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ROBERT PARKER - D I R K O B B I N K 

Aus der Arbeit der «Inscriptiones Graecae» V I I . 
Sales o f Priesthoods on Cos I I * 

2 Priesthood <of the Symmachidab 

Unpublished (Inv. Ν 66). Fragment o f a stele o f white marble, broken at the 
bot tom. Fig. 1. Height 29.5 cms., w id th 40, thickness 7. Decorated at the top 
wi th a cymation. Height o f letters 1 to 1.3 cms., line interval 0.8. Copied by 
H E R Z O G in 1900, when it was built into the wall o f the house in Cos town 
owned by Giannis Myros. Mentioned i n H E R Z O G , H G K 43, 49. Lines 1-5 were 
cited by G.PuGLiESE C A R R A T E L L I , A S A A n.s. 25/26, 1963-64, 173 n. 124. Ed i ­
ted here f rom H E R Z O G ' S transcript and squeeze. 

Έπΐ μονάρχου Χαρμίδα, μ[η]νός Πετ[αγ]ε[ ι ] -
τνύου έκκαιδεκάται, τάδε συνέγρα­
ψαν περί τάς ίερωσύνας των Σ[υ]μμ[α]-
χιδάν τοΐ αίρεθέντες άνδρες Νικ[ά]ν[ω]ρ 

5 Άγησία, Σιμίας Φαινο[κ]ρίτου· τοΐ πωλ[η]ταί 
άποδόσ[#]ων ταν ίερωσ[ύν]αγ· ό δέ πριά-
μενος ά[λ]ειτούργητος έστω πάσας λε ι ­
τουργίας πλάν τριηραρχίας [κ]αί λαμ-
παδαρχίας· κ[α]ρπευέτω δέ και τό τέ-

10 [μενο]ς κα[ί c 9 τ]ό εν τοις κ — 

3 Σ[υ]μμ[α]χιδάν: Nothing is visible of the second letter except what may be the foot 
of a vertical, centrally positioned, and what might be the end of the left branch of Y. 
The space is too large for I . 5 Φαινο[κ]ρίτου HERZOG, Φανοκρίτου PUGLIESE CARRA­
TELLI , perhaps a mere lapsus. All that is visible is the top of a vertical which could 
belong either to I or N; but measurement of the space suggests that more than one 
letter stood between A and O. 10 [τό οίκημα ? τ]ό εν τοις κ[άποις?] HERZOG. 

For Part I see Chiron 30, 2000, 415-449. We owe especial thanks to Dr. 
C. V. CROWTHBR for undertaking autopsy of nos. 3 and 4, to the Ephor Dr. 
L PAPACHRISTODOULOU for the grant of a study permit, and for other assistance, to 
CROWTHP.R, and to the Coan epimelete Dr. D. BOSNAKIS for generous help to 
CROWTHER on Cos. 
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Translation 

The men elected, Nikanor, son o f Agesias, Simias, son o f Phainokritos drew up 
the following regulations concerning the priesthood o f the Symmachidai. 

The poktai shall sell the priesthood. The purchaser shall be exempt from all 
liturgies except trierarchy and lampadarchy. He shall enjoy the proceeds o f the 
temenos and (the building? in the gardens?). 

Commentary 

We have here items 1, 3, 7 and 15 (cf. Chiron 30, 2000, 424-426) from a 
διαγραφά for a priesthood. For the date see below on line 1. The main interest 
and problem o f the text lies i n the identity o f the otherwise unattested 
Συμμαχίδαι. I n other Coan διαγραφαί, as in normal Greek usage, a (priesthood 
o f X> is a priesthood serving the deity X . By this criterion the Symmachidai 
should be gods or heroes, not a human group. Yet they do not sound much 
like deities. (Symmachides would be easier - cf. e.g. Leukippides, Hya-
kinthides, Koronides — but that i n Coan would have required the feminine 
article τάν). Groups o f patronymic name fo rm who receive cult, such as Aiaki-
dai and Herakleidai, are not very common, and no trace survives o f a hero 
Symmachos whose descendants might have been so worshipped. Numerous 
human groups o f patronymic name formation, by contrast, are attested on 
Cos, and we know o f two priesthoods that were attached to such groups in 
the fourth century: the priesthood o f Zeus Polieus to the Hippiadai, that o f 
Demeter Olympia to the Pollondai.2 Symmachos is several times attested on 
Cos as a personal name. The Symmachidai are presumably a gentilician group 
o f similar type, by whose name, rather than that o f the god, a particular cult 
had for now unrecoverable reasons come to be known. A n y special relation 
that the Symmachidai may once have had wi th the cul t 3 must largely have 
vanished by the date o f our text. What is here offered for sale is priesthood in 
a public cult (since the purchaser receives exemption from civic duties), and 
any Coan can apparendy seek to buy it . 

1 E D 216, the first διαγραφά for the priesthood o f Dionysos Thyllo-
phoros, was passed under the same μόναρχος. E D 216 belongs, on f i rm proso-
pographic grounds, about a generation before or after P H 10 and 44, o f c. 200 
B.C., and contains a successful amendment proposing that a special fund be 
established <so that the shrine o f Antigonus may receive maintenance/repair 

1 See HERZOG, H G K 43, where the Symmachidai are included. 
2 LSCG 156 A 17; 154 A 34-35. Note too the association of the Amphiareidai with 

a priesthood of Apollo in LSCG 156 Β 20-21. 



Sales of Priesthoods on Cos II 231 

(έπισκευά) and all honour). Antigonus is a dead Macedonian king (whose iden­
tity does not need to concern us here, since it is restoration and not creation o f 
a shrine that is proposed): a king, because o f the cult's civic prominence; dead, 
because l iving but not dead kings are described i n decrees as <king> so-and-so. 
Though <the Antigoneion> apparendy still stood and may even have had a priest 
in the second century ( E D 85), public Coan policy towards Macedon was con-
sistendy hostile f rom the time o f the war against Philip V in 201. Circa 220 may 
therefore seem a much easier date than c. 180 for the proposal to grant the 
Macedonian's shrine <all honour).4 But i t is the opinion o f C. V. C R O W T H E R that 
our text and, more emphatically, E D 216 would be palaeographically isolated 
among Coan decrees o f the late third century. (Isolated among Coan decrees) i n 
that formulation is not synonymous wi th (isolated among Greek inscriptions), 
since third century parallels for the main features i n question can be adduced 
f rom non-Coan decrees and even f rom Coan texts o f shorter scope.5 The argu­
ment is, therefore, admittedly fragile and provisional. But we know from Poly-
bius that Perseus' attempts to (drum up Greek support) (ελληνοκοπεΐν) against 
Rome in the 170s were backed by a powerful faction o n Cos (where we chance 
to know that the king also owned property),6 even i f i n the end the island 
chose the Roman side in the T h i r d Macedonian War. A n alternative historical 
context can therefore be found for E D 216 at the date towards which the 
provisional palaeographical arguments direct it . For supporting prosopographical 
arguments see the following note. 

5 A Simias Phainokritou is on the list o f those who are eligible for the 
monarchia i n the Coan deme o f Isthmos, A S A A n.s. 25—26, 1963—64, 172 no. I X 

Cf. the cases mentioned by HERZOG, H G K 35. 
4 On all this see M. SEGRE, Rend. Pont. Ace. Rom. 17, 1941, 21-34, summarized and 

accepted by S. M . SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient Cos, Göttingen 1978, 115-16. Both favour 
seeing Antigonos) as Doson, as does now C H . HABICHT, Chiron 30, 2000, 320; for 
doubts see S. LE BOHEC, Antigone Dôsôn,-Nancy 1993, 356-57. The notion also some­
times canvassed that this Antigonos could be a private citizen is surely excessively scepti­
cal. 

3 ED 216 has broken-barred alphas, which are paralleled in extended texts of the 
second half of the third century from e.g. Magnesia (I.Magnesia 17, 18) and in dedica­
tions from Cos itself (K. HÖGHAMMAR, Sculpture and Society, Uppsala 1993, 92). Our 
text displays an alpha with a gendy curved bar comparable, for instance, to that seen in 
LDidyma 492, of 246 B.C.; there are now also several Coan parallels (see the table of 
letter-forms in Chiron 28, 1998, 162 - but, pace the table, no. 24, an epidosis text appa­
rently datable to the 240s, does not [CROWTHER] show this form). 

6 Polyb. 25.3.1, 30.7.9-10; cf. SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient Cos, 134 (property on Cos); 
P .S .DEROW in CAH V I I I 2 , 1989, 301-3; C. V.CROWTHER, Chiron 29, 1999, 292 n. 94. 
CROWTHER argues the case here summarised in. the unpublished paper cited below 
(n. 13); its conclusions are accepted by C H . HABICHT, Chiron 30, 2000, 320. 
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α 4 9 - 5 0 (c. 180-175 7 B.C.). A Nikanor son o f Agesias appears i n three further 
texts relating to Cos:8 P H 114, dedication as hypogymnasiarch (2n t c.?); E D 2 
(on which see Chiron 30, 2000, 422 n. 19), where he is a προστάτας; Milet . 3, 
119b 4—5, where the son o f a Coan so named was granted proxeny by Miletus 
in a text that apparently belongs at the end o f the second century. A dating o f 
our text c. 175 would sit very comfortably w i t h the lower o f the dates proposed 
for E D 2, but would still barely allow our Nikanor to be identified w i t h the 
father o f the man honoured by Miletus. There would obviously be no serious 
difficulty in accepting the c. 220 dating for our text and detecting an earlier 
member o f a family that was to remain prominent. 
6—9 For such exemption clauses see topic 7 (Chiron 30, 2000, 424). O f 
the priest o f Hermes Enagonios it is said ατελής έστω στρατείας ύπερορίου, 
ίπποτροφίας, τριηραρχίας, χοραγιάν, λαμπαδαρχίας κα ι τάν αλλαν λειτουργών 
πασάν ( E D 145. 6—8). More commonly a priest is exempted, as here, f rom <all 
liturgies except trierarchy and lampadarchy> (so in the cult o f Herakles Kal l in i -
kos, E D 238 and 180; E D 215; unknown cult, E D 109, where a third excep­
t ion was added) or <all except trierarchy) (Kyrbanthes, E D 177); further exemp­
tions are sometimes added, as i n E D 180 (cf. 238) άπολελύσθω δε και 
σιτοφυλακίας κα ι ύποδοχας 'Ρωμαίων καί έπιμηνιείας πάσας εφ' άς αίρεΐται ό 
δάμος and E D 177 (στρατεία ύπερόριος <and all other liturgies)). 

I n Priene, the potential priest o f Dionysos Phleos was offered a graduated 
scale o f exemptions, some operative i f the eventual purchase price exceeded 
6,000 drachma! and more i f i t went over 12,000 (LSA 37. 24-30) . By the same 
principle, no doubt, i n Cos the priesthoods that were expected to realize the 
highest sum brought w i t h them the most substantial exemptions.9 

A full list cannot be drawn up o f <all the other liturgies) f rom which the 
Coan priests were granted exemption. The most important were doubtless the 
two mentioned explicitly i n E D 145, hippotrophy and choragia (the latter speci­
fied also in E D 109. 11). LSCG 156 A 6, a comparable text f rom the 4 ' 1 c , 
apparently mentioned the office o f μόναρχος. Several further civic offices or 
functions can be envisaged, such as phylarchy and gymnasiarchy; but i t is not 
clear which o f these on Cos would have counted as liturgies, which as magis­
tracies. The convergence o f magistracy and liturgy in the hellenistic period has 

7 This date depends on the re-dating of the contemporary PH 367-68 by 
C H . HABICHT, Chiron 30, 2000, 314-19. 

8 Cf. K.HÖGHAMMAR, MDAI(A) 111, 1996, 348 n. 50. 
With the total exemption granted the priest of Hermes Enagonios on Cos compare 

the huge sum realized by the sale of the priesthood of Hermes Agoraios in Erythrai, 
LSA 25.105. 

10 See SHERWINTWHITE, Ancient Cos, 198. 
11 See the index to SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient Cos, s.v. liturgies (to be read with the 

reservation on p. 213 n. 249). 
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been much discussed,12 and E D 180 (cited above) neatly illustrates the com­
plexity o f the issue. O n the one hand, i t distinguishes clearly between <liturgies> 
and other functions such as (guarding the corn, providing hospitality to Ro­
mans and every έπιμηνιεία to which the people makes election). O n the other, 
i t treats these offices which it distinguishes from liturgies as being, none the 
less, quasi-obligatory burdens from which exemption may be granted. 

3 Priesthood o f an u n k n o w n g o d (Asklepios?) 

H E R Z O G Inv. AS 57 = M 71 . Three fragments forming a white marble stele; 
right margin preserved, broken at the top, bo t tom and left, and inscribed on 
both sides. Fig. 2 (side A ) ; fig. 3 (side B). Excavated by H E R Z O G in the Askle-
pieion in 1903; now in the basement o f the archaeological museum in Kos 
town. Height: 22.5 cms., w id th 27.5, thickness 9.5. Height o f letters: 1 cm., line 
interval 0.5-0.7. The stones have suffered chipping at the edges since H E R -
ZOG'S squeezes were made. 

Unpublished. Edited here f rom H E R Z O G ' S transcript and squeeze, f rom 
photographs taken by C. V. C R O W T H E R and f rom CROWTHER'S report o f his 
autopsy. 

A 

[ ]ατειαν κ α ι [λειτουργιάν] 
[πλάν τριηραρχίας κ]αί λαμπαδαρχίας· κ[αθήσθ]ω 
[δέ κα ι έμ προεδ]ρίαι και σπονδαρχ[είτω κα]θα 
[και τοί άλλοι ί]ερεΐς' θυέτω δ[έ και ό] ίε[ρε]ύς 

5 [τώι Διονύσωι] καθ' έκασ[τον έ]γιαυτ[ό]ν τοις 
[Διονυσίοις ίερεΪ]ον τέλε[ον] λαμβά[νων] παρά 
[τάς πόλιος δραχ]μάς τριάκοντα κα[ί εύ]χέστ>ω 
[τοις έμμένουσι τ] ων πολιτάν τοις νό[μ]οις [και] 
[τοις ποτ' αυτός όμο]νοιοϋσι και τοις τα β — 

10 [ δαμοκ]ρατίάι εύ ήμεν α[ότοΐς και] 
[γένει ες τόν αεί χρό]νον μισθωσ[άντω δέ τοί πω]-
[ληταί ] Ι Ω Σ Η - - -

12 See Α. Η. M.JoNES, The Greek City, Oxford 1940, 167; M. RoSTOVTZEFF, Social and 
Economic History of the Hellenistic World, Oxford 1941, 620 (on <liturgical magistra­
cies)); P .VEYNE, Le pain et le cirque, Paris 1976, 275; for recent bibliography and a good 
discussion see R. VAN BREMEN, The Limits of Participation, Amsterdam 1996, 19-25. 
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Β 

χ οΐ 
επί μονάρχο[υ] δς κα γέν[ηται πράτιστος] 
μετά Πεισίστρατον το δέ [εισενιχθέν] 
άργύριον άναλισκόντω [τοΐ ταμίαι εις] 

5 τε τάν τιμάν τοΰ τόπου το[ΰ άπολαμβα]-
νομένου τοις άρχείοις κα ι εις [τάν ϊδρυ]-
σιν των αρχείων ει δέ τί κα π[εριήι, άναλισ]-
κόντω ες τό θέατρον, άλλ[ο δέ μηδέν έργον] 
τοΐ δέ λογισταί τοΐ αρχοντ[ες τάν θεριναν] 

10 [έξάμ]ηνον επί μονάρχου Π[εισιστράτου] 
[άπογρα]ψάντω όφειλόμεν[ον τό άργύριον] 
[τό πίπτον ά]πό τάς ίερφ[σύνας τώι δαμοσί]-
[ωι είς τα έργα κ]αΐ άφ[ελόντω ] 

Supplements not otherwise indicated are by HERZOG. A 1 What precedes must have 
roughly been of the form (HERZOG) [ό πριάμενος τάν ίερωσυναν ατελής έστω or άπο-
λελύσθω]. Thereafter [πασάν άρχαν και γραμμ]ατειαν (or ίερ]ατειάν) HERZOG; στρ]ατειαν 
Ο Β Β Ι Ν Κ - PARKER. 2—3 O B B I N K — PARKE;R; τ. . . [ — ε ν έκεχει]ρίαι και σπονδαΐς HER­
ZOG. 9—10 τοις τα βέ[λτιστα ποιοϋσι έν δαμοκ]ρατίαι HERZOG. 12 πα άξ]ιώση[ι HERZOG. 
Β 3 or τό δ[έ πεπτωκός] HERZOG. 

Translation 

A : [The purchaser o f the priesthood should be exempt from . . .] and [public 
obligations, except for the trierarchy] and superintendence o f the lampadedro-
mia, and he is to be seated in the first row and perform the opening libations 
just like the other priests. Moreover, the priest should sacrifice a full-grown 
vic t im [to Dionysus] each year at the [Dionysia], receiving thirty drachmai [from 
the city], and he should pray that those citizens who [abide by] the laws [and 
preserve concord among themselves] and [. . . under] the democracy should 
[themselves flourish and their family for] ever. [The civic board o f contractors] 
should put out on contract . . . 

B : . . . in the term o f the monarch who comes [first] after Peisistratos. [The 
treasurers] should expend the money [which has been paid in] for the price o f 
the place set aside for the public offices and for the building o f the public 
offices. I f any (money) is left over, they should spend i t on the theatre, [but on 
no other project]. The financial officials {logistaî) in charge for the six [summer] 
months i n the monarchy o f Pfeisistratos should record] the [money that has 
become available] f rom the (sale of) the priesthood as being owed [to the pub­
lic funds for works, and] they should remove ( ? ) . . . 
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Commentary 

This is an opisthographic text inscribed on both sides in the same hand. 
C. V. C R O W T H E R ascribes i t to the cutter responsible for Chiron 29, 1999, 2 5 7 -
260 no. 2, o f c. 280 B.C.1 3 Β 8 probably implies that the theatre o f Cos is still 
under construction, whereas we know that the theatre existed in time to be 
mentioned by Antigonus o f Carystus,14 whose floruit is put c. 240 B.C. What 
we have marked as side A begins w i th two topics familiar f rom διαγραφαί for 
priesthoods, those that appear in the list (Chiron 30, 2000, 424) as 7 (exemp­
tions) and 8 (other privileges); the latter has an expanded fo rm by which 
prayers to be made by the priest on a civic occasion are specified. Side Β in i t i ­
ally discusses the expenditure o f a sum o f money for purposes o f building. But 
line 12 appears to indicate that the money in question is that deriving f rom the 
sale o f a priesthood. Probably then what we have is a single διαγραφά, the ear­
liest such to survive, the text o f which wraps from one side o f the stone to the 
other, as often. The specific information that the text provides about the use 
to be made o f the money realised by the sale o f a priesthood gives it a special 
interest. H E R Z O G placed the two sides in the opposite order f rom that adopted 
here, but topics 7 and 8 usually appear near the beginning o f such texts. 

The god served by the priest is not named. The find-spot, the Asklepieion, 
creates a presumption that i t was Asklepios and that this is a further διαγραφά for 
the priesthood in the joint cult o f Asklepios, Hygieia and Epione known f rom 
LSCG 155.18-19 and other texts.16 There is no difficulty i n the idea that, i f the 
supplements i n A 5 and 6 are correct, the priest o f Asklepios should also have 
sacrificed to Dionysos at the Dionysia, and the prominent civic role assigned to 
the priest in 7—10 would well suit the cult o f Asklepios on Cos. Dionysos himself 
was served on Cos, as far as we know, by priestesses, not priests. O n the other 
hand, at least one διαγραφά for the priest o f a god other than Asklepios has been 
found in the Asklepieion, though perhaps in secondary use (Chiron 30, 2000, 
415—417, no. 1). So the matter cannot be settled w i th certainty. 

A 1-2 A helpful parallel for A 1-4 is E D 145.5-10 ό πριάμενος τάν ίερα-
τείαν ατελής έστω στρατείας ύπερορίου, ίπποτροφίας, τριηραρχίας, χοραγιαν, λαμ-
παδαρχίας, και τάν άλλαν λειτουργών πασάν σπενδέτω δέ και εν τοϊς άγώσιν, και 

" In a paper <The dating of Koan Hellenistic Inscriptions) presented to the conferen­
ce on Hellenistic Cos held at Uppsala in May 2000. 

Section 161 of 'Ιστοριών παραδόξων συναγωγή (= Callimachus fr. 407. X X X I I I 
PFEIFFER), in O . K E L L E R , Rerum naturalium scriptores Graeci minores I , 1877: on the 
theatre (already mentioned as a place of display for a decree in PH 10 a 25 of c. 200) cf. 
SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient Cos, 25. 

For other examples see Chiron 30, 2000, 432 n. 63. 
16 Listed in SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient Cos, 347 n. 488. 
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έμ προεδρίαι καθήσθω κ α Μ και τοΐ άλλοι ιερείς. H E R Z O G reasonably assumed 
that something like [ό πριάμενος τάν ίερωσύναν ατελής έστω] must have pre­
ceded A 1. He restored A 1 as [πασ&ν άρχαν (though we could have another 
liturgy here) και γραμμ]ατειάν και [λειτουργιάν]. The τ that he read in 
γραμμ]ατειάν gives a perfect fit wi th the traces on the stone, but γραμματεία 
is unattested and implausible as a Coan liturgy. O f the possibilities suggested 
by E D 145 (quoted above), [χορ]αγειάν can be excluded: it would require the 
postulate o f an unusual spelling, and the broad γ o f this script is too large for 
the space. The plural i n [στρ]ατειαν (cf. στρατείας in E D 7 Β 10, 145. 6, 177.7 
in similar contexts) would be unexpected, though not unthinkable (cf. φόρων 
δέ και στρατειών άφεΐσθαι i n a citizenship decree f rom Metropolis i n Thessaly, 
3 , d / 2 n d c. B.C. [ C H . H A B I C H T , K l i o 52, 1970, 139 lines 7 -8 ] ) . 

I n principle the end o f A 1 and start o f A 2 could be supplemented as 
listing further specific liturgies from which the priest is granted exemption. But 
the καί o f A 1 would not be well i n place in such a continuous list, and there 
are numerous Coan parallels (see on no. 2.7—9 above) for the restoration pro­
posed here by H E R Z O G whereby exemption is granted from all liturgies except 
trierarchy and lampadarchy. For the Coan torch races organised by the λαμπαδ-
άρχης see P H . G A U T H I E R , R E G 108, 1995, 576-85 , and more generally on 
the organisation o f torch-races M . W Ö R R L E , Stadt und Fest i m kaiserzeitlichen 
Kleinasien, Munich 1988, 220-26 . 

A 2 - 4 The kind o f restoration that is required here is clear from E D 145. 
8—10 (quoted above on A 1—2) and from several further parallels: E D 177.9— 
10 (Kyrbanthes) [σπενδέτω δ' έ]ν τοις χορικοΐς άγώσι καί καθήσθ[ω έμ] 
[προεδρίαι καθά κα]ί τοΐ άλλοι ιερείς; E D 180.20—21 καΰήσοω δέ καί έν προε­
δρίαι καί σπενδέτω έν πάσ[ι] [τ]οΐς χορικοΐς άγώσι μετά των άλλων ιερέων των 
δαμωδών; E D 215 Α 11 — 13 σπενδέτωι δέ έν τω ά[γώ]νι των Διονυσίων, καί έν 
προεδρία καθήσθω μετά [τ]ών άλλων ιερέων. I n the other texts the occasion on 
which the priest is to enjoy these privileges is specified: there is no room for 
such a specification (such as έν τοις χορικοΐς άγώσι) tes be supplied in ours, 
which evidently relies on a general social awareness o f the appropriate contexts. 

Σπονδαρχ[είτω: after δ, the squeeze shows apex and feet o f alpha, followed by 
the top o f an upright i n a narrow letter-space (read by H E R Z O G as ι ) , followed 
by a diagonal which H E R Z O G read as part o f σ. The angle and position, how­
ever, are equally compatible wi th upper left arm o f χ, and the preceding letter 
w i t h ρ, which seems also to show its (small) bowl. Σπονδαρχέω is not attested 
on Cos, but see LSA 37.15-19 (διαγραφή for the priest o f Dionysos Phleos, 
Priene, I I c. B.C.) Φύσει δέ καί τάς θυσίας τάς έν τώι θεάτρωι τώι Διονύσωι τώι 
Μελπομένωι καί λιβανωτόν έπιΰήσει καί σπονδαρχήσει καί τάς εύχάς εΰξεται 
υπέρ της πόλεως της Πριηνέων and perhaps SEG 29 1088 15—18 (διαγραφή for 
the priest o f Zeus Nemeios at Theangela in Caria) έστα[ι δέ] καί τοΰ σώματος 
άτε[λής καί --]ατείας καί σπο[νδαρχήσει? - - ] τώι Διον[ύσωι]. Herodotus tells us 
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that σπονδαρχία is among the priestly prerogatives o f the Spartan kings (6.57). 
Since σπονδαρχεΐν i n our text is a privilege shared by Coan priests i n general, 
the meaning cannot be that our priest w i l l personally perform the first libation 
o f all, but rather that he wi l l do so along wi th the other priests present, i.e. the 
priests as a group wi l l inaugurate the proceedings w i t h libations. 
A 7 - 1 1 The nearest parallel f rom a Coan priesthood διαγραφά is E D 109.4-
8 έπευχέσίΐων δε επί ται θυσ]ίαι τοις έμμένουσ[ιν εν ται πολιτείατ — και 
ό]μονοεϋσι τα ποτ' άλλ[άλους — και πολιτεύουσι εν δαμο]κρατίαι εύ ήμεν και 
α|υτοΐς κα ι έκγόνοις, τοις δε τάναντία ποιοϋσι κατ]α ταύτα δέ έπευχέσΰω[ν τάνάν-
τια γίνεσθαι. There however the prayer is made by civic officials at the t ime o f 
the priest's installation, whereas here i t is made annually by the priest himself. 
Λ 1 0 - 1 1 Similar phraseology at E D 109.6-7 (quoted above) and no. 4 A . 35, 
which, though fragmentary, supports γένει here. 
A 1 1 - 1 2 I n the διαγραφαί the πωληταί are regularly required to put out to 
contract bo th the initiation o f the priest/priestess (topic 12) and the inscription 
o f the decree (topic 17). 
Β 3 The monarchos Peisistratos is attested only here (and in 1. 10). See 
C H . H A B I C H T , Zur Chronologie der hellenistischen Eponyme von Kos, Chiron 
30, 2000, 308. 
Β 6—8 αρχεία (6—7) are official buildings, offices o f magistrates ( M . H O L -
L E Ä U X , Études d'épigraphie et d'histoire grecques I I I , Paris 1942, 245-47) . The 
sequence o f thought i n the whole section is comprehensible only on the view 
that the money to be spent on buying land for these offices, on building them 
and (in the event o f a surplus) on the theatre is that deriving from the sale o f 
the priesthood (12—13). Surviving Coan διαγραφαί for the sale o f priesthoods 
do not normally specify what is to be done w i t h the sums so raised, but two, i n 
fragmentary contexts, mention expenditures on adornment or repair o f the 
shrine which were presumably to be covered in this way ( E D 2 and 178). I t is 
very significant that our text, the one closest i n t ime to the introduction o f the 
practice o f selling priesthoods, apparently shows the proceeds being deployed 
for purposes o f secular building. 

4 A Priesthood o f Asklepios 

H E R Z O G Inv. (a): M 110 = Ε 77; (b): M 29 = Ε 43. Four fragments o f a white 
marble stele, discovered by H E R Z O G in 1903 when built into a door-frame 
somewhere in the Asklepieion. Fig. 5 (fr. b ) ; fig. 4 (fr. c). (a) was broken at top, 
left and bot tom, but preserved at right (line 8). (b) is broken into two connect­
ing fragments, and preserves left margin and bo t tom. Anathyrosis on left side 
and fixing tenon on bo t tom right, (c) preserves nearly the full thickness o f the 
stone, but no margins. The present location o f (a) is unknown; (b) is mounted 
on the wall o f the courtyard o f the Asklepieion epigraphical store; (c) is i n the 
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Asklepieion epigraphical store and has been assigned to this inscription by 
C. V. C R O W T H K R on the basis o f the hand. Dimensions: (a) unknown; (b) height 
64 cms., wid th 40, thickness 14-14.5; (c) height 13.3 cms., wid th 7, thickness 
14-14.5. Height o f letters 0.7 cms. 

O f the relationship o f fr. c to frs. a and b, C R O W T H K R writes: «an indication is 
offered by the line spacing. The interlinear spacing o f individual lines throughout 
the inscription falls consistently in the range 0.35—0.5 cm, but over a run o f several 
lines shows considerable variations. The spacing o f the nine lines o f fr. c is incom­
patible w i t h any similar group o f lines i n fr. a, but matches the spacing o f fr. b 
closely between lines 21—30. The possibility remains open that fr. c belongs to an 
earlier part o f the text, but this correspondence suggests that it may have be­
longed on the right o f fr. b between either lines 21—29 or lines 22—30.» 

Unpublished. Lines 11 -16 were quoted by E . Z I E B A R T H on H E R Z O G ' S 
authority i n Z£N 34, 1922, 3 6 - 3 7 (SEG 1, 344); H E R Z O G quoted 19-23 in 
H G K 56. We have used HER/ .OG'S transcripts and squeezes o f (a) and (b), 
photographs and squeezes o f (b) and (c) prepared by C. V CROWTHF.R. Several 
important changes here and in 4B are owed to CROWTHER'S autopsy o f the 
stones. Phrases underlined appear in the parallel text 4B. 

— δια a 
[ - όπως συγγ]ράφηται 
[ τε]λεύντωι 
[ εχ ε τ ] 0 { χαμίαι' ό δ[έ πριάμενος] 
[ τάν διαγραφάν — ]ιου' ό δέ προγ[εγραμμένος] 
[ - διδόντωι δέ πάντες τοί θ]ύοντες γέρη [τώι ίερεϊ βοός] 
[μέν ή όιός δέρμα και σκέλος, τώιν δέ αλλωιν σκέ]λος- έμβαλλόν[τωι δέ ές τόν] 
[θησαυρόν τώι θεώι βοός μέν (δραχμάς) β, τώιν δέ ίερείωιν τώιν μέν τε]λείωιν 

(δραχμάν) α, τώιν δέ 
[άτελείωιν τριώιβολον, επί δέ δρνιθι όβολόν καθ'] εν του δέ ές τόν θησαυρό [ν] 
[έμβαλλομένου έστωι τά μέν δύο μέρηι ] α κα δόξηι τώι δάμωι, τό [δέ] 
[τρίτον] μέρο[ς του ίερέωις τάν δέ κλαικ]ώιν μίαν μέν 
[έχέτ]ωι ό ίερεύ[ς, τάν δέ τοί προστάται, τάν δέ τοί τρα]πε[ζ]εΐται τάς τού θε[οΰ] 
[τραπ]έζας· άνο[ιγόντωι δέ έμ μηνί ?Πεταγειτνύωι] καθ' 'έκαστον ένιαυτόν [και] 
[έξ]αιρεύντωι τ[ό εύρεθέν και εν μέρος άποδιδόντωι τώι ίερ]εΐ, τα δέ δύο μέρηι 
[φ]ερόντωι επί τά[ν τράπεζαν όπως δοθήι ανάθεμα ές τό ίερ]όν άπό τάν άπαρχάν 
α κα δόξη(ι) τώι δ[άμωΐ' ό δέ ιερεύς έπιμελείσθω και δπωις ή] φώς έπί τώιν βωμώιν 
καί έπιθυμιήτ[αι λιβανωτός καί άνοιγνύηται ό ναός καθ' άμέραν] κύριος ώιν 
ζαμιουν τόν άτα[κτευντα μέχρι (δραχμάν) τ?- αϊ δέ κα μείζον]ο[ς ζαμίας φαίνητ]α[ι 
άξιος ήμεν έσαγ[γελλέσθωι ές τός ίεροφύλακας· έπιμελείσθωι δέ ό ιερεύς] 
καί δπωις τό τέμε [νος μή — βόσκηταν αϊ δέ τί κα εύρεθήι νεμόμενον, έξέστωι] 
καταθύεν τοις θε [οΐς ποι κατά - - ό] 
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εύρων τ ι νεμόμε[νον φαινέτωι ποτί τον ίερή επί τώι ήμίσσωι· τό δε λοιπόν] 
εστωι τώιν θεώιν [ αϊ δε κα] 
μή έμφανίσηι ή μή 

25 εν τώι τεμένει δε 
άπειθεΰντα κατά 
κατ' αυτά πρασσον 
τοί αίρεύμενοι ίεροφ[ύλακες ] 
και τοί ύπηρέται έκα 

30 θεού ποιείσθωι και αύτ 
τώι θεώι υπό του δάμου [ μή έξέστωι δέ μήτε] 
άρχοντι μήτε ίδιώιται [μηδενί ες άλλο καταχρήσασθαι τα τοΰ θεού χρήματα] 
ή μετάγεν τάς άπ' αύτώ[ιν ποθόδους ] 
αύτώι εστωι περί πάν δτι [κα γράψηι ή έπιψαφίξηι και άποτινέτωι (δραχμας) - ] 

35 και ά γνώιμαι άκυρος ήτ [ωι — -
γένει και χρήμασιν ές [τόν απάντα χρόνον επί δέ τάι πράσει τάς ίερωισύνας] 
θυσάντωι τοί προστάται 
θεού χρημάτωιν άπό δρα[χμδν — ] 

vacat 

- - ρεσια 
- - δων κα 
- - τ]οϋ δάμο[υ -
- - τοις θεο[ϊς -
- ς δέ αλλο — 
•π]ροαιρη[---
- το]ϋ θεού — 
•-α . τ 

Supplements not otherwise indicated are by HERZOG. 8 τώιν δέ ίερείων H A L L O F : τώιν δέ 
αλλωιν ίερείων (HERZOG) is too long for the space. 10 [τοΰ θεού ές] α HERZOG. 11 έχέτω δέ 
κλαΐκας τρεις' ταν δέ κλαι]κών HERZOG. 20 [καταβόσκηται] HERZOG. 21 τοις θε[οΐς τό εύρε-
θέν δπωις δέ μηδέ τοί κάποι καταβόσκωνται, ό] HERZOG. 33 αύτώ[ιν ποΦόδους, ή ένθύμιον 
τάς ές τους θεούς ασεβείας] HERZOG. 34 [γράψηι] ΟΒΒΙΝΚ. — PARKER: [προθήι] HERZOG. 35 
ήτ[ωι. τοις δέ τηρούσι ταν διαγραφάν ευ ήμεν αύτοΐς και] HERZOG. 37 [βοϋν χρυσόκερων τώι 
θεώι λαμβάνοντες εκ τώιν τού] HERZOG. 38 δραχ[μάν όκτακοσιάν] HERZOG. 

Translation 

L.6: A l l those sacrificing [should give] as share [to the priest: the skin and the 
leg in the case o f cattle or sheep, and the] leg [in the case o f other victims.] 
They should deposit [in the cash box] for the god [two drachmai] i n the case o f 
cattle, and [in the case o f sheep] one drachma for full-grown victims, [three 
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obols for young ones, and an obol] for a bird, per v ic t im. O f the proceeds 
deposited in the cash box, [two thirds should be the property (?) ] as deter­
mined by the community; [and the third] part [goes to the priest. ] the 
priest should have one [of the keys, the Prostatai another, and] the officers o f 
die bank o f the god the third. 

They should open [it i n the mon th o f PPetageitnuos] each year and remove 
[the contents] and give one third to the priest and deposit the other two thirds 
in [the bank so that there may be donated] as a dedication to the sanctuary 
f rom the offerings whatever the people decides. 

[The priest should see to it] also that there is fire on the altars and that 
[incense] is burned and [that the temple is opened every day,] having the 
authority to penalise anyone behaving in a disorderly way [up to ?300 drach-
mai. I f he appears to be deserving o f greater penalty,] let h im denounce h im 
[to the hierophylakes.] 

[The priest should see to it] that the precinct [is not used as a pasture. I f 
any (animal) is found feeding in i t , let i t be permitted] to sacrifice i t to the 
gods [ ] anyone finding any (animal) grazing [should denounce i t to the 
priest for half o f it . The remainder] shall be for the gods. 

L.31 : [ I t shall not be permitted either] for a magistrate nor any private 
person whosoever [to spend the sacred funds for any other purpose] nor to 
divert [the revenues] f rom them [ ] let h im have [ ] concerning every­
thing, whatever [he proposes or puts to the vote and he should pay a penalty 
o f - - drachmai] and his proposal should be invalid; [ ] for his family and 
property for [all time.] 

[Upon the sale o f the priesthood] the Prostatai should sacrifice [ ] out o f 
the funds o f the god to the value o f [- - drachmai]. 

Commentary 

H E R Z O G assigned this inscription to the first century B.C. Restoration is sub­
stantially guided by the discovery o f a fragmentary inscription on another stone, 
4B below, bearing a closely similar text, but w i t h different lineation. Reconsti­
tuted line lengths show that they were close enough in format as well as phras­
ing to aid i n reconstructing one another. I n the case o f 4A, however, the pre­
parer o f the text or the stone cutter was at pains to insert iota m u t u m at every 
conceivable opportunity, perhaps to insinuate an impression o f correctness. 

The provenance o f the stone f rom the Asklepieion does not provide conclu­
sive p roo f that the god named in lines 8, 12, 30—31 and 38 is Asklepios (see 
above no. 3). But the references to a thesaurus, 7ff., reinforce the probability, 

17 «Der Steinmetz verwirrt sich beständig mit dem Jota mutum» (HERZOG, H G K 
p. 56). 
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given that the Asklepieion is known to have contained one. So too does the 
specific provision for birds as sacrificial victims in 9.18 Probably this text, like 
E D 2, relates to the joint cult o f Asklepios, Epione and Hygieia1 9 (cf. the 
references to sacrifices to <the gods> i n 21 and 23). 

6—11 Sacrificial perquisites and fees (topic 13). 
7 - 9 For the payment o f a small fee supplementary to the perquisites in 
kind required in 6 - 7 see Chiron 30, 2000, 437f. on no. 1. 10-13 . H E R Z O G ' S 
supplements give the same distinctions between victims (bovine — full-grown 
and young sheep — fowl) and the same sliding scale o f fees as there. 
7 - 8 [ες τον | θησαυρόν]: Cf. 9 ες τόν θησαυρό[ν]. O n θησαυροί see Chi­
ron 30, 2000, 436 f. on no. 1. 9, where the archaeological evidence f rom the Ask­
lepieion is mentioned. The original construction o f a cash box in the Askle­
pieion is documented in a decree o f the second half o f the third century B.C. 
( H G K 14 = LSCG 155). I t was constructed out o f moneys from the public 
treasury at the joint direction o f the προστάται and the priest o f Asklepios and 
the ίεροφύλακες (the last restored w i th some probability). According to the 
decree, the purpose o f the construction o f the cash box was ο[πως ούν 
ύ]παρχόντ[ω]ν χρημάτων εξ ετοίμου ταί τε θυσίαι τώι Άσκλ[απιώι καί τάι Ύγιε ία] ι 
και τάι Ήπιόναι και ά πανάγυρις κα ι ταί θε[ωρίαι καί τοί άγ]ώνες καλώς καί 
έπιφανώς συντελώντ[αι άξίως τοΰ τε Άσκλαπιοΰ καί τ] ας τοϋ δάμ[ου] προαιρέσιος 
(LSCG 155 Α . 17-21) . 
10—11 [τα μεν δύο μέρηι ] . . . το [δε | τρίτον] μέρο[ς τοΰ ίερέωις: The 
priest gets a third o f the revenue. The restorations here for a two thirds/one 
th i rd division are suggested by the fuller account given in the immediate sequel 
where the yearly opening o f the cash box by the priest and the division o f its 
contents are described: one part ([ε] ν μέρος) goes to the priest, two parts (τα δέ 
δύο μέρηι) to the bank (?) to be ultimately used for (whatever dedications the 
people may decide). Other Coan parallels show a 50/50 division: see no. 1.18— 
20 w i t h commentary in Chiron 30, 2000, 439 on 16. 
11 — 16 Management o f the temple θησαυρός (topic 14). 
11 -13 O n θησαυρός keys see Chiron 30, 2000, 439 on no. 1. 16. Accord­
ing to the third century decree for the building o f a θησαυρός in the Askle­
pieion ( H G K 14 = LSCG 155 A. 15-17) , i t was to have four keys: έχέτω δέ ό 
θησαυρός κλάικας τεσσάρας· ταν δέ κλαικών ταμ μεν μίαν τοί προστάται εχόντω, 
τά(ν) δέ έτέραν τ[οΐ ίερο] φύλακες, τα [ν] δέ τοί ταμίαι, ταν δέ ό ιερεύς τοΰ Άσκλα­
πιοΰ, i.e. one for the προστάται, one for the ίεροφύλακες, one for the ταμίαι, 
and one for the priest o f Asklepios. By the first century i n the present text the 
number has been reduced to three, w i t h the ίεροφύλακες eliminated f rom the 

See e.g. PL Phaed. 118a, Herondas 4. 12 for the <cock to Asklepios). 
See n. 16. 
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picture, and the god's bank officers (τραπεζεΐται, i f the restoration is correct) 
substituting for the earlier ταμίαι. The phrasing in L S C G 155 A. 15-17 pro­
vides a reliable basis for H R R Z O G ' S restorations here; spacing makes i t clear that 
there wi l l have been only room for three key-holders. 
12 [προστάται]. Here restored, but their role i n this text is secured by 
their appearance in 37 officiating at the pre-sale sacrifice. O n the office see 
S H E R W I N - W H I T E , Ancient Cos, 199--204. 

[τρα]πε[ζ]εΐται τδς του θε[οΰ [ τραπ]έζας. Literally <the financial officials o f the 
god's bank>. F rom early times temples had occasionally served, on the one hand, 
as places o f safe deposit for valuables and money, and, on the other, had some­
times lent out the god's funds at interest to cities and (less commonly) individuals 
(R. B O G A E R T , Banques et banquiers dans les cités grecques, Leiden 1968, 302—4, 
410—11, and index s.v. banques sacrées). The present text, however, is unique in 
speaking o f a <god's banlo: «cet exemple n'a pas été imité» ( B O G A E R T 299, cf. 39, 
who knew o f i t f rom the preliminary citation by H E R Z O G = SEG 1, 344.2—3). 
Asklepios' bank is not mentioned in the text which prescribes the establishment 
o f a thesauros for h im, and is doubdess a later introduction. N o direct line appears 
to lead from the money-lending function o f certain temples (of declining impor­
tance in the Hellenistic period, according to B O G A E R T , 280) to this isolated ap­
pearance o f a <god's bank). We should think rather o f the use by some temples in 
the Hellenistic period, including that o f Aphrodite Pandamos on Cos (see Chiron 
30, 2000, 439), o f (city banks) as a place o f deposit for certain o f their funds. 
Whatever functions were served by such (god's accounts) at city banks could also 
be fulfilled by a designated (god's bank). I t is suggested above that one prime 
function may have been as a place for (special reserve funds) for particular pur­
poses, such as building repairs. A n d in the present case, i f the very plausible 
supplement έπΐ τά[ν τράπεζαν] i n 15 is correct, the bank was used to hold money 
that was to be spent on dedications i n the shrine. B O G A E R T proposes (39) that 
the bank served also (to change money for the pilgrims), as well as to (administer 
the god's funds). The first o f these suggestions is unsupported, and imports the 
perhaps anachronistic assumption that the bank was regularly staffed and open. I t 
is unclear whatever the τράπεζα is to be thought o f as located at the Asklepieion, 
possibly in one o f the temples or other buildings, or rather i n the town, e.g. i n the 
agora from which bankers customarily operated. See further E. Z I E B A R T H , Z f N 
34, 1922, 3 6 - 3 7 (on w . 19-23) . 
16-(?)31 Duties (topic 10a). 

Priesthood διαγραφαί contain much less on this subject than might have 
been predicted: though the themes o f this section o f our text (good order in 
the sanctuary) are a commonplace o f sacred laws, i t appears to be unique in 
spelling out the responsibility o f the priest i n this area at such length. 
20—22 Sanctions against pasturing. After καταθύεν τοις θε[οΐς i n 2 1 , H E R ­
Z O G restored τό εύρεθέν (on the basis o f 22 εύρων τ ι ) , followed by δπωις δε 
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μηδέ τοί κάποι καταβόσκωνται on the slim grounds o f ]βόσκηταΐ' αϊ δε τ [ — and 
— ] π ο ι κατα[ in successive lines in the parallel text no. 4B. (Similarly he restored 
[κατά] βόσκηται i n the preceding line 20.) H E R Z O G ' S καταβόσκω, otherwise con­
fined largely to poetry and papyrus documents, finds support in I . Smyrna 
736.6 [μηδέ δένδρα] έκκόπτειν μηδέ καταβόσκειν τα καθωσι[ωμένα πλέθρα—] 
τόν δ' ευρεθέντα κ α ι έλεγχθέντα τ ι το[ιούτων πεποιηκέναι—] δηναρίων εκατόν 
εις τόν θεόν ζημ[ι -. Κήποι are mentioned in connection w i th sanctuaries at e.g. 
E D 149.70, LSCG 115.2-3, 5, LSA 72.17. Sanctions against pasturing o f the 
sanctuary are common in sacred laws, often combined wi th penalties: e.g. 
LSCG 84.13-14 (fine o f money, amount missing: cf. Plat. Leg. 764a, 917d), 79. 
25 -26 , 91.11-12, 104 (drachma per day per animal). The extensive collection 
o f instances given by S O K O L O W S K I on L S C G 37 (cf. A . W I L H E L M , Αιγυπτιακά Ι , 
SB Wien, 1946, Bd. 224, 1 9 - 2 1 = K l . Sehr. I 3, 157-59) combines both (cut­
ting) and (pasturing). The present passage probably deals only w i th the latter. 
The original temple o f Asklepios was in a grove sacred to Apol lo (see H E R Z O G , 
H G K , p. 33 on his nos. 11 -12 = LSCG 150) and there are sanctions against 
tree-cutting there elsewhere in the dossier o f Coan sacred laws (e.g. LSCG 150 
A - B ) , but there are apparently no sanctions here against the cutting o f trees. 
Elsewhere the seizure o f the animal found grazing on temple land is mandated 
(LSCG 91.11—12), but stipulation o f its sacrifice, as prescribed here in 21 i f 
H E R Z O G ' S restoration is correct, is not paralleled. 

31 -33 Sanctions against proposals to misuse the god's funds. For the 
theme see Chiron 30, 2000, 440 f. 
33 After άπ' αύτω[ιν ποθόδους H E R Z O G supplied a penalty clause [ή 
ένθύμιον τάς ες τους θεούς ασεβείας], thus combining risk o f religious unease 
wi th the fine o f money which H E R Z O G also restored in the following line 34. 
A n invalidation clause certainly follows in 35. O n clauses enjoining religious 
unease see e.g. LSS 64.5 (Thasos V — I V B.C., against excessive mourning), LSS 
72.5 (Thasos I I I B.C., against non-payment o f fee by sacrificers), w i th 
R . P A R K E R , Miasma, Oxford 1983, 252-53 . For Coan examples see LSCG 154 
A.14 ( I I I B.C.), P H 319.10, E D 112.15; the last o f these appears to combine an 
ένθύμιον w i th a fine o f money. The ενθύμια are usually concerned w i t h the fail­
ure to follow procedures, especially payment, by users o f the cults. Our example 
would be unique in threatening the proposer o f an improper mot ion concerning 
sacred funds w i t h an ένθύμιον. 
35—36 [εΰ ήμεν αύτοΐς και] | γένει και χρήμασιν ες [τόν απάντα χρόνον]. For 
Coan parallels for this formula see E D 109.6-7 and above no. 3. 1 0 - 1 1 . But 
the application postulated by H E R Z O G ' S supplement here is unparalleled and not 
very plausible. 
36 -38 Sacrifice επί τάι πράσει τας ίερωσύνας (topic 2). For this sacrifice see 
Chiron 30, 2000, 444; here, as is normal, it is performed by the chief Coan 
magistrates. 
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4B Priesthood o f Asklepios 

H E R Z O G Inv. (a): M 55 = Ε 90; (b): M 82 = Ε 46. Two fragments o f white 
marble, probably deriving from front and back o f a single opisthographic stele. 
Fig. 6 (fr. a); Fig. 7 (fr. b). (a) is broken on all sides and at the back; lines 1—2 
and all but the stem o f υ i n line three have been lost through a fresh break 
since H E R Z O G made his transcript, (b) is broken at left and bo t tom and at the 
back, but preserves the top (with a blank space o f 3 cms.) and right edge. Since 
(b) begins at the top o f a face the stele must have been opisthographic (control 
is impossible, the backs o f both fragments being lost), unless (a) derives from a 
separate stele, (a) has been transported to the archaeological museum in Kos 
town; (b) is currently in the epigraphical store o f the Asklepieion museum. 
Dimensions: (a) height 10 cms., w id th 8.5, thickness 2.3; (b) height 13 cms., 
w id th 27, thickness 6. Height o f letters 0.7 to 0.8 cms., line interval 0.5. 

Unpublished. Letter forms o f the late second or early first century B.C. We 
have used H E R Z O G ' S transcripts o f (a) and (b) and his squeeze o f (b), photo­
graphs and squeezes o f (a) and (b) prepared by C. V. C R O W T H E R , and 
CROWTHER'S report o f his autopsy o f the stones. 

g^g a 

α ν § ιαγ 
ν τ ε ς τοί-θυ 

σκέλος A I 
5 [ -ft] εωι βοός 

ε π ΐ δε ορβ/ιθι ] 
νου ΕΣ 

[. μ]έρος 

ν μέρος άποδιδόντωι τώι ίερεΐ, τα b 
1 ανάθεμα ες το ιερόν από τάν άπα[ρ]-

[χάν ] και όπως ή φως επί των βωμών 
[ κύ]ριος ων ζαμιοΰν τόν άτα-

5 [κτεΰντα ] εν έσαγγελλέσθω ες 
γ β] όσκηται αϊ δέ τ [ι] 
- - . ποικατα - -

π ο --

(a) preserves fragments o f a text very similar to lines 4—11, and (b) to lines 14— 
22, o f 4A. These correspondences imply that the line lengths must also have 
been similar. The discrepancy between 4A 7 σκέ]λος' έμβαλλό[ντω δέ κτλ. and 
4Β a 4 σκέλος A I - - , however, shows that the wording was not identical 
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throughout. The two texts were inscribed by different hands: sigma, for exam­
ple, i n 4A is wri t ten w i t h straight arms, in 4B wi th curved ones. 4B might be 
earlier by a generation or so. They are not duplicates, but rather separate δια-
γραφαί relating to different sales, at slightly different dates, o f the same priest­
hood. Similarly in I . Priene 201 —3 what is i n effect the same text is inscribed on 
three separate stones, but details added at start or finish about the purchaser or 
the circumstances o f sale conf i rm that the texts relate to separate sales (cf. 
M . S E G R E , i n : Rend. Pont. Ace. Rom. 17, 1941, 32). 

5 Priesthood o f an u n k n o w n god 

Fragment o f grey marble, broken on all sides, found in 1906 in a field below 
the Roman theatre (Inv. Jak. 1906 I 9). Fig. 8. Height 16 cms., w id th 18, thick­
ness 10. Height o f letters 0.9 cms., line interval 0.5. Present location unknown: 
edited f rom H E R Z O G ' S transcript and squeeze. 

Σ 
[ δρ]αχμάν έξήκ[οντα ] 

τοπωλάν ύμ μ[ή ελάσσονος άξίαν δραχμάν -] 
με]τά των έριοπωλ[αν ] 

δραχμδ]ν έξήκοντα' θυ|οντω δε καί τοί ] 
μ,ή] ελάσσονος άξι 

μή ελάσσονος ά]ξιον δραχμάν έξήκον[τα μή έλάσ]-
σονος άξι . . δραχμάν έξ]ήκοντα κα ι οϊν μή έλά[σσονος άξιον δραχμάν -] 

μή έλάσ]σονος άξιον δραχμά[ν ] 
τ ο Ι τραπε]ζΐται καί τοί κόσμε 10 

For the supplements cf. ED 215 A 24-44. 3 μετά των γρυ]τοπωλάν HERZOG, from NS 
466 (a dedication to Augustus by γρυτοπώλοι). But there are many other possibilities. 10 
κόσμε [ϋντες appears inescapable, but I have no idea what object to supply to the parti­
ciple. 

This is probably a fragment f rom the <let sacrifice be performed by> section o f a 
priesthood διαγραφά (topic 16); to judge from letter forms it belongs to the 
second century B.C. Its interest is i n providing a further example (cf. Chiron 30, 
2000, 428) o f a requirement to sacrifice being imposed on occupational groups: 
-τοπώλαι, έριοπώλαι, τραπεζΐται and κόσμε-. 

6 Priesthood o f Hermes Enagonios 

Fig. 9. The published edition o f E D 145 is defective (cf. P H . G A U T H I E R , Bull . 
Epig. 1995, 448 p. 502): not only are several numerals mis-transcribed (Chiron 
30, 2000, 436 n. 78), but two lines are omitted at 74 and traces o f a further 8 
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lines at the end are not transcribed. We publish here a text wi thout commentary 
o f the last 20 lines o f the inscription, re-numbered f rom 74 to include the 
omitted lines. I n addition to the photo published in Iscrizioni di Cos we have 
had access to supplements by H E R Z O G made f rom a transcript furnished h im 
by Laurenzi, and to a squeeze. 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

τοι στρα-
ταγοί άπό του αργυρίου τοΰ διδομένου αύτοΐς ες τάς δια-
τοξείας των βαλλόντων τώι καταπάλται ΰυόντω τώι 
Έρμαι τοΰ μηνός τοϋ Άρταμιτίου και τοΰ Πανάμου καί Καρνέ [ ί ] -
ου καί Καφισίου, έν έκάστωι μηνί των γεγραμμένων ίερείον μη 
ελάσσονος άξιον δραχμάν ΔΔΔΔ' δσοι κα νικάσωντι στε-
φανίταν αγώνα, θυόντω τώι Έρμαι τώι Έναγωνίωι ίερείον μη ε­
λάσσονος άξιον δραχμάν ΔΔΔΔ' έπεί κα τάν ά{να}ναγόρευ-
σιμ ποιώνται τοί προστάται τών νικώντων τός στεφανίτας α­
γώνας, τόν στέφανον έπιτιθέτω τώι νικώντι υπέρ τάς πόλιος 
ό ιερεύς τοΰ Έρμα. ν τοί παιδοτρίβαι τοί υπό τάς βούλας δοκι-
μασθέντες θυόντω τώι Έρμαι τοΰ μηνός τοΰ Ύακινΰίου τάι 
δευτέραι τοί πάντες ίερείον μή ελάσσονος άξιο(ν) δρα­
χμάν ΔΔΔ. τα πίπτοντα άπό μηνός Βαδρομίου τοΰ επί Με­
ν] οιτίου [τα εξ] αστυνόμων καί τα έξ άγορανόμων χωρί τών 

8 —10 - - κ] αϊ εμπορικών παραβολίων καί έπιδεκάτων τω [ν 
10—12 - - ] α ήμεν ιερά τοΰ Έρμα. ν τοί έργωνήσαντε[ς] 

παρά - - 6 — 8 - -]ητάν ή έπιστατάν άπό τε { κ α ί } τοΰ Βαδρο[μίου] 
τοΰ επί Μενο]ιτίου άπαρχέσθων άπό παντός τοΰ [- - c 5 - -] 

-13 —17 - -] αν τώι Έρμαι, καί ώμ μέν κα τοί ταμ[ίαι] 
-14—18 - -]αι έργων, ύπολογεύντω αύτοΐ[ς - - c 6 - -] 
-15—20 - -] άπό τάς πράτας δόσιος ΤΟ 

vacat 

84 [ναυκλαρικών κ]αί HERZOG. 84-85 τ[άν ίερατειάν πάν]τα HERZOG. 86 {καί} PARKER. 
87 supp. M A T Z in place of [τοΰ επί μονάρχου Μενοι]τίου (HERZOG), which is too long. 
Better for space would be 86-87 Βαδρο[μί|ου τοΰ επί Μενο]ιτίου. 88 τάν δεκά]ταν HER­
ZOG. 89 άπάρξωντ]αι HERZOG. 89-90 ύπολογεύντω αύτοΐ[ς τοί λογισταί] HERZOG. 

For 85 ff. cf. I G V I I 3073.93 ό έργωνήσας παρά τών ναοποιών. Possible supple­
ments include τών πωλ]ητάν ( M A T Z ) ; έπιμελ]ητάν. 

New College 
Oxford OX1 3BN 
England 

Christ Church 
Oxford 0X1 1DP 
England 

We have been much helped by an Oxford seminar presentation on this text by 
M. R. M A T Z of Corpus Christi College. 
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'ig. 1 : no. 2. Priesthood <of the Symmachidab 
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Fig. 2: no. 3 A: Priesthood of an unknown god (Asklepios?) 
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Fig. 4: no. 4 A Jr. c: Priesthood o/Ask/epios 



Sales of Priesthoods on Cos II 249 

If 

ι 
9 

~ . 

Fig. 5: no. 4 A jr. b: Priesthood of Askkpios 
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Fig. 6: no. 4 Β fr. a: Priesthood o/Ask/epios 

Fig. 7: no. 4 Β jr. b: Priesthood o/Ask/epios 
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i 7 ^ . #; »a 5: Priesthood of an unknown god 
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Fig. 9: no. 6: Priesthood of Hermes Enagonios: lines 71—90 


