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This inscription deals with land allotments associat-

ed with a large tract of sacred land in eastern Phocis. 

Despite the fact that the inscription sheds valuable 

light on important issues such as the definition and 
exploitation of sacred land it does not figure a great 
deal in recent discussions of these topics1. Closer ex-

amination may shed light on this critical contact zone 

at the intersection of Boeotia, Locris and Phocis2. We 

begin with the inscription itself, discovered by Pierre 

Paris in the summer of 1884, when he was excavating 

the temple of Athena Kranaia3. Approximately 20 km 
southeast of the Kranaia temple in the Exarchos val-

ley lay an abandoned Middle Byzantine village, 

known variously as Smixi or Mixis (fig. 1)4. The 

churches were in a state of ruin when Paris encoun-

tered them. One of these had a stone in the wall with 

an inscription visible on its outer face. Prizing the 

stone out of the wall, Paris was able to record both 

side A and side B. The opening nineteen lines, al-
though regrettably lacunose and difficult to read, 
contain enough to show that the inscription concerns 

a formal transfer of two estates and that the process 

involves an individual named Herostratos.

I supply a tentative English translation of the most 

recent edition of the text, beginning with the first 
nineteen lines5.

A transfer of sacred lands 

from eastern Phocis, IG IX 1, 87

Jeremy McInerney

1 For example, Papazarkadas 2011 makes no reference to it in 

his comprehensive treatment of sacred and public land in Attica. 

The most recent discussions are Pritchett 1996, 142, Zachos 

2003/2004, 209 f. and McInerney 2010, 158–161. Rousset 2013, 
125, describes the inscription as »documenting a gift of land to 
Apollo and Artemis of the second century BC, whose context can-

not be reconstructed from the fragmentary text«.
2 For this area as a contact zone see McInerney 2011 and 
McInerney 2013.
3 Paris 1894, 53: »J'ai profité de mon séjour à Élatée pour faire 
quelques excursions dans les villages voisins«.

4 For descriptions of Smixi, see Armstrong 1989 and Pritchett 
1996. The location’s exact coordinates are 38°34'41.0"N 
22°53'28.4"E.
5 IG IX 1, 87 presents the text of Dittenberger. A new text is cur-

rently being prepared for publication by D. Rousset, who gener-

ously shared the preliminary text with me. This will appear 
shortly in IG IX 12, 6. Rousset’s readings are more cautious than 
Dittenberger, who was somewhat bolder in his restorations. It 
would be inappropriate of me to pre-empt M. Rousset by printing 
his text before the publication of IG IX 12, 6, so instead I offer a 
tentative translation and indicate where the two editions agree 
or diverge on significant points. The line numbering followed 
here is that of Rousset’s text.
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… of the letter6

… the tran]sfer to the two estates7…

5 …… common… Herostra[tos

… to the city Hero[stratos

… of the ambassadors8 … -ing, just as …

… Ar[te]mis plots…

… over by tower and the estates…

10 … to Apollo and Artemis9 …

… the revenues [which] belong to Apollo10 …

… and … to the …

… … [Arche]getes(?)11 ……

… -ing other … of brother …

15 … of… letter and whatever you yourselves

… refer to the sanctuaries (?).12 The priest …

… m]arket … … … …
… silver from the city13. …

… the holy and public [land ?]14

A comparison of the two editions shows that the open-

ing section, while far from yielding an entirely com-

prehensible text, allows for some plausible deduc-

tions. Not only does there seem to be a transfer taking 
place (παράδοσις, line 4), but it seems certain that this 
involves both sacred and public land (line 19). Ditten-

berger characterized the subject-matter as the ›leges 

et condiciones donationis‹. The reference to ambassa-

dors (line 7) and a letter (lines 3. 15) calls to mind the 

correspondence between Hellenistic kings and the 
Greek states, and suggests that the inscription pre-

serves the details of a legal arrangement authorized 

by a Macedonian king. Similarly, IG IX 2, 517 preserves 
in great detail Philip V’s correspondence with Larissa 
ca. 214 B.C., a single inscription that serves as a dos-

sier in which the Macedonian ruler refers to an ex-

change of letters and decrees between himself and the 

Larissans. After naming the various ambassadors 

Philip continues rather ominously (lines 26 f.):
»πυνθάνομαι τοὺς πολιτογραφηθέντας κατὰ τὴν 

παρ’ ἐμοῦ ἐπιστολὴν καὶ τὸ ψήφισμα τὸ ὑμέτερον καὶ 
ἀναγραφέντας εἰς τὰς στήλας ἐκκεκολάφθαι«

»It has come to my attention that those who were 

entered on the citizen roles in accordance with my 

letter and your decree, and who subsequently had 

their names inscribed on the stelae have had their 

names excised.«

Or, to take an example closer to Smixi, consider 
the inscription found in the church of Agios Georgos 

near Kalapodi (IG IX 1, 78) in which Philip V writes to 
the koinon of the Abaeans and guarantees the ateleia 

of the sacred estate (singular). In that correspondence 

Philip couches his decision in terms of goodwill and 

friendliness. For the god’s sake and wanting to please 
the Abaeans, says Philip, he has written to tell Herak-

leides not to trouble them. There is a hint of this lan-

guage in the Smixi inscription in line 15 where it ap-

pears that the outside party is suggesting that the lo-

cal party act in accordance with »whatever you 

yourselves…« decide (?). In other words IG IX 1, 87 
should be classified formally as a royal affirmation of 
a local arrangement. More than that cannot be said 

with certainty, although the existence of two similar 

documents originating from Philip’s chancellery 
raises the possibility that the same king was affirm-

ing yet another set of local decisions originating in an 

area eager to retain his goodwill.

Beginning at line 20 of side A and continuing to 
line 36 of side B, where the inscription breaks off, the 
text then offers a detailed account of land allotments. 
Before discussing the details of the document it is 

worth presenting as full a translation as possible:

Side A: »-on son of [M]ynnion, Timagora the wife of 
Ischylos, Nik… above the rest, as much as for the 
(plot) which has been sold … six, Thrason son of 

Aristokrates being neighbour to the east … to the 
plots, one by the spring … Thrason son of Aris-

tokrates neighbour to the east, to the west Thrason, 
son of Aristokrates. Towards the Anakeion15, 

Amyn tas, son of … Philon son of Kleippos neigh-

bour to the east, to the west … 13 plethra, neigh-

bour to the east … to the west Onymokles, son of 
Pasion … 40 plethra, neighbour to the east … to the 

west Andron son of Diomedon (l. 30) … Philomelos 
son Leothetes … 13 plethra, neighbour to the east 

Onymokles son of Pasion, to the west … of unculti-
vated land. Another plot, 30 plethra, neighbour to 

the east … of uncultivated land, to the west Polyx-

enos son of … the Hylleic estate, its neighbour to the 

east being the plot … Another plot, two plethra, an-

other one three plethra, neighbour on the east 

6 »τᾶς ἐπιστολᾶς« in both editions; see also line 15.
7 »τᾶς παρ]α[δ]όσιος δυοῖν χωρίο[ιν« Dittenberger, »α.oσιος« 
Rousset.
8 »πρ]εσβευτῶν« in both editions.
9 »τῶι Ἀπό[λλ]ωνι καὶ τῆι Ἀρ[τ]έ[μ]ιτ[ι« in both editions.
10 »Ἀπόλ[λωνι καὶ τᾷ Ἀρτέμιτι]« Dittenberger, »Ἀπόλ[λωνι« 
Rousset.
11 »Ἀπ]<ό>[λλ]ω[ν]ος ΓΕτη« Dittenberger, »Χ.Ω.ΟΣΓΕΤΗ.« Rousset.

12 »ἀνάθετε ε ̣ἰς τὰ να[ϊ]κά(?)« Dittenberger, »ἀνάθετε ΞΙΣΤΑΝΑ.
ΚΑ« Rousset.
13 »ἀργύριον παρὰ τῆς πόλεως« in both editions.
14 »τὰν [ἱε]ρὰν καὶ δαμοσίαν [χώραν« Dittenberger, »τὰν [ἱε]ρὰν 
καὶ δαμοσίαν [χώραν?« Rousset.
15 »ποτὶ τῶι Ἀ<νακε>ίω[ι]« Dittenberger, »ποτὶ τῶι ΑΛΧΡΙΩ« 
Rousset.
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side… on the west side Timandros son of Mynnion. 

Another plot … plethra … on the east side the neigh-

bour being Philon son of Kleippos, to the west … 

Another, 96 plethra with … as neighbour on the 

east, (l. 40) on the west … , son of … -istos De-… o…«

Side B: »plethra … with as neighbour on the east 
Theainetos son of Kallikrates, and to the west 
Theainetos son of Kallikrates. A plethron of wild 
pear16, (l. 5) with … -ostratos, son of Lys-… 
neighbour to the east, to the west Theo[propos], 

son of Simmichos, the [plots by] those of Polyphoi-
tas … (l. 10) 90 plethra … of Aristo, wife of Thear-

tis17, with …-das son of Archedamos neighbour to 

the east, and to the west Aristokrates … (l. 15) … 
300 plethra, with as neighbour to the east [Pho]

kion son of Theodoros, and to the west along the 
road Philon, (l. 20) son of Philon. Kleon At- … -mon 
6 and the sown(?)18 110 plethra, with as neighbour 

to the east … -ikles, son of Amphidamos, (l. 25) to 
the west Kallikrates, son of Theainetos. Towards 
… plethra, with other [holy] lands19 neighbouring 

to the east, (l. 30) to the west Pythodoros son of 
Agidip[pos]. Towards Pialeia20 the plot by the Hek-

atombion, [1]2 plethra, with as neighbour to the 

east the Hekatombion, to the west Xenokrates son 
of Kallimachos.«

A number of features deserve comment. Having dis-

cussed the opening lines, Dittenberger character-

ized the main text as follows: »reliquam partem tit-
uli enumeratio fundorum occupet quorum unicui-

que vicini ab oriente et ab occidente adduntur, non 

item a septentrionibus et a meridie, ut appareat hos 

omnes agros uno tractu ab oriente ad occidentem se 

excepisse unamque et continuam agri Hyampoli-

tani regionem efficisse.« In Dittenberger’s view, 
therefore, the enumeration of the pieces of land con-

16 »ἀχρά[δος]« Dittenberger, »ΑΧΡΑ« Rousset.
17 »ΡΙΣΤΩΣΘΕΑΡΤΙΟΣ« Rousset. Citing the Lexicon of Greek 
Personal Names (Fraser – Matthews 2000), Rousset notes Ἀριστῶ 
is attested as a woman’s name and Θέαρτις as a man’s name but 
resists printing the names as intelligible Greek: »attamen nulli-
um alium nomen muliebre habet titulus«. The position, however, 
of Timagora (line 20) makes it unlikely that it is the masculine 

genitive form of Timagoras, and more likely that it is a feminine 
name in the nominative.

18 »μων ἓξ καὶ τὰ σπα…/μενα πλέθρα ἑκατ[ὸν]« Dittenberger.
19 »ποτ’ ἀῶ ἄλλ[α ἱερὰ] χώρα Dittenberger, ποτ’ ἀῶ ΑΛΛ . . . 
χώρα« Rousset.
20 »πο<τ>ὶ Πιαλείαι τὸ [παρὰ τῷ] Ἑκατον<β>ίωι« Dittenberger, 
»ΠΟΣΙΠΙΑΛΕΙΑΙΤΟ Ἑκατον<β>ίωι« Rousset.

1 The location of Smixi and other 
sites in eastern Phocis with Byzan-
tine remains.  
Note: Bogdanos is usually identi-
fied with ancient Hyampolis; Abae 
is traditionally located on the spurs 
between Michaelidina and Smixi.
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tained in the inscription followed a pattern, accord-

ing to which each one of the neighbouring plots was 

added from the east and from the west, but not from 

the south or north. Accordingly, for Dittenberger, 

all of these plots taken together constituted a single 
tract of land running from east to west, and com-

prise one continuous area within the territory of 

Hyampolis.

The plots of land vary enormously in size. The 

same document refers to plots of land 1, 2, or 3 ple-

thra in area, others of 30, 90 plethra, or even 300. Giv-

en the lacunae in the text, the total number of plethra 

in the preserved portion must correspond to a mini-

mum area covered by the sacred land in the lease. 

This total is 720 plethra. How much larger the total 
area was cannot be known and to hazard a guess 
would be foolish. The maximum extent of the sacred 

land therefore eludes us, but it must have been larger 

than 720 plethra. The plethron is both a linear mea-

surement and a measure of area, but to imagine the 

plots being listed according to a linear measurement 

of 21.6 km makes no sense. The plethra must be 
square measurements. As a square measure, the ple-

thron corresponds to approximately 900 m2. The total 

area recorded in the inscription as preserved there-

fore corresponds to 648,000 m2, or 65 ha.
So far we have seen that the entire piece of land in 

question is of a considerable size, and that the indi-

vidual plots vary from very small to enormous. Be-

fore exploring the significance of these features, how-

ever, it is necessary to correct a misconception that 

goes back to the original editions of Paris and Ditten-

berger. Both used the lack of north/south markers 
and the repetition of east/west markers to suggest 

that we are dealing with a single strip of land which 

runs continuously from east to west. Closer inspec-

tion of the inscription suggests this is wrong. While 

the inscription records a series of plots each with an 

eastern and a western neighbour, the overall plan 

could only be a continuous east-west sequence if any 

given plot were listed as both the western neighbour 

of one plot and the eastern neighbour of another. In-

stead, although each entry has an eastern and west-

ern neighbour, the entire sequence proceeds north to 

south (or south to north). These cardinal points, north 

and south, are not given, because each prior entry is 

to the north (or south) of each subsequent entry. Con-

sider this section from side A (lines 25-34):

Towards the Anakeion, Amyntas, son of … Philon 
son of Kleippos neighbour to the east, to the west 

… 13 plethra, neighbour to the east … to the west 

Onymokles, son of Pasion … 40 plethra, neighbour 
to the east … to the west Andron son of Diomedon 

(l. 30) … Philomelos son Leothetes … 13 plethra, 
neighbour to the east Onymokles son of Pasion, to 
the west … of uncultivated land.

If this were a single continuous sequence of contigu-

ous plots then at least one of the landholders – Philon, 

Onymokles, Andron or Philomelos – would have to be 
described as the neighbour to the east of X and then 
as the neighbour to the west of Y. But the only in-

stance of such double labelling involves Onymokles, 
whose two entries are separated by at least one entry 

naming Andron and Philomelos as neighbours. The 

two references to Onymokles therefore involve two 
separate holdings. It seems, then, that the sacred land 

2 Satellite image of the Exarchos 
valley, showing contemporary land 
divisions. The labels of ancient si-
tes correspond to maps of the Hel-
lenic Army Service and do not re-
flect Niemeier’s claim that Kalapodi 
is to be identified as Abae. Note 
the narrow neck of land north and 
east of Hyampolis and the more 
open valley south and east of 
Hyampolis.

Jeremy McInerney
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being delineated is essentially a corridor running 

north-south, with clusters of properties listed from 

top to bottom (or vice versa).

Curiously, in every instance where a named indi-

vidual occurs, these neighbours are owners of their 

own estates, not the owners or lessees of the sacred 

land. And in every instance where an estate is listed 

according to its total area, i.e. where its size measured 

in plethra is recorded, the reference is to the property 

alone, without naming an individual who has bought, 

sold, dedicated, transferred or leased the land. We 

must conclude that the clauses of the inscription are 

solely concerned with defining a series of properties 
which collectively were being clearly demarcated as 

sacred and public land (line 19). Because of the repe-

tition of naming neighbours to the east and west, the 

entire piece of sacred and public land being defined 
must be imagined as a large piece of land running in 

a corridor north and south between various pieces of 

privately held land.

We can cautiously go a little further and offer a 
general description of the newly demarcated sacred 

estate. It was broadly trapezoidal in shape. The vari-

ous entries recording the size of the individual plots 

by plethra show a tendency first to fluctuate or, more 

accurately, to concertina (13, 40, 13, 30) and then, af-

ter the mention of the Hylleic estate, to increase dra-

matically: 96, 90, 300, 110. On the ground this must 
mean that towards one end (possibly the north) the 

plots were small to medium, but that at the other end 

they were between four and ten times larger. It is pos-

sible that the existence of private holdings played a 

role in determining the size and shape of the plots 

now being transferred to the gods, but it is also possi-

ble that natural conditions in the area around Smixi 
and the Exarchos valley were responsible for this, 

with the smaller plots situated in a narrow neck of 
fertile land and the larger estates in a much more 

open area. Contemporary land divisions in the Exar-

chos valley and its environs demonstrate that the po-

sition of the low, dry hills in the area funnels cultiva-

tion into easily defined spaces corresponding to the 
fertile valley floor (fig. 2).

To whom was this newly defined tract donated? 
Tantalizing references to Artemis and Apollo occur 

in the opening section, where we find Artemis (in the 
unusual accusative [τ]ὰν [Ἀ]ρ[τέ]μιτα) along with 
χωρ[ία] (line 8), τῶν χωρίω[ν] (line 9), τῶι Ἀπό[λλ]ωνι 
καὶ τῆι Ἀρ[τ]έ[μ]ιτ[ι] (line 10), and a reference to reve-

nues (προσόδους line 11) either to Apollo or to both 

3 Possible location of the sacred estates described in IG IX 1, 87﻿
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Artemis and her brother ([ἀδ]ελφοῦ line 14), as well 
as the original reference to the transfer (τᾶς παρ]α[δ]-
όσιος either of or to the two estates: δυοῖν χωρίο[ιν], 
line 4). Other references are less secure. Dittenberger 

believed that line 25 contained a reference to the 

Anakeion which has been seen as a reference to the 
Dioskouroi, whose festival in Athens was known as 
the Anakeia. At the same time, Anakeion may also re-

fer to a shrine simply of the Anax, an epithet fre-

quently applied to Apollo. Or, if as Rousset suggests, 

the reading is not secure, the toponym may refer to 

something altogether different. More secure are the 
references to the Hekatombion (line 33. 34 f.). This is 
evidently a location, and since it is an epithet of Apol-

lo it again points to that god’s presence in this inscrip-

tion. There may be a final possible reference to Apollo 
if the ΓΕΤΗ of line 13 derives from the god’s common 
epithet, Archagetes. Despite the lacunae and doubtful 

readings, the overall context seems clear: a strip of 
land was being carved out and designated as sacred 

land, the revenues of which, presumably from leas-

ing, would accrue to Apollo and Artemis.

The repeated references to Artemis and Apollo in-

evitably raise other questions: were Artemis and 
Apollo worshipped together in one sanctuary, so that 

the revenue sharing was little more than a matter of 

book-keeping? Or should we imagine two sanctuar-

ies, located at opposite ends of the corridor of sacred 

land? In such a scenario the sanctuaries may have 

been proxies for two political communities, most 

likely Hyampolis and Abae. In this interpretation, the 
designation of sacred land allowed for an orderly 

sharing of revenue and was a matter of substance. 

Given the recent claim by Wolf-Dietrich Niemeier 

that the sanctuary at Kalapodi should be identified as 
the oracle of Apollo at Abae, the topography that un-

derlies IG IX 1, 87 takes on extra significance21. The 

purpose of this paper is not to reply in detail to Nie-

meier’s claim, but in any discussion of the topogra-

phy of IG IX 1, 87 the cults at Kalapodi cannot be ig-

nored. Since the 1970s the excavations of the DAI have 
brought to light a sanctuary in which there are two 

adjacent temple complexes which were in operation 

during many of the sanctuary’s phases22. Artemis and 

Apollo are a natural pairing, but prior to Niemeier’s 
assertion that Kalapodi was Abae, the widely held 

view was that Kalapodi should be identified as the 
sanctuary of Artemis Elaphebolos, the site of the fes-

tival, the Elaphebolia, that celebrated the liberation 

of the Phocians from the Thessalians. The Elaphebo-

lia and another Artemis festival, the Laphria are 

mentioned together in IG IX 1, 90 (SEG 43.226). If these 
are placed at Kalapodi, then it would follow that Ka-

lapodi was, first and foremost, the sanctuary of Arte-

mis and under the control of Hyampolis. It would also 

follow that Abae would not be identical with Kalapo-

di, in which case we would return Abae to its tradi-

tional location south and east of Hyampolis, an iden-

tification that goes back at least to Yorke’s excavations 
in 189423.

If the traditional identification of the sites is up-

held, the geography of the region, the topography of 

the Smixi inscription, and the revenue sharing by Ar-

temis and Apollo all make sense. It would put the es-

tates being designated as sacred land in a broad 

sweep running from the narrow pass connecting 

Hyampolis with Kalapodi (Valtetsi on Armstrong’s 
map, see fig. 1) and then fanning out into the Exar-

chos valley, where the width of the valley permits 

much larger plots of land (fig. 2). The Archagetes and 

Hekatombios are both epithets of Apollo, the god best 
known from Abae, although we do not know under 
which name he was worshipped there. Similarly, 
Elaphebolos, Sotera, Laphria are all epithets of the 
Artemis attested in the same region, but again, we 

cannot say that Artemis was worshipped under any 

of these names at Abae. Nevertheless, the recurrence 

of these epithets in the inscriptions of the region 

demonstrates that both deities were prominent. In 

such a scenario, Hyampolis (Artemis) and Abae (Apol-

lo) shared revenues and shared the resources of a no-

tably rich piece of land, thereby avoiding the poten-

tial internecine rivalry of competing sanctuaries or 

communities. How better to avoid conflict than by 
turning over much of the land between them to both 

gods, who shared the revenue?

Kalapodi’s position beyond this strip of land put 
it on the northern side of Hyampolis, and so makes 
the question of Abaean control of Kalapodi much 

less likely. Instead Kalapodi bestrode the road from 
Elateia to the coast, from where it served as a neu-

tral meeting place for Boeotians, Locrians and Pho-

21 Niemeier 2016. See also Prignitz 2014 and Kopanias, forth-

coming. Space here does not allow me to respond fully to Niemei-
er’s claim, which I hope to do in another essay shortly. For the 
moment let two difficulties with the Kalapodi/Abae identification 
be noted: it is impossible to make sense of Pausanias 10, 35, 1, 
which places Abae before Hyampolis on the route from Orchemo-

nos to Opous if one identifies Kalapodi with Abae. Furthermore, 

this makes the identification of the ruins in the Exarchos valley 
(traditionally identified as Abae and Hyampolis) not one but two 
conundrums. Simply put, where is Hyampolis?
22 See, inter alia, Felsch 1987, Jacob-Felsch 1996, Felsch 2007, 
Niemeier 2013, Niemeier 2014 and Niemeier 2016.
23 Yorke 1896.

Jeremy McInerney
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cians, a regional if not Panhellenic centre24. Rather 

than being identified with Abae, the identification of 
Kalapodi should revert to the sanctuary of Artemis 

Elaphebolos.

Support for this reconstruction comes from two 
sources. The first is a manumission inscription from 
Central Greece published in 199925. The manumission 

records the sale of a slave, Eukrateia, to both Artemis 
and Apollo. The inscription was found between Ka-

lapodi and Hyampolis and surely goes towards con-

firming that both deities were worshipped at Kalapo-

di. The inscription stipulates that the sale of Eu-

krateia was to take place »ἐν τὸ ἱερὸν τᾶς Ἀρτέμιδος 
τᾶς Έλαφηβόλου« (»in the temple of Artemis Elaphe-

bolos«), showing that both deities were worshipped 
here. If Eukrateia’s dedication to the sibling gods de-

rives from Kalapodi, it would follow that Apollo and 

Artemis were the two deities worshipped at the north 

and south temples at Kalapodi. No references to the 

oracular shrine of Abae mention Artemis, and on bal-

ance it would seem that a sanctuary with twin tem-

ples is more likely to correspond to Artemis and Apol-
lo rather than Apollo alone.

The second supporting datum is one of the topo-

graphic markers found in IG IX 1, 87. Most toponyms 
in the inscription are either dubious, such as »τὰ 
ναϊκά« (»sanctuaries«) (line 16) or possibly »τὰ νάκα « 
(»The Fleeces«), or too general, such as the spring 
(»κράνα«) of line 23 or a road (»ὁδός«) (B. line 20), to 
be of much help in fixing the topography of the in-

scription. In the first section of the inscription, how-

ever, in which the royal correspondence is summa-

rized, there is mention of a tower (»πύργος«, line 9), 
which may help locate the land under consideration. 

Zachos has suggested that this is a reference to a tow-

er, the remains of which were identified near Sphaka 
in 1994 and which he sees as marking the boundary 
between Elateia and Hyampolis26. Whether or not this 

is correct, it is still not certain that the pyrgos in the 

Smixi inscription is to be identified as the Sphaka 
tower. Nevertheless the language of the Smixi in-

scription is suggestive. Both Dittenberger and Rous-

set read the lines in which the tower is mentioned as 

follows:

ιν πρὸς πύργου καὶ τῶν χωρίω[ν — — —]
τῶι Ἀπό[λλ]ωνι καὶ τῆι Ἀρ[τ]έ[μ]ιτ[ι — — —]

Just as it is not certain that the tower in our inscrip-

tion is the Sphaka tower, it is equally uncertain that 
the estates belonging to Artemis and Apollo have to 

be identified with the area around Kalapodi. Yet cau-

tion may have its limits: unless we are happy to re-

place an actual tower with a hypothetical one and to 

invent more sanctuaries, it is not unreasonable to see 

the naming of Apollo and Artemis in line 10 as a ref-
erence to the double sanctuary at Kalapodi27. Al-

though the exact location of the sacred lands from the 

Smixi inscription cannot be fixed with certainty, 
there is a high probability that the following geo-

graphic reconstruction is accurate: Hyampolis and 
Abae are in the places where Yorke located them over 
one hundred years ago, and Kalapodi is the sanctuary 

of Artemis Elaphebolos, where Apollo was also hon-

oured and which was under the control of Hyampolis. 

Accordingly, the sacred land was probably located 

where the Exarchos valley fans out, near both Hyam-

plois and Abae (fig. 3).
If we leave aside for the moment the question of 

where this sacred land was physically located, it is 

worth examining what the inscription can tell us 

about the role of sacred land in the local economy and 

society of Hellenistic Phocis. At the outset, it should 

be said that the question of sacred land not only has a 

long and fruitful history as a subject of discussion, 

but that the recent studies by Horster, Papazarkadas 
and Rousset have demonstrated that the topic is far 

from being exhausted28. In what follows I only wish 

to suggest that the Smixi inscription may shed some 
light on the broader issues raised in these recent 

studies.

A first notable feature of the inscription is that the 
precise delineation of spatial areas is not comple-

mented by the recording of any prices. Unlike, for ex-

ample, a roughly contemporary inscription from the 

Black Sea (IOSPE I2 403) recording the sale of land 

plots and specifying prices as well as areas, IG IX 1, 87 
records no prices paid for any of the land. The trans-

actions, then, are a paradosis, or transfer of proper-

24 de Polignac 1995, 23. McInerney 2011.
25 Darmezin 1999, 117 f. no. 153.
26 Zachos 2003/2004, 208 f. The coordinates of the tower, which 
lay to the right (east) of the road running to Kalapodi, are 
38.617179 N / 22.848201 E, opposite the church of Agios Georgios 
Sphakas.

27 If the sanctuary of Artemis and Apollo in the Smixi inscrip-

tion is not at Kalapodi but somewhere in the Exarchos valley, 
such as at Bogdanos (Hyampolis), the easy 6 km walk from the 
Sphaka tower instead becomes a ten kilometer walk through the 
hills. This does not compel us to identify the Artemis and Apollo 
sanctuary with Kalapodi, but it is surely preferable to avoid mul-
tiplying hypotheses.
28 Horster 2004, Papazarkadas 2011 and Rousset 2013.
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ties to the gods without, as far as we can tell, compen-

sation. Nevertheless, since the inscription makes 
refe rence to revenues (line 11) it would seem that the 
plots being transferred to the control of the gods were 

intended for leasing. It is difficult to imagine how oth-

erwise the land could be made productive. The reve-

nues would go to the gods as the owners of the land. 

Yet no leases are explicitly mentioned and there is no 

hint of how such a contract might have been struc-

tured. What was the duration of such contracts? 

When and where were payments made, and what con-

ditions were imposed on the lessors? Were there stip-

ulations about manuring the smaller plots? All of 

these conditions are spelled out in IG II2 2493, a lease 

from the deme of Rhamnous. In the case of the hiera 

syngraphe from Delos, drafted ca. 300 B.C., we can fol-
low fluctuations in lease payments over the following 
decades, but the east Phocian inscription seems to of-

fer only the first stage, a kind of verbal cadastration, 
that anticipates further use of the land without spell-

ing this out in detail.

A likely explanation for the omission of any de-

tails regarding leasing arrangements is that the land 

was returned to the original landowners as lessors in 

perpetuity: as such, the transfer was a token arrange-

ment. Such ›transfers‹ are attested elsewhere. In 
Karia, for example, an individual named Polyneikes 
sold his estate, with all the vines and trees on it to 

Apollo and Artemis for 6500 drachmai, paid over ap-

proximately thirty years. Yet at the same time he re-

ceived a permanent lease (»εἰς τὸν ἀει χρόνον«)29. Oth-

er examples or leases in perpetuity are also known 
from Herakleia (Lucania) and Athens30. There were 

pressing reasons for arranging a fictive transfer to 
the gods: fear of the confiscation of land31. The pres-

sure could come from authorities or reformers wish-

ing to maximize the amount of land available for di-

vision into small holdings capable of sustaining 

farmer-hoplites, or simply to alleviate the poverty of 

those who had lost their land in the turbulent condi-

tions of the 3rd and 2nd centuries. Such calls for the 
redistribution of land were regarded as acts of sedi-

tion and throughout the Classical period there were 

attempts to suppress them. Finley notes the denunci-

ation of such programmes in Pseudo-Demosthenes, as 

well as the oath taken by the citizens of Itanos »not to 
bring about the redistribution of land« and the curse 

at Delphi called down upon anyone who proposed 

such a measure32. In a wide-ranging study of the 

socio-economic upheavals of the early Hellenistic 

age, Alexander Fuchs counted seventy instances of 

conflict and revolution from the 370s and 150 B.C., a 
phenomenon that he linked to »the decline of small 
scale and medium farming and the concentration of 

landed property […]«33 Under these conditions the 

threat of land seizure was real. Polybius has a famous 

description of the dreadful social and economic con-

ditions in Boeotia at the end of the 3rd century34 and 

his description of stasis in the Arcadian city of 

Kynaitha during the reign of Philip V demonstrates 
that land redistribution was an ever-present threat 

in times of crisis:

»συνέβαινε δὲ τοὺς Κυναιθεῖς, ὄντας Ἀρκάδας, ἐκ 
πολλῶν χρόνων ἐν ἀκαταπαύστοις καὶ μεγάλαις 
συνεσχῆσθαι στάσεσι, καὶ πολλὰς μὲν κατ' ἀλλή-

λων πεποιῆσθαι σφαγὰς καὶ φυγάς, πρὸς δὲ τού-

τοις ἁρπαγὰς ὑπαρχόντων, ἔτι δὲ γῆς ἀναδασμούς 
[…]« (Polyb. 4, 17)

»It so happened that the Kynaithians, who were 

Arkadians, had for a long while been in the grip of 
terrible and unending civil conflicts, and had per-

petrated against each other a great many assaults, 

by turns forcing the other side into exile, seizing 

their property, and even going so far as to redis-

tribute land.«

In such a volatile climate, with the threat of land con-

fiscations ever more pressing, the decision to donate 
the land to the gods in return for a permanent lease 

was a prudent decision. In the face of calls for land 

redistribution, elite property owners could validly 

reply that their landholdings were only modest, and 

that their largest holdings were actually in the hands 

of the gods.

If this scenario lies behind the transfer of land to 

Artemis and Apollo, it would suggest that the donors 

were from the same economic milieu as the individu-

als who held many of the neighbouring estates. Com-

mon sense would suggest the same. It is notable that 

names among the landholders recur frequently and 

reveal tight family connections. Thrason, son of Aris-

tokrates, owns three estates and his father owns an-

29 Blümel 1995, 46 f.
30 Dionysos at Herakleia: Tabula Heracleensis (= I.jur. gr. XII); 
Hypodektes at Athens: IG II2 2501.
31 On confiscation see Horster 2004, 80–87 and Davies 2007, 
350 n. 84.

32 [Demosthenes], On the Treaty with Alexander 17, 15; Finley 
1953, 239.
33 Fuchs 1974, 55. For a recent treatment of the same issues, see 
Mackil 2017.
34 Polyb. 20, 4–7.
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other. Philon, son of Kleippos is listed twice, and his 

son once. The father and son combination of Theaine-

tos and Kallikrates both possess plots, as do two sons 
of Mynnion. What we are seeing is a small number of 

families who own a large number of plots of land se-

curing their holdings by means of a fictive transfer of 
title to Artemis and Apollo.

This helps to explain another oddity of the in-

scription: the extraordinary fluctuation in the size of 
the plots. A plot of a single plethron, 30 × 30 m, is 
scarcely big enough to hold a single cow, while an es-

tate of 300 plethra (27 ha or 66 ac) would take at least 
a month to plough with an ox-led plough. It was an 

estate that was used for grazing rather than cultiva-

tion. If each of these was a piece of land that the for-

mer owner was only nominally transferring to the 

god, then the land could continue to be used as be-

fore: small lots for grain cultivation, oleoculture, vi-
ticulture and other labour-intense farming activities, 

larger estates for grazing cattle. This was the most 

productive land, as the local landowners knew only 
too well. Pausanias reports:

»ὁπόσα δ' ἂν τῶν βοσκημάτων ἱερὰ ἐπονομάσωσιν 
εἶναι τῇ Ἀρτέμιδι, ἄνευ νόσου ταῦτα καὶ πιότερα 
τῶν ἄλλων ἐκτρέφεσθαι λέγουσιν.« (Paus. 10, 35, 7)

»They claim that such cattle as they designate as 

sacred to Artemis grow up without disease and 

fatter than the rest.«

If at Hyampolis land owners transferred part of 

their land to the gods but maintained the usufruct of 

the land, an easy and convenient way of distinguish-

ing such sacred land would be to designate the ani-

mals that grazed on that land as hiera (possibly by 

means of brands). That way one could easily identify 

the animals destined for the altar. Ideally such 

beasts were hale and hearty, and like animals des-

tined for market today they may have been fattened 
shortly before slaughter. It is worth noting that one 

of the places in the Smixi inscription is a spot that 
seems to be called »Πιαλεία« (»The Fat Lands«, B. line 
32). It is located next to the Hekatombion. While 
some of the sacred animals ended up on the altar of 

Artemis Elaphebolos, others were destined for sacri-

fice to her brother.
The arrangements spelled out (and sometimes not 

spelled out) in IG IX 1, 87 give us a glimpse of local re-

sponses to the troubles of the Hellenistic period in 

Central Greece, and point to elite land holders pro-

tecting their property with the help of the gods. It is 

striking that at precisely the same time slave owners 
were also working out a way of protecting other piec-

es of their property, by writing paramone clauses into 

the sale of their slaves to the god. Such clauses al-
lowed the slave owners to continue exacting the ser-

vices of their slaves even as their transfer to the god 

was spelled out contractually35. This became com-

monplace at Delphi, where, beginning around 

200 B.C., the polygonal wall below Apollo’s temple 
was inscribed with hundreds of such sales. Eukrateia, 
sold to Artemis and Apollo, had her manumission in 

the temple of Artemis Elaphebolos, witnessed (among 

others) by Kleon and Theodoros, names which also 

appear among the land owners listed in IG IX 1, 8736.
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35 See Sosin 2015 for the most recent treatment and extensive 
bibliography.
36 Darmezin 1999, n. 153.

Sources of illustrations: Fig. 1: P. Armstrong, Some Byzantine 
and Later Settlements in Eastern Phokis, ABSA 84, 1989, 2. – 
Fig. 2: Landsat-8 image courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey 
(https://doi.org/10.5066/P975CC9B). – Fig. 3: J. McInerney.
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Zusammenfassung – Abstract – Περίληψη

Die Übertragung von heiligem Land im östlichen Phokis, IG IX 1, 87

Zusammenfassung Dieser Aufsatz präsentiert eine lange Inschrift aus dem östlichen Phokis, die Einzelheiten 
über die Übertragung von Grundstücken auf die heiligen Güter von Artemis und Apollo enthält. Das beschrie-

bene Gebiet erstreckt sich über mindestens 720 Plethra, umfasst jedoch Parzellen, die von nur einer oder zwei 
Plethra bis zu 300 Plethra variieren. Eintragungen listen das übertragene Land auf, indem sie die Nachbargüter 
im Osten und Westen erfassen. Daher bildet das heilige Anwesen einen Korridor, der in etwa nach Norden und 

Süden verläuft. Sowohl archäologische als auch epigraphische Hinweise deuten darauf hin, dass das heilige 
Anwesen am westlichen Ende des Exarchos-Tals lag, und stimmen mit der traditionellen Identifizierung von 
Abai, Hyampolis und Kalapodi als Heiligtum von Artemis Elaphebolos überein. Es wird vermutet, dass das 
Land den Göttern im Austausch für eine dauerhafte Pacht übertragen wurde und eine elitäre Strategie zum 
Schutz des Eigentums während der turbulenten frühhellenistischen Zeit darstellt.
Schlagwörter Phokis, heiliges Land, heilige Tiere, Landteilungen, Mietverträge

A transfer of sacred lands from eastern Phocis, IG IX 1, 87

Abstract This paper presents a lengthy inscription from eastern Phocis containing details of the transfer of 
plots of land to the sacred estates of Artemis and Apollo. The area described extends over a minimum of 720 

plethra but includes plots varying from only one or two plethra up to 300 plethra. Entries list the transferred 
land by recording the neighbouring estates to the east and west. Therefore, the sacred estate constitutes a 

corridor running broadly north and south. Indicators both archaeological and epigraphic suggest that the 

sacred estate lay at the western end of the Exarchos valley, and are consistent with the traditional identifica-

tion of Abae, Hyampolis and Kalapodi as the sanctuary of Artemis Elaphebolos. The land, it is suggested, was 

transferred to the gods in exchange for a permanent lease, and represents an élite strategy for protecting 

property during the tumultuous early Hellenistic period.

Keywords Phocis, sacred land, sacred animals, land allotments, leases

Μία μεταβίβαση ιερής γης από την ανατολική Φωκίδα, IG IX 1, 87

Περίληψη Η παρούσα εργασία παρουσιάζει μία μακροσκελή επιγραφή από την ανατολική Φωκίδα που περιέχει 
λεπτομέρειες για τη μεταβίβαση οικοπέδων στα ιερά κτήματα της Άρτεμης και του Απόλλωνα. Η περιγραφόμενη 
περιοχή εκτείνεται σε τουλάχιστον 720 πλέθρα, αλλά περιλαμβάνει οικόπεδα που κυμαίνονται από μόνο ένα ή 
δύο πλέθρα έως 300 πλέθρα. Οι εγγραφές απαριθμούν τη μεταβιβαζόμενη γη καταγράφοντας τα γειτονικά κτή-

ματα στα ανατολικά και δυτικά. Ως εκ τούτου, το ιερό κτήμα αποτελεί έναν διάδρομο που εκτείνεται σε γενικές 
γραμμές προς τα βόρεια και τα νότια. Αρχαιολογικές και επιγραφικές ενδείξεις υποδηλώνουν ότι το ιερό κτήμα 
βρισκόταν στο δυτικό άκρο της κοιλάδας του Εξάρχου και συνάδουν με την παραδοσιακή ταύτιση των Αβών, 
της Υαμπόλεως και του Καλαποδίου ως του ιερού της Αρτέμιδος Ελαφηβόλου. Υποθέτουμε ότι η γη μεταβιβά-

στηκε στους θεούς με αντάλλαγμα μια μόνιμη μίσθωση και αυτό αντιπροσωπεύει μια στρατηγική των ελίτ για 
την προστασία της ιδιοκτησίας κατά την ταραχώδη πρώιμη ελληνιστική περίοδο.
Λέξεις-κλειδιά Φωκίδα, ιερή γη, ιερά ζώα, αναδασμός, μισθώσεις
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