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Coins from Tower 19 in Felix Romuliana

By Miloje Vasié¢

Based on table 1, four units were distinguished for the
analysis because of their more intensive frequency. The
results of this analysis are presented in graphs (fig. 1-4):

Level e and layer E — accumulated above it — have had
the most intensive frequency, showing the entire circu-
lation of money inside Tower 19. As this tower could be
assumed as a completely closed unit, it is possible that it
presents the general circulation of money in Felix Romuli-
ana in the second half of 4™ century.

Like in the other archaeological sites from the end of
4™ and the beginning of 5" centuries, there were relics of
the 3™ century circulation — a bronze coin minted in Vimi-
nacium and an antoninianus of emperor Probus in layer E.
Then, there were coins from the period of 330-335 and in-
flationary money from 340-346 and 355-361. Both in lev-
el e and layer E, the coins dating to the reign of Valentinian
I and his co-rulers (364-375) were numerically superior.
Again, like at other sites in the diocese of Dacia, a de-

crease from 378 to 383, and a gradual increase from 383
to the end of the 4™ century could be noticed. A similar
picture of circulation was also confirmed in other layers
(figs 3 and 4). 1t showed not only the equalised circulation
inside Tower 19, but also a great need of bronze coins, so
that the earlier money, which had not yet been demonet-
ised, was used.

The graph 5 (fig. 5) of the annual percentage of coins
from Tower 19 is an even more exact index. In graph 5
the coins from the 3 century have been excluded as they
were exceptional relics. Also, the coins minted from 330
to 361 present the remnants of some earlier circulation,
used in the tower because of the need for bronze coins. A
respectable annual percentage is noticed in the period of
364-375, followed by a normal decrease in 378-383 and
an important increase from 383 to 395. Again, there is a
significant decrease from 408 to 423.

Based on this analysis, we could can assume that the

Year %:;:: Ee;:lvse; Levele | Layer E | Pit1l Leveld | Layer D | Layer C | Level b1 | Total
Viminacium 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Probus 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
330-335 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 3
335-341 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
341-346 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 3
348-354 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
355-361 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 0 4
364-375 0 3 7 1 0 0 4 1 16
378-383 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
383 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 3
383-395 0 1 10 0 0 1 4 0 16
408-423 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2
Justin I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Total 1 10 24 1 2 5 10 3 56

Table 1. Felix Romuliana. The coins from Tower 19.
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Level e

341-346 355-361 364-375 378-383

Layer C

355-361 364-375 387-395

Fig. 1. Felix Romuliana. Graph 1.

Fig. 4. Felix Romuliana. Graph 4.

Layer E

Fig. 2. Felix Romuliana. Graph 2

Layer D

355-361 383 387-395  408-423

Fig. 3. Felix Romuliana. Graph 3

real circulation had begun during the reign of Valentini-
an [, probably after AD 367, as it follows:

364-367 = 1 specimen

367-375 =9 specimens

364-375 =7 specimens

Annual percentage

30
26,4
20
V12,11 \
10 10,31

Fig. 5. Felix Romuliana. Graph 5.

It is possible that among the indeterminate specimens
from AD 364-375, the period of 367-375 has prevailed
but was definitely not as important. Generally, we could
conclude that the reign of emperor Valentinian I was the
time of the revival of settlement in Felix Romuliana, and
it was considerably different to that of Galerius’ time.
The finds of coins would indicate a hiatus in life in Felix
Romuliana from the time of Galerius’ death till the reign
of Valentinian I, Valens, and Gratian. The circulation after
375 is normal and characteristic for the whole diocese of
Dacia'.

If this conclusion is correct, the time span of the Late
Roman settlement would be from post 364 until the inva-
sion of the Huns in 441-443. Level e and layer E are again

1 Vasic¢ 1990.
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JII 330- 335-

341-

355- 364— 378— 383 408—

Legerdlerd) || DISERIN, || v | o 341 346 361 375 383 305 423 | Total
Level b1 198.2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
197.93 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 1
Layer C 197.7 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
197.51-197.42 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 4 0 7
197.38-197.33 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
Layer D | 197.28-1972 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 1 5
Level d 197-196.93 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
Layer E | 197.02-19691 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 7 0 1
196.87-196.8 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 4
196.78-196.7 2 1 0 0 0 2 1 2 0 8
196.69-196.61 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 5
Level ¢ 196.65 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
196.59-196.58 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2
196.45-196.43 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2
Total 3 3 1 3 3 14 4 19 2 52

Table 2. Felix Romuliana. Stratifying of the coins from Tower 19.

the most relevant for this conclusion, containing eleven
coins minted in 364—375 and eleven specimens minted in
383-395. This money has also been found, although in
smaller amount, in layers D and C. In layer D a specimen
minted in 408-423 was found. The distribution of coins in
Tower 19 induces the conclusion that the horizon consist-
ing of level e and layer E was developed between 364 and
395, level d / layer D generally belonged to the beginning
of 5" century, and layer C can be dated to the period prior
to the Hunnic invasion. In the floor of level b1 three coins
have been found: one bronze coin minted in 367-375, an-
other one from 378-383, and a follis of Justin 1. Conse-
quently, it can be dated to the Early Byzantine horizon in
Felix Romuliana.

To complete the analysis of coins from Tower 19, we
have presented coins in fable 2 by layers / levels and ac-
cording to absolute elevations. We used height intervals
of 10 cm. Although it was an artificial division, it gives an
impression about the stratification of the material as well
as coins inside a particular horizon. In spite of possible
disturbance of layers, we have supposed that the coins on
the bottom of a layer or level were the earliest specimens,
relevant to the beginning of stratifying, and the coins on
the top of a layer were defined as the latest pieces. Two
coins excavated in pit 1 (Cat. nos. 24-25) and two speci-
mens found next to the furnaces 7 and 8 (Cat. nos. 77-78)
were not included in the analysis.

At the boundary between the layers F and E a coin mint-
ed in 348-354 was found. It can be considered as the relic
of circulation of the later period, generally after AD 364.

The coins found on the basis of the latest phase of fur-
nace 7 (Cat. no. 78, minted 355-361), and between its first
and second floor (Cat. no. 77, minted 364-375) as well as
two pieces from the lowest elevation of level e (minted in
the periods of 364-375 and 378-383) are a contribution
to the thesis that the stratifying of Tower 19 began during
the reign of Valentinian I and his co-rulers. In the slightly
higher elevations, one coin minted in 378—383 and another
from 341-346, probably the relic of circulation in the dio-
cese of Dacia, were found.

On the boundary of level e and layer E, three coins
minted in 364-375 and three specimens from 383-395
were found, which supports the hypothesis that the layer
E had been formed after 383-395, particularly because a
coin dating to 408423 was found on the drywall beside
furnace 4 (boundary between layers E and D?), at which
time we suppose layer D to be formed.

Of course, a slightly modified hypothesis could be pre-
sented: stratifying, i. e. dwelling, in Tower 19 had begun
after AD 380, precisely after the pacification that followed
the Roman defeat at Hadrianopolis in 378, but the settling
took place during the reign of Theodosius I, when the land
was given to the Gothic foederati. In that case, the coins
from the periods of 364-375 and 378-383 represent the
relics of earlier circulation in the diocese of Dacia. Never-
theless, the sample from Tower 19 is modest, so we can-
not decide upon neither of these hypotheses. From the nu-
mismatic point of view, it is important that the finds from
Tower 19 correspond to the general rules of circulation
observed in the diocese of Dacia.
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ABSTRACT

During the archaeological excavations inside Tower 19 in Felix Romuliana-Gamzigrad, 79 pieces of bronze coins were
discovered. According to the numismatic analysis, stratifying, i. e. dwelling, in Tower 19 had begun after AD 380, pre-
cisely after the pacification that followed the Roman defeat at Hadrianopolis in 378, but the settling took place during the
reign of Theodosius I, when the land was given to the Gothic foederati. In that case, the coins from the periods 364-375
and 378-383 represent the relics of earlier circulation in the diocese of Dacia. Also, Tower 19 was continuously used
during the first half of the 5" century.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Bei den archéologischen Ausgrabungen im Turm 19 in Felix Romuliana-Gamzigrad wurden 79 Bronzemiinzen entdeckt.
Nach der numismatischen Analyse hatte die Schichtung, d. h. das Wohnen im Turm 19 nach 380 n. Chr. begonnen, genau
nach der Befriedung, die auf die romische Niederlage bei Hadrianopolis im Jahr 378 folgte, aber die Besiedlung fand
wihrend der Herrschaft von Theodosius I statt, als das Land den gotischen foederati iibergeben wurde. In diesem Fall
stellen die Miinzen aus den Perioden 364-375 und 378-383 Relikte des fritheren Umlaufs in der Didzese Dakien dar.
Turm 19 wurde auch in der ersten Hélfte des 5. Jahrhunderts kontinuierlich genutzt.

(Ubersetzung: J. Gier)





