyepovevcavt(a), ipidv odcdv tod TPt [Olewpldv,
v [ ¢ 3-4

cuvtédela drete)eito. IV @ edepyet(nuévoc). Stevt(vyer). Koivr[oc]
Mapeivo[c KA Javdiavoc émdédwka.

(¢tovuc) 0 2, Dapp(ovbr) ¢. 6 Siémwy t& pépn tic ¢[n]ictpatnyiac eicet[au]
omoid cov éctv 1y afiw[c]ic. m]p[6Bec.]

Tiic 8¢ dnogacewc:

el kal T péhicta o dikatoc kai 0pBoc Adyoc Avcttéledy [tva [ ]
yeivecBal Td Te

apyxtepel kal 1@ dyopavop(w), coctalévtoc tod apt[6]pod T@v Be(w)pidv,
AN odv | [ ... ]. wvyeodcwv

TOV Tavyvpewy gic dc mpoTepov TV cuvtéelav ém[o]lodyTo 6 Te
apytepeve [k]ai 6 dyopavop(oc)

Kai €11 kai vOv pevovcdv, Tic te a[plxic Thc yvuvactapyik[flc émkovpiac
Seopeync, St 10

Avcitedec 10 mpoc TNy MOA vmep Tod edpickecHal Teplovciay
yv[uvalciapx[wly, dvay-

Kalov éctiy pundev tod malaod €8ovc apatpeicOat.

2 yopvactapX, enyn?, kocun’, oo || 3 L tpiexhio, xhiwv || 6 tmo-, ctps || 7 1. &nel || 8 iva || 8,
9 1. ABepal- || 9 nyepovevcav® || 10 iv, evepyeT, Sievt, 1. Mapivoc || 11 L, gapt, o of gap corr.
from p || 13 1. yivecOau || 14, 15 ayopavot || 17 Hmep
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«... festival ... (a grant to be given?) to the gymnasiarch, the exegetes, and the kos-
metes, three thousand drachmas per festival by the chief priest and one thousand
and five hundred drachmas by the agoranomus, and thus to be distributed to the
three (magistrates) according to the portions that each (of them) spends on the enter-
tainments (or: entertainers). Since, therefore, my lord, the festival of Tybi has passed
and the chief priest and the agoranomus paid me nothing of the customary (grant), I
request, if it seems good to your Fortune, to order the strategus through your divine
subscription to assist me in the exaction (of the grant), so that I may not be defrauded
in their customary practice, since I am a foreign resident, (and) so that I may be able to
fulfil the responsibilities of my magistracy. For both in the time of Liberalis and after
Liberalis, the ex-prefect, when there were three Tybi-spectacles, this(?) grant was paid
repeatedly. So that I might be benefitted. Farewell.»

«I, Quintus Marinus Claudianus, have submitted (the petition).»

«Year 9, Pharmouthi 6. The deputy epistrategus shall become acquainted with
whatever your request is. Display publicly.»

«And (the copy) of the decision: «Even if indeed the just and right argument al-
lows(?) some advantage to accrue to the chief priest and the agoranomus, the number
of spectacles having been reduced, still, since the festivals to which the chief priest and
the agoranomus used to contribute previously are ... and remain so now, and since
the magistracy of gymnasiarch is in need of help, because of the advantage to the city
of finding a good supply of gymnasiarchs, it is necessary to subtract nothing from the
old custom.»»

1-2 @] yopvacidpy(w) kol @ €Enynt(f) kai 1@ kocunt(f): for further bibliogra-
phy on these three magistracies in Roman Egypt, see HABERMANN 2015, 407 n. 76.
«Erst in einem Text aus dem Jahre 113 n. Chr. treten erstmalig die stddtischen Funk-
tionstrager Gymnasiarch, Exeget und Kosmet nebeneinander auf und sind gemein-
sam mit finanziellen Leistungen fiir ihr Gemeinwesen im Rahmen der Ausiibung
ihrer Jahresamter belastet» (id. 406 with reference to P.Lond. III 1177 = SB XXVI
16652). When they are mentioned together, the usual order of precedence is gym-
nasiarch, exegetes, kosmetes, as here; cf. W. HABERMANN, P.Heid. X pp. 375-7 with
nn. 13-14.

3 Spaxudy tpic xethiwv kai 1o T[0]D dyopavopov dpaxudv” xethiwv: presuma-
bly the omission was caused by a saut du méme au méme (xethiwv) in the process of
copying.

3-4 toic Tpici katd Ta uépn we €kactoc Toic dkpodapact dvalicket: this document
perhaps provides the background for the bank payment of 100 drachmas by an un-
certain person Vmep Adyov Tpitwv Bewpk@v in P.Berl. inv. VII 1658!% and the frag-

13 Partially transcribed by U. WILcKEN in O.Wilck. I p. 373 but never fully published. I have
not been able to obtain an image of the papyrus.
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mentary phrase (tpitov) uépovc Bew(pw@v) in PBerl.Bibl. 23r. 10 (Memphis?; see
O.Wilck. I pp. 3731), both of the third century. As PErRPILLOU-THOMAS 1993, 229,
suspected, these expressions probably imply a tripartite division of expenses between
magistrates for the financing of spectacles, a situation confirmed by our text.

4 Tolc axpodpact: first occurrence of this word in the papyri. LSJ s.v. dxpoapa II
note that the plural could designate metonymically the singers or players rather than
the music or thing being heard; cf. Polybius 4. 20. 10, 16. 21. 12, FD III 2, 47. 21 (138
BCE), IG II? 2153. 3 (II), etc. (the same sense in the singular in Cicero: see L&S s.v.
acroama,).

4-5 tic mavnyvpewc tod TvPu cf. 9 Tpiwv ovcwv Tod TuPt [Olewpidv. On this
Oxyrhynchite religious holiday, which took place over several days in the second half
of the month of Tybi (27/8 December-25/6 January), see PERPILLOU-THOMAS 1993,
146-50. Although Egyptian in origin, the festival had «une forme grecque (sacrifice
au théatre [cf. POxy. 2127r. 3-4, quoted above p. 61], prestations sportives) et des liens
étroits avec les manifestations éphébiques du gymnase» (id. 148). This is apparently
the first document to attest theatrical-musical performances in connection with it.

5 o0&V 6 apxlepede kal O dyopavopoc pot Tod €0ovc dnodedwkact: as HAGE-
DORN points out, the meaning of tod £€0ovc and its function within the sentence are
unclear: the genitive is presumably dependent on o0§év, but it is odd to say <they
paid me nothing of the custom>. Perhaps the writer intended ovdev ... T0D (&§)
€Bovc (sc. tdopévov); cf. e.g. P.Oxy. XLIX 3514. 8-9 (260) doc ... Toxdvw ... bm(gp)
navnyvpewc Haxwv 10 €€ €Bovc avtd Sido(pevov) kep(apiov) a, SB XX 14612. 5-8
(Ars.; c. 137/8) améxw map’ du@v tac ¢§ [€Bov]c Sidopévac OTEp dmokelpé[vov]
npogntiac dpyvpiov Spay[pac Sia]kociac KA.

6 S Oeiac cov voypagic: see Appendix.

Tov ctp(atnyov): the occupant of the office of strategus in Oxyrhynchus is un-
known for both 1 April 169 and 1 April 201; see WHITEHORNE 22006, 98, 101.

cov [ ¢ 5-6 ]: possible restorations include cuvp[onOeiv] or cuvplonOijcat],
cove[pyeiv], vel sim.

7 ¢mi (L. émel) mapemdnud: this verb is often used of veterans settling in a new place,
e.g. BGUI113. 12 = W.Chr. 458 (Ars.; 60/61; BL VI 10), P.Oxy. VII 1023. 4 (138-61),
SBIV 7362.7 (Ars.; 188). On the petitioner’s status as the son of a veteran, see above, 1
4-5 n. The implication seems to be that Claudianus was born before his father settled
in Oxyrhynchus following his discharge.

xpeokomduat: see LS] s.vv. xpeok- et xpewkoméw on the uncertainty among ancient
grammarians over whether the word should be spelt with omicron, as usual in this
period, or with omega. The verb is rare in the papyri; cf. BGU IV 1208. 17 (Heracl.;
27/26 BCE), CPR1154. 14 (Ars.; 179). The adjective dypeokonntoc occurs in SB XIV
11379. 8-9 (Ars.; 156; on the date see G. BASTIANINI, ZPE 38, 1980, 82), a decision
by the prefect Sempronius Liberalis.

8 ABehapiov: cf. 9 Apeldprov. For the transposition of lambda and rho in the
spelling of Latin names, see GIGNAC 1976, 104.
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9 1p1dv odcdv tod TPt [B]lewpi@v: for the meaning of Bewpia, see PERPIL-
Lou-THOMAS 1993, 223f. and cf. 228f. The term implies theatrical, musical, and / or
dance performances; cf. 4 toic dxpodpact.

It is unclear whether the petitioner means that there were three spectacles at every
Tybi-festival (i.e. annually), or that only three spectacles were given altogether since
the time of Liberalis. The latter interpretation would imply that such spectacles were
only occasionally organized, perhaps because of their high cost. This might explain
why the mode of financing them had fallen into oblivion by the time the fourth
such spectacle was given by Claudianus and his colleagues. On the other hand, it
would seem odd for spectacles marking a major annual festival to be so rarely given.
P.Oxy. VII 1025. 16 = W.Chr. 493 (Euergetis, Cynopolite nome; late III) mentions
Oewpiou in the plural for a single festival (¢0optr}) taking place over several days, and
this is presented as a regular occurrence (cf. 11 £€0oc, 18 ¢§ €0ovc). The statement
in the official response that «the number of spectacles has been reduced> (14) is
equally ambiguous: it could mean either that there were now fewer spectacles per
festival per year or that spectacles were less frequently given at Tybi-festivals over the
years.

9-10 1w n [ 3-4]] covtédela dneteleito: the eta could represent the article 7
or the demonstrative fid[e with covtéeia, e.g. f§§[e 1] cuvtéleta. There is hardly any
space for an additional word in the lacuna.

10 v’ @ evepyet(nuévoc): this formulaic phrase typically marks the conclusion of
a petition, but it is unsyntactical here after the ydp-clause of lines 8-10; note also that
it follows two other purpose clauses in 7-8 dnwc pn ... tva ... Compare the similar
closing structure of BGU XI 2012. 22-7 (Alex.; c. 145-7; on the date see N. KruiT -
K. A. Worp, Tyche 16, 2001, 102): ... énwc Suvn0d ... kai yap (introducing a prece-
dent, as here) ... vV’ @ ebepy[etnué]voc.

11 (£tovc) 0 », (Dapp(oi)el) ¢: the date is almost certainly that of the subscription
rather than of the petition; see THOMAS 1983, 373-7. The absence of an imperial tit-
ulature in dating clauses of such subscriptions is normal. On the identification of the
regnal year, see above, general introd.

0 Siémwv & pépn tic €[m]ictpatnyiac: the phrase indicates that there was no epis-
trategus in office at the time and his place was temporarily filled by a deputy. For
other instances of acting epistrategi, see . MITTHOF, P.Bingen 107. 5-6 n. The fasti
of the epistrategi of the Heptanomia are lacunose for both 1 April 169 and 1 April
201 according to THOMAs 1982, 189f. The petition was referred to the office of the
epistrategus probably because of the «special concern which he seems to have had for
some or all of the archai», especially the gymnasiarchy; see THoMAS 1982, 94-102
(quotation from pp. 94f.).

eicet[at] OM0Td cov éctv 1 diw[c]i[c]: compare P.Oslo I1181. 6-7 (Ars.; 197) omoid
c[o]¥ ¢cty 1y &Eiwct[c, gic]etal 6 ctpatnyoc, P.Oxy. XVII 2131. 19 (207) [6 kpa(tictoc)
gmctpa(tnyoc) eilcetan [omoila [ 1. [..].. éctiv] N &&iwcic; both are prefects’
subscriptions to petitions.
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n]p[6Bec]: only the foot of a descender survives, but this is a standard instruction
in prefects’ subscriptions belonging to Phase IV in HAENsCH’s classification, e.g. the
aforementioned P.Oxy. XVII 2131. 19; see THOMAS 1983, 377-80, HAENSCH 1994,
499-507 (esp. 5031.), PApATHOMAS 1997, 7771. In this phase, petitions with their re-
spective subscriptions were glued together in a composite roll (topoc coykoAAfjcipoc),
given a sheet number in the roll (kOAAnua), and displayed publicly for the petitioners
to copy. The earliest example of a petition processed in this manner is SB XXIV 15915
(164), published by PApATHOMAS 1997.

12 1ic 8¢ dnogdcewc: this phrase seems to have been initially omitted and squeezed
in afterwards. The genitive is implicitly dependent on a word like avtiypagov, which
probably appeared at the beginning of the copy of the petition. dndgacic is the equiv-
alent of Latin sententia; see MasoN 1974, 25, 130.

13 \crtédeay [tlva [
ing in -], capable of governing an infinitive, and meaning <to grant, allow> vel sim.
The trace before the break is the foot of an ascending oblique compatible with e.g.
lambda, mu, or chi (apparently not rt[apéxe]t). It cannot be completely excluded that
Jva is part of the verb, e.g. one beginning with [&]va-, but alpha is followed by a small
blank space, which suggests that a new word follows.

14 9e{w)pLv: for the omission of an unaccented vowel before a liquid, but follow-
ing a consonant rather than another vowel as here, see GigNac 1976, 307-9.

QAN ovv [ ... ].wv ye: for the particle combination dAN ovv ... ye (a liter-

JtyeivecBat: we need a relatively short verb likely end-

ary touch), see DENNISTON 21954, 441-5. Its usage here corresponds to the sixth in
DEeNNISTON’s classification: «Apodotic, after concessive conditional clauses, or their
equivalent: <even if ..., stilb» (p. 444). The partly lacunose word must be a predicative
adjective agreeing with T@v mavnyvpewy, but its reading is uncertain. The first trace
is a tall upright curving to the right; the second is part of a descending oblique; after
the small lacuna a thick upright.

16 émkovpiac deopéync: cf. P.Oxy. LVI 3857. 4-6 (IV) tiv Bvyatépa fudv
Teppaviav émkovpiac Seopévny, a Christian letter of recommendation; the expression
goes back to the Classical period (see LS] s.v. émkovpia).

16-17 tic te &[p]xiic Thic yvpuvactapyk[ij]c émkovpiac deopévync, Sia o Avcitehéc
TO TTpOC TNV TOALY Dep Tod edpickecOat teptovciav yv[uvalctdpy[w]y: for the finan-
cial pressures on the gymnasiarchy and the Roman administration’s concern to ensure
a good supply of gymnasiarchs, cf. PAmbh. II 70. 2-4 = W.Chr. 149 (Herm.; 113-17)
tob kpatictov fyepovoc Povtil[iov AJodm(ov) kedebcavtoc cuctalijval T TOANL
TOV avadopdtwy Ti[c yv]pvaciapyiac, iy[a oi] kadict[a]vdpevol (1. kabictavopevor)
nipoBupdtepov vropé[vwce]t o dvédwpa [, «the prefect Rutilius Lupus, vir perfectissi-
mus, having ordered the reduction of the greater part of the expenses of the gymna-
siarchy, so that those appointed may more readily undertake the expense».
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Appendix: An Imperial Addressee?

The name and function of the addressee of 2 are not extant. In line 6 his subscription
is referred to as Oeiac cov vVmoypagfic. Oeioc is usually the translation of Latin sacer,
an epithet which «is applied to everything connected with the emperor».!* For its
application to imperial subscriptions, cf. IGBulg IV 2236. 79-80 = SEG XLIV 610 =
HAUKEN 1998, no. I. 1. 5 (Scaptopara, Thrace; 238) dwa Oeiac cov dvtiypagic, a stone
copy of a petition addressed to the emperor Gordian III, and SEG LVII 1429. 21 =
HAUKEN 1998, no. I. 2. 6 (Takina, Phrygia; 212/13) t0)[v Oei]av dvtrypagny, referring
to a subscription of Antoninus.!> Compare the phrases divina subscriptio and sacra
subscriptio in CIL VIII 10570 ii. 7, iv. 13 = ILS 6870 = HAUKEN 1998, no. I. 1. 1 (Africa;
181/2), which refer to a subscription of Commodus. The formula usually employed in
petitions to prefects or epistrategi is St iepdc cov vmoypa@iic, attested from the mid
second century onwards: the earliest instances are PWisc. I 33. 3 (Ars.?; 147) and SB
XIV 12087 A. 3 (Ars.; 162), the latter referring to an epistrategus. In these cases iepoc
is probably the equivalent of Latin sanctus.!® Are we then facing here merely a sub-
stitution of Oeiac for iepdc in reference to the prefect,!” whether as a result of scribal
error or rhetorical exaggeration, or could the petition actually have been addressed
to an emperor? The former is the simpler assumption, but it seems worthwhile to
investigate the latter possibility in greater detail, if only to reject it more confidently.
If the subscription dates from 1 April 201 rather than 1 April 169 (see above, gen-
eral introd.), it is perhaps not completely inconceivable that the petitioner submitted
the complaint to Septimius Severus when the latter resided in Antioch or wherever
he was in the Near East at the time (in April 169 Marcus Aurelius was in Rome). But
such a scenario would be extremely improbable. Since petitions had to be presented
in person or by an agent closely connected to the petitioner,!® this hypothesis would
imply that Q. Marinus Claudianus undertook a relatively long journey outside Egypt
concerning a matter of a mere couple thousands of drachmas. Although the practice
and frequency of petitioning emperors by private individuals are well documented,"’
neither the subject of the petition nor the social standing of the petitioner seem im-

14 BERGER 1953, 53 s5.v. 2. On the connotations of the adjective, see generally HILTBRUNNER
1968.

15 On the preference for avtiypagn = rescriptum over vmoypagn to designate imperial sub-
scriptions, see HAUKEN 1998, 302, and cf. NORR 1981, 31f.

16 Cf. HILTBRUNNER 1968, 15: «Sanctus ist eben keineswegs ein Synonym von sacer. Sanctus
kann man auch von einem Privatmann sagen, um auszudriicken, er sei durch sittliche Integritat
und hohe virtus ausgezeichnet.»

7" Cf. NORR 1981, 31f.: «Wenn ein statthalterlicher Bescheid als iepa vmoypagr| und ein kai-
serlicher Bescheid als sacra subscriptio bezeichnet werden konnte, so lag Verwechslungsgefahr
und Rangvermischung nahe.»

18 See WILLIAMS 1974, 93-8. Cf. also MILLAR 1977, 475: «The petitioners ... had either to
take advantage of the emperor’s presence in their vicinity or to travel to where he was.»

19" See the classic treatment by MILLAR 1977, 240-52, 537-49.
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portant enough to justify a trip outside the province. The fact that the subscription
simply refers the matter back to a procurator in Egypt may not be a decisive objec-
tion against such a scenario, for this was common practice in imperial subscriptions
in general, even in response to petitions submitted by provincials in Rome;?° but it
seems very unlikely that it would have been known outside Egypt that only a deputy
was occupying the office of the epistrategus at the time. Finally, the Egyptian date of
the subscription ought to imply that it was issued in Egypt, unless we posit that the
original Roman date was «translated» to an Egyptian one in an informal copy such as
this.?!

Since it would be easier to assume that a petitioner from Oxyrhynchus approached
the emperor when the latter was in Egypt, could Severus have been still in the province
in the spring of 201? The date of Severus™ departure for Syria and his exact wherea-
bouts in March-April 201 are in fact unclear. After the conclusion of his second mil-
itary campaign in Mesopotamia (197/8) and visits to various parts of Syria, Palestine,
and Arabia, the emperor arrived in Egypt with his family in 199, probably towards the
end of the year.?2 He very likely remained there until sometime after August 200, since
the Alexandrian coins of his ninth regnal year, which in Egypt ran from 29 August
200 to 28 August 201, continue to bear a representation of the imperial family on their
reverse in honour of its presence in Egypt (thereby displacing the local Alexandrian
types).?> We know that the emperor kept residence in Alexandria until at least late
April 200, after which he conducted a tour of the province, visiting Memphis, Thebes,
and the southern border (HA Vita Severi 17. 4; Cassius Dio 75. 13. 1; IGR11113).Ifa
statement in Malalas’ chronicle is to be trusted, he seems to have returned to Alexan-
dria before going back to Syria, apparently by sea.?*

The emperor is often assumed to have left Egypt before the end of 200 and to have
been in Syria already at the beginning of 201. But there is little concrete evidence to
substantiate this assumption, and we simply do not know when precisely Severus de-
parted from Egypt or where he was on 1 April 201.25 Severus and his son Antoninus

20 Cf. WiLL1aMs 1974, 96f.: «In the Code there are numerous examples, from the Severan
period, of petitioners being referred back to the governor or some other appropriate officer» (in-
stances detailed in n. 84). NORR 1981, 6, suspects that the practice of referring petitions to other
officials «mag ... in der kaiserlichen subscriptio hiufiger geschehen sein, als unsere Quellen es
erkennen lassen». For epigraphic examples, cf. TURPIN 1991, 111-14.

2L TurpIN 1991, 107, observes that even «[i]Jmperial decisions delivered in Egypt were nor-
mally given Egyptian dates».

22 The exact month of his arrival is disputed; see LEw1s 1979 and the further bibliography
assembled by MiTTHOF 2001, I 52 n. 59.

2 Seee.g. VoGt 1924,1165-7.

24 Malalas, Chronographia 12. 21 THURN: dn0 8¢ Ale€avdpeiac éEehOwv AABev (sc. O
Cépnpoc) év Aaodikeia tijc Cuplac. For the journey by sea, cf. IG XIV 917 = IGRI 380 = L.Porto
3 (Portus, Italy; 201).

% Scholars who assume Severus’ departure from Egypt in 200: HASEBROEK 1921, 124, stat-
ing in n. 2 simply that «Eine lingere als einjdhrige Dauer des Aufenthalts [of Severus in Egypt]
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inaugurated their joint consulship on 1 January 202 in Antioch, which implies that
they were in Syria before the end of 201, but this provides us only with a terminus
ante quem.?® In the spring of 201 Severus may have been still in the Egyptian chora,
back in Alexandria, somewhere in the vicinity of Egypt, or in Syria. It is not known
whether he stopped by Oxyrhynchus on his way to or back from the Thebaid, but if he
did, we would have expected such a visit to be mentioned in the later petition to him
and Antoninus by Aurelius Horion, P.Oxy. IV 705 = CPJ II 450 (after 202; BL II 96).%”
If Severus remained in Egypt as late as April 201, he would have spent a considerably
longer time there than has previously been assumed - long enough to become inti-
mately acquainted with the administrative, economic, and social problems besetting
the province and to institute the substantive and lasting reforms for which his visit is
known.?®

There are, however, several serious objections that can be raised to such a hypoth-
esis:

(i) We have plenty of examples of rescripts and responses by Severus from the pe-
riod of his Egyptian sojourn; see the lists compiled by HAENScH 2007, 226-33, and
ParaTHOMAS 2000, 130, to which add the text published in the latter article, now re-
printed as SB XXV1 16787, and P.Oxy. LXXVII 5114.% Where explicit, all were issued
when the emperor was staying in Alexandria before his travels south, and all examples

mochte ich nicht annehmen»; HANNESTAD 1944, 207-9, proposing a departure between 29 Au-
gust and 1 October, but on questionable grounds and in the context of a flawed overall chronol-
ogy of Severus’ Egyptian sojourn; HALEMANN 1986, 216-23, esp. 218, 221, arguing merely from
absence of evidence after April 200; KienasT - Eck — HEIL 62017, 150 («Ende 200[?] Riickkehr
nach Syrien»). More circumspect are BIRLEY 21988, 139 («He left Egypt by ship for Syria, but
neither the exact date nor his precise whereabouts during the year 201 are on record»); BARNES
1989, 255f. («It is not known when precisely Severus returned to Syria»); CORIAT 1997, 182 1. 30
(«Ala fin de 200 ou au début de 201, il revint par mer d’Alexandrie en Syrie»).

26 Cf. HA Vita Severi 16. 8: dein cum Antiochiam transisset, data virili toga filio maiori secum
eum consulem designavit, et statim in Syria consulatum inierunt. The narrative in HA is confused
at this point and the event is incorrectly placed before the visit to Egypt rather than after it; see
HAseBROEK 1921, 118.

% This document reveals that Severus honoured the Oxyrhynchites by granting them an
audience first after Pelusium upon his arrival in Egypt, and that he esteemed the Oxyrhynchite
citizen Aurelius Horion highly enough to be addressed by him and address him in turn by letter;
on the latter honour, cf. MILLAR 1977, 216f.

28 His most significant reform was, of course, the grant of city councils to Alexandria and
the metropoleis of the province, but he left other imprints besides; cf. JORDENSs 2009, 245 with
n. 291, and HAENScH 2007, 213 1.

2 Most of these texts can be conveniently consulted in OLIVER 1989, 444-83 nos. 220-24,
226-43, 248, 250-51, 253, although the identification of some of them as rescripts to petitions
is uncertain (see PAPATHOMAS 2000, 130f., and HAENSCH 2007 for an update and further bib-
liography). See also the discussion of some Severan rescripts by LEw1s 2002 and more generally
CoRIAT 1997 on the emperor’s judicial and legislative activities.
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whose date is preserved extend from December 199 to April 200. A subscription from
April 201 would thus be an outlier. A possibility which cannot be absolutely ruled out
is that regnal year <> (0) in our text is a copying error for 8> (1), for a date on 1 April
200 would conveniently bring the papyrus in line with the other dated rescripts of
Severus. If the document was originally dated to the eighth year but was copied in the
ninth year, it is conceivable that a scribe more accustomed to dating by the current
year wrote in the latter mechanically.

(ii) Imperial subscriptions to petitions are typically prefaced by the emperor’s name
and the name of the petitioner in the form 6 8¢iva (with imperial titulature) t@® d¢ivi.*°
The lack of such a formal preface in 2 may be attributed to abridgement in the process
of copying and the informal nature of the copy, but it could also simply suggest that
this is a standard prefect’s subscription, where we would not expect an address.>! The
wording of the brief subscription itself has parallels in two other subscriptions by
prefects (see 2 11 n.).

(iii) An imperial subscription is usually referred to as dvtiypagr| in Greek petitions,
not boypa@n as in 2 6; see the examples cited above in § 1 of this Appendix with n. 15.

(iv) Perhaps most decisively, the style and language of the petition may strike one
as too routine for such an august addressee as the emperor, although this can be im-
puted to a local scribe too little familiar with the requisite niceties: note the simple
KUpte (2 4), the unelaborate and formulaic v’ @ evepyet(nuévoc) (2 10 with n.), and
the final Sievt(bxet) without any form of address (2 10). The petition to Hadrian in
SB XVI 12509 (1307?) similarly concludes with a bare 6181)10)_(81 (6), but its request is
slightly more elaborately phrased than that of the present text (1 (&&o0uév ce vel sim.)
[Cw]tfipa kai Evepyétny éefjcat fiHac KTA.).3?

To these objections might be added the lack of mention of a fovAr| in a petition
otherwise concerned with magistracies and the city’s finances, despite the establish-
ment of this institution by Severus in 200 CE. Altogether, these difficulties, the easy
semantic overlap between iepdc and Oeloc, and the possibility of scribal error or the
petitioner’s desire to flatter the prefect cannot allow us to infer with any confidence

30 Seee.g. SBXVI12509. 8-9 (130?); CIL III 411. 8 = ILS 338 (Smyrna; 139); CIL VIII 10570
iv. 1-4 =ILS 6870 = HAUKEN 1998, no. 1. 1. 1 (Africa; 181/2); SEG XXXVII 1186. 1-3 = HAUKEN
1998, no. I. 2. 6 (Takina, Phrygia; 212/13); IGBulg IV 2236. 165-6 = SEG XLIV 610 = HAUKEN
1998, no. I. 1. 5 (Scaptopara, Thrace; 238); CIL IIT 14191. 2-3 = OGIS II 519 = HAUKEN 1998,
no. I. 1. 6 (Aragua, Phrygia; 244-6). I leave aside imperial rescripts preserved or quoted inde-
pendently of petitions.

31 On the forms of subscriptions by prefects in this period, see HAENSCH 1994, 493-504,
with PAPATHOMAS 1997, 767.

32 For general comparison with the language of other petitions to emperors, cf. P.Coll.
Youtie IT 66 = P.Oxy. XLVII 3366 (258; BL IX 58), PSI XIV 1422 (c. 301/2; on the date see P.Oxy.
LXXIX p. 170), PRyl. IV 617 (Leont.; 317?), and the epigraphic texts reproduced in HAUKEN
1998, although it must be borne in mind that many of these examples are later than 2; cf. also
P.Oxy. IV 705 = CPJ II 450 (after 202; BL II 96).
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that the petition was addressed to Severus and that he remained in Egypt until the
spring of 201.

Lady Margaret Hall

Oxford OX2 6QA

United Kingdom
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