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A newspaper article entitled “Holy Well among
Jawatte graves” aroused my interest (Forbes
2002). It informed about the existence of a Holy
well in the premises of the Jawatte Cemetry and
the discovery of many coins within its recesses.
According to the article, the Department of
Archaeology in conjunction with the St. Peter’s
College Archaeological Society had conducted
excavations at this site which had unearthed this
bounty.

As I am very interested in the Dutch period
of the island, I then visited the Department of
Archaeology and met with Mr. Nimal Perera,
Assistant Director Excavations who very kindly
introduced me to Dr. W. J. Wijeyapala, Com-
missioner General of Archaeology. I received
more information about the well (Don Peter
1963, 1977) and I was shown the excavated
coins. The entire find from the well was around
120 coins. I was able to recognize some of them
as being of the VOC (Verenigde Oostindische
Compagnie) period. It was an exciting moment,
because it meant that this well together with its
cache of coins had remained largely untouched
for centuries.

I happily agreed to assist the Archaeological
Department in archiving these coins. 115 coins
were handed over to me and I managed to
identify and date 112 coins1. Three of them were
unidentifiable. The list is annexed to this paper.

Whilst researching the periods of these
coins – I made an interesting observation. All
the coins were of the same circumference de-
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spite them spanning the period from 1695ñ1923.
From the Nagapatnam Duit, to the VOC Duits
from the provinces of Holland, Zeeland, Ut-
recht and Gelderland from 1734ñ1786, to the
English period coins – farthings and stuivers,
halfpennies and one penny coins, to the Ceylon
half cent, one cent and fraction coins of the rix
dollar concluding with the Ceylon cent of 1923,
the unique character of this collection was that
they all had the same dimensions.

Not content to let this rest, I made enquiries
in Holland if they could provide any insight
into this interesting phenomenon but came up
with nothing. I then contacted Dutch Histori-
an – Ms. Deloraine Brohier and enquired if she
had any information. Ms. Brohier then infor-
med me that she had, in fact written to the
newspaper informing them, that it was in fact,
her father, who had found out, that the well
in question was a “Fertility Well”. Women
hoping to conceive children made the trek to
the well and threw in a coin. That this ritual
spanned such an extended period was indeed
remarkable (Brohier 1984, 13˜.).

I then contacted Mr. Ashley de Vos, renow-
ned architect, heritage conservation consultant
and a member of the Numismatic Society.

1 For reference see: Codrington 1924; Officiele Munten-
catalogus, VOC Nederlands Indie 1594ñ1949; The Guide
Book and Catalogue of British Commonwealth Coins
1649ñ1871, 3rd edition, 142ñ152 (Ceylon), 185ñ205
(Great Britain).
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Fig. 1. Coins of the Jawatte Cemetery (and comparative
coins from a privat collection as illustrations): 1. cata-
logue no. 54 (ML 6954); 2. catalogue no. 92 (ML 6889);
3. catalogue no. 113.

Mr. De Vos threw some more light on the well,
informing me that there existed two other
similar wells located in Anuradhapura and that
these were drinking water wells. All the wells
had similar construction-steps leading down to
the bed.

My own view is that people, who believed
in the power of the waters of the well, drank
from it and then threw a coin in. The legend
must have passed down the ages because of the
diverse nature of the type of coins within.

The well in question was supposed to have
existed during the Portuguese period. However
the fact was that only Dutch, English and
Ceylonese coins were in the collection. Since the
excavation had not proceeded to bed rock
below water level, there is a possibility that
there still may be Portuguese coins laying in the
well.

Address:

Rudolf J. Boekel
No. 6, Station 1st Lane
Udahamulla Nugegoda
Sri Lanka
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Ancient Coins From The Excavation Of The Holy Well At Jawatte Cementry

Date of Weight Weight
No. excavation File No. as found as minted Metal Name, Denomination and Year of minting

1 2002.01.25 ML 6892 1 4.0 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1830 GEORGIUS IV
2 ML 6893 2 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1756 V.O.C.
3 ML 6894 3 3.6 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent, Ceylon 1882 VICTORIA
4 2002.01.26 ML 6904 1 4.1 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1845 VICTORIA
5 ML 6905 2 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1738 V.O.C.
6 ML 6906 3 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1754 V.O.C.
7 ML 6907 4 1.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1757 V.O.C.
8 ML 6908 5 1.2 grm. –– copper ––
9 ML 6909 6 1.4 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
10 ML 6910 7 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1737 V.O.C.
11 ML 6911 8 1.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1755 V.O.C.
12 ML 6912 9 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1787 V.O.C.
13 ML 6913 10 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1747 V.O.C.
14 ML 6914 11 2.3 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1744 V.O.C.
15 ML 6915 12 3.7 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1825 GEORGIUS IV.
16 ML 6916 13 1.5 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
17 ML 6917 14 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1742 V.O.C.
18 ML 6918 15 2.3 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1786 V.O.C.
19 ML 6919  16 1.1 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
20 ML 6920 17 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1745 V.O.C.
21 ML 6921 18 1.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1744 V.O.C.
22 ML 6922 19 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1745 V.O.C.
23 ML 6923 20 3.3 grm. (4.3 grm.) copper One Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
24 ML 6924 21 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1755 V.O.C.
25 ML 6925 22 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1755 V.O.C.
26 ML 6926 23 3.2 grm. (4.3 grm.) copper Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
27 ML 6927 24 1.6 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1847 VICTORIA
28 ML 6928 25 1.7 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1737 V.O.C.
29 ML 6929 26 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1754 V.O.C.
30 ML 6930 27 4.1 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1880 VICTORIA
31 ML 6931 28 2.3 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1735 V.O.C.
32 ML 6932 29 1.5 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
33 ML 6933 30 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1745 V.O.C.
34 ML 6934 31 2.6 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1755 V.O.C.
35 ML 6935 32 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1745 V.O.C.
36 ML 6937 34 1.3 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1736 V.O.C.
37 ML 6938 35 1.5 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1732 V.O.C.
38 ML 6939 36 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1735 V.O.C.
39 ML 6940 37 1.7 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1843 VICTORIA
40 ML 6941 38 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1780 V.O.C.
41 ML 6942 39 4.0 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1821 GEORGIUS IV
42 ML 6943 40 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1732 V.O.C.
43 ML 6944 41 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1735 V.O.C.
44 ML 6945 42 1.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1735 V.O.C.
45 ML 6946 43 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1754 V.O.C.
46 ML 6947 44 3.6 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing,  – VICTORIA
47 ML 6948 45 3.7 grm. (4.3 grm.) copper One Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
48 ML 6949 46 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1754 V.O.C.
49 ML 6950 47 2.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1750 V.O.C.
50 ML 6977 74 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1755 V.O.C.
51 ML 6956 53 2.7 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam 1695 V.O.C.
52 ML 6966 13 8.6 grm. (9.3 grm.) copper Half Penny, 1853 VICTORIA
53 ML 6960 57 1.2 grm. (1.7 grm.) copper 1 Cash Puliekate, 1681 V.O.C.
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Date of Weight Weight
No. excavation File No. as found as minted Metal Name, Denomination and Year of minting

54 ML 6954 51 2.7 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam 1695 V.O.C.
55 ML 6976 73 3.7 grm. (4.3 grm.) copper One Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
56 ML 6936 33 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1736 V.O.C.
57 ML 6967 64 17.3 grm. (19.0 grm.) copper One Penny, 1826 GEORGE IV
58 ML 6962 59 1.2 grm. (1.7 grm.) copper 1 Cash Puliakate, 1681 V.O.C.
59 ML 6965  62 9.1 grm. (9.7 grm.) copper 1/48 of Rix dollar, 1802 Ceylon Goverment
60 ML 6964 61 3.9 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1843 VICTORIA
61 ML 6971 68 7.2 grm. (8.6 grm.) copper One Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
62 ML 6968 65 4.1 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1843 VICTORIA
63 ML 6972  69 8.2 grm. (9.3 grm.) copper Half Penny, 1827 GEORGIUS IV
64 ML 6969 66 3.8 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1857 VICTORIA
65 ML 6973 70 4.2 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent, Ceylon, 1923 GEORGE V
66 ML 6975 72 5.7 grm. (6.6 grm.) copper Half Dub 96 to the Rupie, 1797 V.E I.C.
67 ML 6951 48 2.1 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
68 ML 6959 56 2.5 grm. (3.4 grm.) copper 2 Cash Puliakate, 1681 V.O.C.
69 ML 6961 58 2.7 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam V.O.C.
70 ML 6953  50 2.7 grm. –– copper ––
71 ML 6957 54 2.6 grm. –– copper ––
72 ML 6952 49 2.6 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam V.O.C.
73 ML 6955 52 2.6 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam V.O.C.
74 ML 6974 71 1.8 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 184(4 ?) VICTORIA
75 ML 6963 60 8.5 grm. (9.3 grm.) copper Half Penny, 1844 VICTORIA
76 ML 6958 55 2.6 grm. (3.3 grm.) copper 5 Cash or 1 Doit, Negapatnam V.O.C.
77 ML 6970 67 5.2 grm. (6.6 grm.) copper Half Dub 96 to the rupie, 1797 V.E I.C.
78 2002.01 31 ML 6896 2 1.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1755 V.O.C.
79 ML 6897 3 4.3 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1839 VICTORIA
80 ML 6903 9 3.7 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1822 GEORGE IV
81 ML 6902 8 4.2 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent Ceylon, 1823 GEORGE IV
82 ML 6901 7 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utecht, 1786 V.O.C.
83 ML 6898 4 2.3 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1734 V.O.C.
84 ML 6899 5 3.5 grm. (4.3 grm.) copper One Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
85 ML 6900 6 3.3 grm. (4.5 grm.) copper One Half Stiver, Ceylon, 1815 GEORGIUS III
86 ML 6895 1 4.2 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent, Ceylon, 1892 VICTORIA
87 2002.01.24 ML 6888 6 3.7 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 18(28–30 ?) GEORGIUS IV
88 ML 6885 3 2.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1750 V.O.C.
89 ML 6887 5 2.5 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1734 V.O.C.
90 ML 6891 9 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1735 V.O.C.
91 ML 6883 1 4.2 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent, Ceylon, 1891 VICTORIA
92 ML 6889 7 1.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1745 V.O.C.
93 ML 6884 2 1.8 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1828 GEORGIUS IV
94 ML 6890 8 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1737 V.O.C.
95 ML 6886 4 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1766 V.O.C.
96 2002.02 08 ML 6879 2 1.6 grm. (2.3 grm.) copper Half Cent ,Ceylon, 1870–1901 VICTORIA
97 ML 6882 5 3.4 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent ,Ceylon, 1855 VICTORIA
98 ML 6880 3 4.2 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Cent, Ceylon, 1920 GEORGE V
99 ML 6878 1 1.5 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1737 V.O.C.
100 ML 6881 4 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1755 V.O.C
101 1.1 grm. (3.4 grm.) copper 1/192 of Rix dollar, 1802 Ceylon Goverment
102 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1743 V.O.C.
103 1.9 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
104 1.7 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Gelderland, 1786 V.O.C.
105 2.0 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Utrecht, 1755 V.O.C.
106 2.2 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1735 V.O.C.
107 1.8 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1754 V.O.C.
108 1.9 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Holland, 1745 V.O.C.
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Date of Weight Weight
No. excavation File No. as found as minted Metal Name, Denomination and Year of minting

109 1.1 grm. (2.4 grm.) copper Half Farthing, 1842 VICTORIA
110 2.0 grm. (2.3 grm.) copper Half Cent, Ceylon, 1887 VICTORIA
111 1.8 grm. (2.3 grm.) copper Half Cent, Ceylon, 1886 VICTORIA
112 2.4 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of West Friesland, 1753 V.O.C.
113 1.1 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1736 V.O.C.
114 3.9 grm. (4.7 grm.) copper 1 Farthing, 1845 VICTORIA
115 2.6 grm. (3.6 grm.) copper 1 Doit, province of Zeeland, 1738 V.O.C.




