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Athena. A gateway to Delphi

Sandrine Huber — Anne Jacquemin — Didier Laroche

Introduction

This paper marks the intersection of two programs
that we are running at Delphi under the aegis of the
French School at Athens. The first program, »Sacrific-
es at Delphi¢, will clarify the modalities of the sacri-
fices celebrated in honour of Pythian Apollo and the
other gods in Delphi'. The study of sacrifices has so
far been largely neglected in the research at Delphi.
We need, first, to reconstruct the physical landscape
as well as the ritual and sacrificial topography, start-
ing from the appearance of the first cults right down
to the impact of Christianity. Built spaces, empty
spaces, means of access and circulation networks, al-
tars and the paraphernalia needed for the conducting
of sacrifices — blood sacrifice and vegetable sacrifice
— and the practices of commensality that ensued: all
should be discussed from the point of view of the rit-
ual and sacrificial acts performed at Delphi. The re-
search then embraces, alongside a study of texts, an
archaeology of the whole sacrificial environment, in-
volving all the spaces necessary for the sacrifices.
The second program, that started in 2017, concerns
the place today called »the Marmaria¢, on a lower level

1 SeeHuberetal.2014; Huber etal. 2015/2016; Huber et al. 2016;
Huber etal. 2022.

2 Huber - Laroche 2022.

3 Luce 2008; Luce 2015; Luce 2015/2016.

to the southeast of the sanctuary of Pythian Apollo and
the town of Delphi (fig. 1)%. The resumption of the study
of the sanctuary of Athena Pronaia brings a more glob-
al perspective into play, one to do with the ancillary
developments at a Panhellenic sanctuary - the sanctu-
ary of Pythian Apollo in our case (fig. 2) — and on the
outskirts of the city administrating or co-administrat-
ing the sanctuary of Apollo at some periods of its his-
tory. The sanctuary of Athena Pronaia (fig. 3) and the
gymnasium, oriented towards the Pleistos valley, con-
stitute important fixed points within the Delphic to-
pography, ones of relevance to both the sanctuary of
Apollo and the town, as well as concerning its bound-
aries and its defensive system in a more recent period.
This research is designed to interact with other ongo-
ing programs in Delphi, on the town?, the defences*
and the gymnasium?®. The program in the Marmaria
can be seen as both the continuation and last stage of
the research program on the sacrifices at Delphi.

The purpose of this paper is to highlight some of
the questions raised by these research programs,
which are developed elsewhereS.

4 Kyriakidis etal. 2015/2016; Kyriakidis — Zugmeyer 2019, and
Kyriakidis in this volume; see also Amandry 1981, 740-746.

5 ATFranco-Hellenic mission has been carrying out an exhaus-
tive study of the monument since 2019.

6 References above, n.1. 2.
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1 Map of Delphi (M.1:7000)

The environment of research

Many scientific programs have recently been devoted
to the archaeology of cult’”. In most Greek sanctuaries,
until recently, studies have focused on the monumen-
tal, and hence, as a result, concentrate on their archi-
tecture. The recent publication of the temple of Apol-
lo from the 4™ century in Delphi by Erik Hansen and
Pierre Amandry is a good example. It is a masterly
and essential architectural study, but to paraphrase
Anne Jacquemin, the two researchers approached
their subject from the point of view of the suppliers
and not the consumers: there is not a single word in
the publication about the functioning of the temple®.

Michael Scott has recently criticized the approach
to research conducted so far at two major shrines of
the Greek world, Delphi and Olympia®: he pointed out
that more attention needs to be paid to the many activ-

7 Among others Gerlach — Raue 2013; Huber — Van Andringa
2022; Barringer et al. forthcoming.

8 Jacquemin 2014; Amandry-Hansen 2010; see also Jacquemin
- Laroche 2017.

9 Scott 2010, 7; see the cautions expressed by Eckerman 2010.
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ities carried out in these sanctuaries, beyond the con-
sultation of the main oracle at Delphi and the celebra-
tion of the Games at Olympia. He added rightly to
these two main activities the dedication of monumen-
tal offerings, of which he demonstrates the interna-
tional dimension in play in their spatial organization.
But other aspects have been highlighted, in particular
sanctuaries as economic® and political* places in cit-
ies or federations. It is important not to forget the rites
and sacrifices that make up the religious activity par
excellence in every ancient place of worship and for
which spaces seem to have been reserved in the man-
agement of the consecrated places. We can observe
this latter point in how the monumental scale of offer-
ingshad an impact on the physical arrangement of the
monuments both in the sanctuary of Zeus in Olympia!?

10 Chankowski 2005; Chankowski 2011; Chankowski 2013; Di-
gnas 2002.

11 For example in Delphi: Lefévre 1998; Jacquemin — Laroche
2014.

12 Heilmeyer etal. 2012, maps 288. 289.



THE ENVIRONMENT OF RESEARCH

2 Plan of the sanctuary of Pythian Apollo at the time of Pausanias (M. 1:2000)

and in the sanctuary of Delian Apollo on Delos?®,
where the managers of the sanctuary were careful to
leave, in front of the famous Altar of Horns, an area of
about 415 m? free of any encumbrance!*. Even to the
extent that monumental offerings of great size were
positioned hard up against the portico of the Naxians
and in front of the Pythion. Moreover, the spectators
in the gallery and on the steps of the Naxians’ portico
were prevented by the height and breadth of these
monumental offerings from seeing what was happen-
ing on the esplanade in front of the Altar of Horns.

In Delphi, we have investigated the circulation net-
works and the management of space in the epiphanesta-
tos topos in the sanctuary of Pythian Apollo (fig. 2. 3),
around the altar: thatis, the area in front of the altar on
the terrace of the temple and east of the path that as-
cends towards the temple terrace. For a long time now,
thanks to the >nature abhors a vacuumc« reflex, re-
searchers tended to use the entire space of the espla-

13 Herbin 2018; Herbin 2019.
14 Huber 2018, 222 (about the terrace in the sanctuary of Apol-
lo in Delphi: 224 n. 100).

nade surrounding the temple to restore all the monu-
mental offerings whose existence is assured (more than
a hundred). However, it now appears that these offer-
ings should be spread out at the edges of the free spaces
(fig. 3). This reconstruction tries to show how the large-
scale sacrifices were carried out, such as the hecatombs
whose celebration is attested in Delphi. So, we have
moved the pillars of the Messenians and the Naupac-
tians to the edge of the esplanade, against the internal
parapet of the eastern wall of the temple terrace®. This
would broadly parallel the setup of the Messenian pil-
lar with respect to the temple of Zeus in Olympia®.

The sanctuary of Pythian Apollo at Delphi was
one of the most frequented sanctuaries of the Greek
world, because of its oracle. The consultations of the
god were accompanied by sacrifices. Solemn festivals
took place in a steady rhythm, the most brilliant in
the Delphic calendar being naturally that of the Pyth-
ia?. Any pretext for a sacrifice was welcome.

15 And not as initially proposed in Jacquemin — Laroche 2016.
16 Holscher 1974.
17 For the Delphic festivals, see Roux 1976.
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3 Restitution of the terrace of the temple of Pythian Apollo in the 4™ century

The remains in the Marmaria

The sanctuary of Athena Pronaia on the main Mar-
maria terrace (figs. 1. 4)'8, visible on the horizon from
the temple of Apollo, also received sacrifices, as is ev-
idenced by several altars identified by the scholars
since the first excavations in 1901 (figs. 4. 5-6 nos. 21.
23.25-27), east of the temple of Athena, recognized as
the temple of tufa, i.e. the most eastern building pre-
served (no. 29).

Excavated basically at the time of the »Grande
Fouille<in 1901 and in 1903 under the responsibility
of Théophile Homolle', and again between 1920 and
1924 by Robert Demangel®, the place named the Mar-
maria was only rarely the focus of attention thereaf-

18 Poulsen 1908, 332-388, pls. 1. 2; Demangel 1926; Bommelaer
1997; Bommelaer 2015, 66-93.

19 Homolle 1901a; Homolle 1901b; Homolle 1904.

20 BCH 44, 1920, 3; BCH 45, 1921, 487-568; Fomine — Lauritzen
1925; Gottlob 1925; Demangel 1926.

21 Amandry 1981, 711.

22 Delphes, BCH 81, 1957, 708-710.
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ter. Jean Bousquet carried out some prospections in
the olive groves below in the 1940s2!. In 1956, Lucien
Lerat resumed excavations on the terrace of the al-
tars to shed new light on Demangel’s excavations??. In
the 1970s, Christian Le Roy carried out trials in the
Doric Treasury, and the Ephorate of Antiquities of
Phocis carried out retaining and terracing works,
with small excavations?.

Research has so far concentrated on the identifica-
tion of the buildings at the Marmaria. As yet, there is
no overall agreement. Since the first plan published
by Heinrich Nikolaus Ulrichs in 1840%¢, which pre-
sented the first remains excavated at the Marmaria

23 Le Roy et al. 1972, 887-905; Amandry 1981, 711-714. Subse-
quently, the Ephorate of Antiquities of Phocis has undertaken the
management of the site and its enhancement. Several areas sur-
rounding the Marmaria were expropriated in 2005, and a new site
layout was implemented in 2015 by the Greek Archaeological Ser-
vice.

24 Ulrichs 1840.
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4 Plan of the remains at the site of the Marmaria: 11. Eastern gate of the sanctuary. - 12. Hellenistic analemma wall. -

13. Eastern peribolos. - 17. Northeastern oikoi (Heroon of Phylakos?). - 18. Northeastern oikoi (Heroon of Phylakos?). -

20. Southern Peribolos. - 21. Altar. - 22. Analemma of the altar's terrace. - 23. Altar. - 24. Analemma (archaic peribolos?). -
25.>Great Altar«. - 26. Altars of Hygeia and Eileithyia. - 27. Altar. - 28. Analemma wall of the temple of tufa. - 29. Temple of
tufa. - 32. Doric treasury. - 33. Ionic treasury. - 35. Southern stairway. - 39. Hellenistic analemma wall. - 40. Tholos. -

43. Limestone monument (Artemis?). - 44. Two-room oikos (hestiatorion?). - 46. Western peribolos. - 47. Canalisation. -
48. Analemma walls. - 49. Fountain. - 50. Canalisation. - a. Cippus dedicated to Athena Ergane. - b. Cippus dedicated to

Athena Zosteria. - c. Cippus dedicated to Zeus Polieus

by Edmund Laurent in 1838, through the detailed
drawing by Youri Fomine in the late 1920s%, until the
photogrammetric survey realized for the exhibition
devoted to the Massalia Treasury in Marseille in
201326, the identification of the monuments found in
the Marmaria has been constantly debated and there
is no chance of solving this question here. In fact,
from the beginning of research at the Marmaria, it
has always been the aim to fit the remains to the de-
scription of Pausanias, and not to study them in their
own spatial and functional environment. Since Paus-
anias (10, 8, 6-7) speaks of four naoi and parts of six
main buildings have been found, there are therefore
thirty possible combinations to be considered in
making any identifications?”.

In the discussion here, we intend to concentrate
on the eastern part of the site that has been somewhat
neglected in this debate, probably because of the at-
traction of the prestigious monuments revealed in
the western part, but which, in our opinion, is essen-
tial not only for the understanding of developments

25 Fomine - Lauritzen 1925, pl. 1.

26 Garsson 2012, 98-107.

27 Laroche 2021 and Jacquemin - Laroche 2019. This new read-
ing of the data also sheds undoubtedly new light on the discus-
sion concerning the origin of the great number of Mycenaean
terracotta figurines uncovered near the old altar 23.

in the main Marmaria terrace, but also for under-
standing the development of the town of Delphi and
the cultic activities, that is the eastern part of the
sanctuary?.

The only buildings identified in excavation in the
eastern sector are two structures interpreted as oikoi
or treasuries (fig. 4 no. 17. 18), upslope from the main
terrace, and four built altars to the east of the temple
of tufa, all extremely ruined (and today heavily re-
stored (figs. 5. 6 a-d)*. Two other (fig. 4 no. 26) altars
are to be added, dedicated to Hygeia and Eileithyia,
placed against the retaining wall to the north of the
main terrace, and a series of three cippi dedicated to
Athena Ergane, Athena Zodsteria and Zeus Polieus
(fig. 4, letters a—c), to which perhaps belonged a last
cippus dedicated to Zeus Machaneus®.

The four built altars no. 21, 23, 25 and 27 are al-
most parallel (figs. 4. 5. 6). Three of them are of small
or normal size (21: 3.35x1.55m, 23: 3.40 x2.80 m, 27:
7.10 x 1.30 m) and preserved a masonry of orthostates
that may have contained a filling and supported a

28 Bommelaer 2015, 73-78.

29 Poulsen 1908, 343-349; Demangel 1926, 47-51; Bommelaer
2015, 73-75.

30 See,mostrecently, Jacquemin etal. 2012,40 f. nos. 9-13, with
bibliography.
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missing crowning. The oldest altar, no. 23, which has
disappeared from the recent plans, and to which De-
mangel assigned no exact date, should go either with
some pre-Archaic phase, as he suggested, or belong to
the first installation of the sanctuary in the historical
period, that is the Geometric-Archaic period3. Altar
27 is considered as dating from the 6% century and al-
tar 21 cannot be dated with precision®. According to
Frederik Poulsen, altar 27 is not preserved in its en-
tirety and extended northwards towards the terrace
wall 22; he claims that the few rubble stones pre-
served at the foot of the terrace wall belong to it, above
which is engraved, directly on the blocks of wall 22,
the inscription to Eileithyia, 1.20 m above the present
ground level®. According to him, it would thus be an
altar dedicated to Eileithyia. Later, the two ensembles
—altar 27 and the dedication to Eileithyia — were dis-
tinguished and the rubble stones against wall 22 were
interpreted as belonging to a small altar dedicated to
Eileithyia, which corresponded to the one below the
dedication to Hygeia, at the same level 2m to the
East®. The altar dedicated to Hygeia, 0.80 m high and
barely 1 m wide, extends at least 1.20 m from wall 22.

31 Demangel 1926, 47 f. fig. 57; Delphes BCH 81, 1957, 708-710.
See also the discussion on the Mycenaean finds in the Marmaria
spot by Miiller 1992, 481-486.

32 Demangel 1926, 77 f. fig. 83.

33 Poulsen 1908, 345.

34 See, most recently, Jacquemin etal. 2012, 40 no. 9.

35 Jacquemin etal. 2012, 40 no. 10.
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5 The altar sector in the
sanctuary of Athena Pronaia

The genitive used in both dedications to Eileithyia
and Hygeia, probably inscribed before the Greek-Per-
sian wars, would indicate a space, an altar (etc.)*.
Structure 25, the »Great Altar<*¢, also consisted of
orthostates, at least on its two long sides, which
seemed to contain an earth fill and not to support any
superstructure®. Its width is complete (5.50 m), but its
length, which exceeds 12 m, was cut short both north,
where the earliest terrace wall (22) was constructed
presumably in the first half of the 6" century, and
south by later disturbances. In 1901, Homolle pointed
out that east of the temple of tufa »a wide esplanade
was developing, the ground of which is composed en-
tirely of ashes and calcined bones, the remains of the
sacrifices of many generations«, among which many
bronze and terracotta offerings dating from the
7" and 6% centuries were found. Heinrich Bulle thus
associated the structure with »Aschenaltére«®. If this
interpretation is correct, we must note the distinction
with the altar to Pythian Apollo, a typical built altar.
The use of the terms »ossements calcinés« (calcined
bones) by Homolle in his report in 19014 refers to fau-
nal remains from thysia practice, during which sacri-

36 Let us note in passing that Homolle designated the Doric
treasury no. 32 as the »Great Altar«<in 1901, during the first exca-
vations of the Marmaria: Homolle 1901b, 373 and inset plan con-
tra Diels — von Prott 1903.

37 Therestitution of an altar built on structure 25 illustrated in
Bommelaer 1997, 29 fig. 11 is incorrect.

38 Homolle 1901b, 375; Homolle 1904, 6.

39 Bulle 1907, 33.

40 Homolle 1901b, 375.
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6 a-d The four built altars east of the Athena Pronaia temple, respectively 23, 27, 25, 21

ficial animals’ thighbones wrapped in fat and the tails
were burned, and the splanchna were roasted, as evi-
denced by the textual, iconographic, and archaeologi-
cal evidence®.

The arrangement of the area east of the altars re-
mains to be understood. Demangel noted an altitude
difference of about 6 m between the level of the ac-
cess gate to the sanctuary northeast of the temenos
wall and the remains that he excavated in trials he
carried out in a private olive grove southeast of the
altars (fig. 4**. In the Marmaria, too, we must restore
the arrangements in three dimensions, as we have
done in the sanctuary of Apollo*}, to understand the
complexity and chronology of the development of the
terraces. It is necessary to work out the circulation
networks and the rites, taking into account the suc-

41 See esp. Ekroth 2009; Ekroth 2013; Morton 2015.
42 Demangel 1926, 77-84, esp. 77 n. 2.
43 Huber etal. 2016.

cessive development phases of the terraces, which
have for the most part disappeared in the present
state of the site. In any case, it seems clear that the
eastern part of the main Marmaria terrace was large-
ly devoted to the practices of blood sacrifice and, most
likely, to activities related to the meat and its con-
sumption. All the layers excavated by Demangel in
the vicinity of the altars, and in the private olive
grove southeast, delivered large quantities of cal-
cined, burnt and unburnt bones, waste that reflects
respectively thysia practice, the cooking and con-
sumption of meat, and the butchering practices*:.

It appears that the worshippers who entered the
sanctuary of Athena Pronaia from the east — that is,
those who arrived from Attica or Boeotia - first dis-
covered, in front of Athena’s temple (fig. 4 no. 29), a

44 Atthisstage of our research, these faunal remains could not
be identified in the reserves of the Archaeological Museum in
Delphi.
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sacrificial area, related to the altars dedicated to Ath-
ena and the other deities honoured here at her side.
In order to characterize the sacrificial practices
celebrated in honour of Athena and other divinities
on a terrace apparently at the edge of the inhabited
zone, it is necessary to widen the discussion. The reli-
gious assemblage in the main Marmaria terrace and
the neighbouring athletic facilities in the gymnasi-
um were undoubtedly essential reference points in
the urban topography (see fig. 1). The hypothesis that
the town extended east of the ravine of Castalia is
hardly defensible. The order in which Pausanias de-
scribes the place after entering Delphi suggests that
the residential area cannot extend to the east of the
Castalia ravine*. The south-eastern part of Delphi,
on the eastern slope of Castalia, has constraints
placed upon it by its topography: the slope is very ac-
tive from a tectonic point of view, with an active fault
line there, and furthermore from a geomorphological
angle, with the processes of erosion creating gullies,

Conclusion

At this stage of our research on the sacrifices in Del-
phi, we can observe that the sanctuary of Athena
Pronaia and of the other divinities celebrated on the
main Marmaria terrace had important sacrificial in-
frastructures, with spaces whose function needs re-
assessing.

The sanctuary of Athena is consequently at the
gateway of Delphi, at the portals of the Panhellenic
sanctuary of Pythian Apollo. Thus Athena, without
being strictly in front of the temple of Apollo, can play

45 Paus. 10, 8,6-10, 9, 1.

46 See Maass 1996.

47 Kyriakidis - Zugmeyer 2019.

48 Pétridis 2010, esp. 17-22. 141-144. Kyriakidis — Zugmeyer
2019.

49 Jacquemin - Laroche 2019.
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an accumulation of scree and by the presence of scree
slope. It seems that the constructors of the Gymnasi-
um and of the religious buildings in the main Mar-
maria terrace took advantage of some rare natural
outcrops at the foot of the cliffs of the Phedriades, on
a very steep slope. It is as if the Delphians sought to
optimize the scanty suitable terrain below the sanc-
tuary of Apollo for these two complexes. Such a situa-
tion does not allow habitation in this sector, the
northern part of which was occupied intermittently
from the Mycenaean period by funeral complexes?S.

We can note that the Late Antiquity defensive
wall that controlled the eastern access to the pro-
to-Byzantine city is located at the eastern end of the
gymnasium and that the perimeter thus protected
excludes the spot of the Marmaria, which would lead
one to believe that this latter area was not inside the
town?. This wall was built after Pausanias’ visit, to
defend a town that was then reduced, in the late 6™ to
early 7" century A.D.4

the role of a pronaos divinity, as recently suggested®.
It is now time to re-examine the history of the Mar-
maria site in the urban fabric of Delphi, but also in
that of the city-state of Delphi, its place in the city’s
circulation networks and its relation to the eastern
cemeteries.

Delphi Sandrine Huber
Strasbourg Anne Jacquemin
Strasbourg Didier Laroche

Sources of illustrations: Fig. 1: EFA/D. Laroche 1988. - Fig. 2. 4:
EFA/D.Laroche 2019.- Fig. 3:EFA/M.Bublot 2019.- Fig. 5:
EFA/D.Laroche 2019 (after Fomine — Lauritzen 1925, pl.I).-
Fig. 6: EFA/S. Huber (after Demangel 1926, 47 fig. 57).
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Zusammenfassung - Abstract - MeplAnyn

Athena. Ein Tor zu Delphi

Zusammenfassung Delphi ist heute der bekannteste Fundort im antiken Phokis, allerdings hat sich die
Diskussion zu dessen Archéologie stets auf die Denkmaéler, Architektur, Skulpturen und andere monumentale
Funde konzentriert. Die Neubewertung der archdologischen Daten in den Heiligtimern des pythischen
Apollon und der Athena Pronaia ermdéglicht eine Wiederaufnahme der Diskussion der Opfer und des kulti-
schen Handelns im Stadtraum von Delphi sowie die Erforschung des Phdanomens der kultischen Pluralitét. Die
Lage des Heiligtums der Athena Pronaia am Eingang der Stadt entlang der Strafie von Athen und Bdotien ver-
leiht der Opferpraxis in Delphi und dem panmediterranen Ausmafd des Orakels eine topographische und
funktionale Perspektive.

Schlagwdrter Delphi, Religion, Opfer, Apollo, Athene

Athena. A gateway to Delphi

Abstract Delphiistoday the best-known site in ancient Phocis, but the discussion ofits archaeological remains
so far has focussed on monuments, architecture, sculpture, and other monumental finds. The re-evaluation of
the archaeological data in the sanctuaries of Pythian Apollo and of Athena Pronaia makes it possible to reopen
the discussion of the sacrifices and performances in the urban space of Delphi and to explore the phenomenon
of cultic plurality. The location of the sanctuary of Athena Pronaia at the entrance to the city, on the road from
Athens and Boeotia, adds a topographic and functional perspective to the practice of sacrifice in Delphi and
the pan-Mediterranean scale of the oracle’s consultations.

Keywords Delphi, religion, sacrifices, Apollo, Athena

ABnva. Mia eioco80G otoug AgApolg

NepiAnyn Ou Aedgol elval orjuepa n mo yvwaoth tonobesia tng apyaiag Pwkidag, aAAd n cvliTnon yla ta
OPXOLOAOYLKA TNG KATAAOLTIA EXEL ETIKEVTPWOEL U€YPLORUEPA OTA HVNUELD, TNV APYLTEKTOVLKH, TN YAUTITIKN KAl
GAAa pvnuetakd evpuata. H emavektignon twv apyaloAoykwyv sedopévwy ata tepd tov Iubiov AmMdAAwva Kat
™G ABnvag IIpovaiag kablotd Suvatr Tnv emavévapin tng oulTnong yla tig Buoieg Kat TLG TEAETEG GTOV AOTLKO
XWPO TWV AEAPWV Kat TN SLtepevivnon TOL GALVOUEVOL TNG AATPEVTIKAG ToAAaAdTNTAG. H B€an Tov LepoV Tng
ABnvdg IIpovaiag otnv elcodo tng mdANG, aTov §pdpo and tnv ABva kat Tn BowwTia, mpocBEtel yla tomoypapki
KOL AELTOVPYLKI TTPOOTITLKY] GTNV TPAKTIKY TWV BUCLOV 6TOUG AEAQOVE KAl OTNV TTAV-UECOYELOKN KALUOKA TWV
StapovAevoewv Tov pavteiov.

NEEeLg-kKAELSLA AgApoli, Bpnokeia, Buoieg, ATMOAAWVY, ABnva
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