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Anais Wion

The Golden Gospels and Chronicle of Aksum at Aksum Seyon’s

Church: The photographs taken by Theodor v. Liipke (1906)

ino Littmann had a great interest in Ethio-

].
pian literature, both written and oral: while
in Ethiopia, he collected 149 codices and 167
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of the DAE - especially Theodor v. Lipke
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photographed extensively archaeological sites
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its, events, landscapes,

emer

and architectural e

churches, paintings, and took portraits ot both

important and ordinary people. However, only

three manuscripts have been photographed.
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a compilation of documents which T will call
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important it was for the clergy of Aks

SAGRED TEXTS ON STAGE: AKSUM SEYOoN Gol-

DEN (GOSPELS DURING THE CEI

BRATION Ol
rHE CROSS

During the annual celebration of the vigil of the
year 1898 E. C. Migahi
|lJ:{)] ’l‘l]\,'ihll}l' V.

extensively photographed the religious ceremony

Feast of the Cross on

[Sunday, 18 March
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being diggazmac Gabra Sellase, were present.

In their photographs, Littmann and v. Liipke
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the altar tablets being carried by the priests
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(tabotat) (Fig. 1)°.

After the ceremony, the DAE
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too

church, including the codices

The next day, Littmann and v. Liipke returned

to the church and asked for

take pictures of the two Golden

permission to

( ;'.;x_,-'n'.-"-. and

the most beautiful crosses. This extraordinary

in their daily

session was reported in leng

notes’. ]'|]I_|~, accordins
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two precious codices from the church
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the procession were cal
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Fig. 2 The Golden Gospels of Aksum Seyon are paraded
for the Celebration of the True Cross (photo: DAE 776
MBA 2248.

True Cross in Aksum Seyon, 1906 G. C.

(photo: DAE 774 = MBA 2248.05).

name refers to the binding and decorations used
for the manuseripts, enhanced with plaques of

metalwork, sometimes in gold leaf. But these

precious manuscripts do not always contain the
Gospels alone. Because of their spiritual value
as sacred objects, they also preserve the most
important historical and legal documents of the
church or monastery to which they belong.
These documents are recorded in the blank
spaces before, between and after the Gospels.
In other words, the Golden Gospels are most
of the time codices, originally whose bind
ings were adorned with metallic decorations,
containing the text of the Gospels along with
archival documents. Is it the case here? Did
the books carried in front of the procession
contain the archives of Aksum Seyon? Thanks
to the copy made in the 1840s by Antoine
d’Abbadie while he was in Aksum, we can
partially answer that at least one Golden
Gospel of Aksum contained a

arge amount of
archival documents. This copy is today kept in
Paris, in the French National Library (ms. BnF
Ethiopien Abbadie 152). It contains more than
seventy legal and administrative documents,
mainly land grants (gult) given to churches in
Tigray by kings and princes of the beginning
of the 19" century. This Golden Gospel is
therefore a regional collection of land archives,
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and Aksum Seyon has been |‘|.1_\::n:_' a role of
intermediary between the royal administration
and the Tigrean monasteries in recording and
keeping these archives”. At least one of the
two manuscripts carried around during the
celebration of the Finding of the True Cross
in March 1906 might have been this one.
One of the two Golden Gospels photo
egraphed by the DAE was donated to the
church of Aksum Seyon by the daughter of
ras Mika’él Sehul?, the governor of Tigray who
l'”-l'?U;,_"h[ ‘.J]'\' (_.I.\_‘]H_]fl‘.'i”L‘ |]1(‘”.1['L'Ifl_\ 0 an ('!'ll]
by ordering the assassination of King Iyo'as
in 1769. She is probably the same woman as
the lady depicted on the back cover (Fig. 4)
prostrated under the Virgin with Child, as on
a devotional icon. This central image is set off
in a frame with metallic bosses. The decora
tion of the covers follows the conventions of
devotional paintings at the time, the life and
passion of Jesus Christ being the major theme.
Each cover is divided into three rows with

columns, thus creating compartments to frame

See the analysis of part of this manuscript in Wion
2011b.

According to what the i;'l:_'\ told Littmann. See his tor

I'he Golden Gospels of Aksum Sevon are pat ided

the Celebration of the True Cross _]\|1|\III' DAE 777

diary i"lll"-:l‘-\g‘.t"i by Voigt 2006: 194,

£ The Golden Gospels of Aksum Seyon. Credit; Staatshibliothek zu Berlin, Nachlass Littmann 245, Kiste 99,
(photo: DAE 789).
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today shown in Aksum Sevon church’s museum

1e visitor can see that the metal plaques
- 1
|

and t

1 1 - 1
ana that the quireés nave

‘-{"f;l]\l \]':E]li' réce \

Codices lln’.il'lll ‘\‘.'i'}l ':llll L]l.{(]l:u'\ Ol I‘-‘g'l.l\

e 1n F :llil:-pi.'l. One 15 preserved
dritish Library. It is an illuminated
o A8 LU o o

[dklda Ha

L arkila

Manol

Z28)",

with covers of gilted copper (ms. BL Or.

[n Tieray, Mic

1el Gervers photographed

I1‘|\.'-’.\‘L| covers: the two

y 7 f
G ospels of

Garima (usually referred to

s 1 and II), which might be the model for

the G Gost a Gospel from Yohannes

Kama in Samre-Siharti; a G

Qaga Maryam Monastery in Tambén; a Gospel

it. The
by King
ba Hadara

from SL'H\[‘\L' Ca
MOSt }‘:c--_'iull.\ one 1s
annes [V (1872—-1889) to E

. Bl 1 1

in Tambén os5. 5-6)'%. which might draw on

jot in Hentalo W:

( I.'_.“Iln[ | o1

the example of the Aksum Golden Gospels.
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Addiqaharsi Paraglitos, trom

the time of Menelik

[HE CHRONICLE OF AKSUM: A COMPILATION
OF HISTORIOGRAPHICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVI
DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE ETHIOPIAN CHRI

STIAN KINGDOM AND AKSUM
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ven the absence of any infor

mation about why this only compilation was

photographed by the DAI

had other manuscripts coy

suppose that Littmann, already

he has

the Aksum Sevon library in which

been working with his informants under lock

|I.':\_| no Ul;h_" means 1o get

in January 1906%

Saint-Barbara, Old Cairo, from the 18" century

Pankhurst 1983-1984: 249; Wright 1877: 196.




16" century.
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access to this text. It was quicker than to have

it copied and it also provided a better copy. This very first document grounds the compi
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is known thi h the rather confusing rextual the grandeur of the church.

-adition settled in 1909-1910 onti Rossini’s . e i gons e

tradition settled in 1909-1910 by Conti Rossin: [ncipit: NAVH: #0&: C4: AR RET:

edition and translation. He selected documents 0Nz AhA9°:
- Tz (CRY,
Monner

in different corpora and re

related to Aksun

ordered them \‘.L'L'HI'L:’iI]; to three “intellectual”

categories (1. “about the town and the church

of Aksum™; 2. “feudal documents™ 3. “histori- Fol. 1-2v: Ser’atd Q% er or literally «Rule for
cal and legal documents”). We will describe the Tonsure» of the king during the consecra-
here the manuscript photographed in Aksum, tion and anointing in Aksum. This document
document after document, in order to show relates the ceremonial of the consecration of the
how this assemblage of texts could make sense. kings in Aksum to the time of king Solomon,

Many copies of this compilation related to then to the Ethiopian Kings Gibri Misqil,
l)i.]'l'_'l'].

Aksum are known®. In a previous article | Zir'a Ya'eqob and Sirsa

analysed the copy given by Ras Mika’él Sehul

to James Bruce (ms. Bodleian Bruce 93), which

also follows a Kebra |

>, The manuscripts
closest from the one photographed by the DAE
are — in terms of number of documents and

order of copy — ms. BnF Ethiopien Abbadie 2

(copied by Antoine d’Abbadie in Aksum)
ind ms. EMML 50. The latter 1s also a Kebri
N

it was returned by the British roval court to

ist followed bv the Chronicle of Aksum,

iy

King Yohannes IV after it has been taken

with others items from Magdala to London,
Ms. EMML 50 might be the oldest known
copy” of the Chronicle of Aksum and would

date back to the reign of Iyasu [ (1682-1706).

Descri Pt Ive notice:
arch list

1and to end up

The text is written in two columns with

¢ known

nty-six lines (Fig. 7). The quires are made ; Benyam, the 974 pat h. as inall ot
of hve bifolios ':.l]_lli-l'll.ilﬂ:' and the \_'INH[‘”.'—:- i
tion photographed by wv. Lipke is copied on

three quires but the last two folios were not

photographed although, as we shall see, the
text continues. T'he palacography is ordinary
handwriting from the late Gondarine period.
These texts are C(‘piud one .I?IIL‘!' the other.
Breaks are sometimes rendered with a line,
or the first sentence of a new document is

written 1n red ink

[ have divided the L'um|1i|.;|i-u. n in L'}I.'.p':rl'k

in order to highlight the homogeneity of t

e sequences of the text.

nart

Aksum as a setting for the

First movemen

royal power

Fol. 1: Description of the church of Aksum

Seyon and of its buildings, ':wu'h;.la]\ betore

part of Conti Rossint’s

[|‘.L Li;'\[}LIL’{iHI'I l\i. town .lllLi []1L' L'I.Il!!\'ll l)\ reter to the source decument.
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afhes  Hoop:  Ad9°E:

Tr.: Portuguese transl. in Paez 2011, vol. 1:

Fol. 2v: Two lists of the twelve houses of Israél
who
and H'.'.!‘.:‘ whom are descended

I CHArg

123-126: German transl. in E. Littmann,
Die Konigsweihe und die einh
terung”, DAE 1: 37sq; French transl.

in Sciarrino 1994: 150sa who Proposes the that Abreha and Asl

itle Ser‘atda Q¥erbat.
.t Sciarrino 1994; Toubkis 2005: 422sq; Accorc

2009-

arrived in Ethiopia with Ebn El-Hakim

 the roya
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ibrd Misqil, with the nu

eimische

150-153.

Sagad. T

the dignitaries

house (bétd mads

b oncIN g BT nxmT

f|'|;', to it, Prin

number of

Fe |] |i YWCETL, H.:].L'I 1( \!‘

Shpuh:uAre:@a nh--l

@RAPHEPAT N TAA:-NE

RN @- e OU B by -M p-fih
qO -5 AN -N@uh:A»-N}: A
Wwou-@AE -@@ur:-fadl:h A
AP ch @S BB A AN W
PRP-@N@- Kb L (Fowg
el W0 - Na- Nz 2w b vh
Ed-04hnh-NO-n+t-o0oth
CH:MEPL Ny CAho0oxN L AT
L -AK: gu AN B b RO
AN:-oOndt REFCH - h-AD-0
AP-AR T OAGAA P AN I
2R s mhh oy (oo hl
CPh-@AAMP A A CL i -HD-N
Fouph 2 ATh-ALC- MMHDR
o - - WAz - R PL - En-Npdi
P NCT-B-HO-nASCn:mAY
Soa - m - N B gu ol Nl
WD pouhhdcmEP NG
Ho-h4 -h@-t-d:-apehn-LY9<h
B WA= g0 h - ENO-H @ fF: ch
Q@ANCS @40 AN C-0
B4 @-au- 4 N-b*Cdh - L-NEoR]
@ZL-NanEorAMNEND-h:D-
hp- pu AL C M ATAN:A dh -1 T o0~

vears that each reiened. This list follows Conti

Rossini’s type C.

OhN: (sic) mo: Ad: Chord:  Phdo: 014 [1‘.1";]*‘.I: Gap dds P14 hRI9C: ’
oHo-Ak:  AOTThro-s 0F: gav’t: W0NhA: AON: HOLL: AACE:

Ed. Tr.: Dillmann 1884, Ge'ez text: 18-20, odtae: EF:  Gani:

German transl.: 74-76. Tr.: Conti Rossini 1909: 283-295.

Fol. 3v—4v: List of kings of 1 thiopia from Arwé
up to Ya'eqob (1596-1603, 1604—1607) with the

1 1 . B .
number of yvears they I'L'I_‘_"i]L‘(l. | |1]'\ II\{ mentions

legendary kings of

the Aksumite period, built the Aksum church.

cess Terda’e Giabaz gave the

throne to the Zag“é. The only king mentioned

with his regnal name is Sarsi Dengel Milik

Ic HL'L| |"\ |‘:i\

s 15 Conti

Rossini’s type A list; his edition did not reach

1gest). farther than Terda’e Gabaz. The list is found

[ncipit: #C%4:  Nod:  aoFaq2%: in other manuscripts, sometimes ending with
Dillmann 1884, Gelez text: 77 King Tikli Hiymanot (1769-1777)* e It
Stud.: Wion 2009: 153—154: K ropp 2011: 119. Was Imost ;‘I'ul\.alﬁ\' L'n;\i-;.| before the end of

the first reign of Ya'eqob in 1603.

Far instance

in ms. Oxford Bruce 93,




[ncipit: oHo-pk:  Gavdd: 3100 1A
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['r.. Conti Rossini 1909: 266-274.

Fol. 4v: List of the «kings of Israél» who reigned

over Ethiopia, from Ebn El-Hakim untl the

<son of king Iyasu Il» (Iyo’as whose name is
not mentioned). We recognise Conti Rossini’s
the same names as

Lype H": list. These are

on list H, but interest , the names of the

Gondarine kings from Susenyos to Téwoflos
are mixed with names of the kings of the

Sar \I | )'\_']1_-_:;.']

|I.\'T mumps to

[”'L'“;’{‘]?'\”C P'._'I':!c'u;:. _-\l\\u‘ ,H.EL'I
Milik Sidgad (1563-1596), the

King Yostos (1711-1716).
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in Aksum by King Zir'a Ya'eqob and again

by King Sirsa Dengel, with a chronographic
list of the kings in between these two. The
Chronicle of Sarsi Dengel depicts the conse-
cration of this king in Aksum, mentioning
that lists of kings were read aloud during the

ceremony. In line with this document, the roval

that no kings have
1 \..i.('tit.\l‘

1at Sdrsd Dengel have re-instituted this

\-.I”_-””il.'L' iﬂ(i]\\_'.‘\ it L'l'L..]'

been enthroned in Aksum since Zar
.'|I'|d L

medieval tradition™.
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hnng®:  +hen: n€fmd:
Ed., Ty CRLibAks 1II.1.
St.: Wion 2009:

i T P

G ands

11
Fo0lt

156~-157.

Fol.5-5v: Genealogy from Adam until King

Solomon followed by ‘_"{_'l'li_'.'l].\.‘:..'\ik."\l list from

Ebn El-Hakim until Sirsa Dengel (type F)

[ncipit: AL4: Ao hGF%:  oAL: Al

Tr.: Cont1 Rossini 1909: 300-301.

Fol.5v: Periods of time with the number of
birth of Christ

Vears, :'wpuuii\'y|\': from the

up to the reign of Abreha and Asbehi®; from
the latter up to Gabri Maisqil; from Gibri
Misqdl to the Zagwé; from the Zagwé to
Yekunno Amlak; from Yekunno Amlak to
Siyfi Ar‘ad; from Siyfi Arad to Yeshag;
from Yeshaq to Zir'a Ya‘eqob; from Zair'i
Ya'eqob to Lebnid Denge

; and from Lebni
Dengel to Minas. The list ends with a count

of 92 Coptic bishops of Ethiopia from abba

Salama Kisaté Berhan to . Krestodolu.

The latter is a

\; I'sd l )C'-1‘_',L'| 'S

ncotn: Aoy o4 O
eflﬂrhf.

[ncipit: A#°A LA
anh:  hNCY:  oAR-Nd:
This first chain of documents, from the
Ner'ala "J.\'c'?'s'r-?;.!':' to this one, are then to be
considered as a meaningful corpus of docu

ments. Constituted by King Sirsi Der

scriptorium aimed at assessing his legiti

and the legitimacy of the royal power upon
Aksum and Ethiopia. Some documents were
existing prior to this king, and the impact of
King Zir'a Ya'eqob policy in order to rebuilt
Aksum as a fully active centre of power is of

{il‘L'Ll:’”L'II[H.

course highlighted in most of t

But the |T1L2\i!1;.; of this sequence ol texts can

be attributed to Sdrsi Dengel’s scriptorium

with some confidenc

extended atter 5‘|‘-.1 De

e. Only two of them (list
fol. 3v—4v and list H, fol.4v) have been
|

rather clumsy way. We can therefore make

s death, but in

first section up to here.

Second movement: royal land grants to Aksum

['he second section associates the roval autho-

rity with land tenure at Aksum.
Fol. 5v—6: Gult donation of 19 lands by Kings

Abreha and Asbehi to the church of Aksum,

1e fertile lands of Hawista,
-"li \Li

lamen. The kings are identified as the

amongst which are t

Haimbira, Madog®¥é Agayt as wel

A F\ SHUN, ] i".L‘i' =

: :
, as already stated

lers of the church Iﬁ_‘:[..'f.f;':‘
ly “protectress of Aksum _
in list A, and their heirs are expected to seat
“on the throne of David”. We recognise here
the classical phraseology of the Solomonid
political ideology, but directly linked to the
semi-legendary Aksumite kings. Abreha and
Asbehid would be an amalgam of three kings

f A ntiq uity: Abraha, A

ksumite king of Yemen;

Ka nal name was Ella

éb, whose reg
and the of Aksum Ezana who

Takla
typical of the traditios
111-129,

1989: 55-67,

He 15 n

preserved in
Eth. Abb. 152) mentioned his name (see CRLibAks

[1-57 and 59)



century and converted to

nristianity. i\ !“'Ill:‘.Li' was ."(:I]I\'\;_ \L'.L zana™
Cl H

Nhhedt: hN: oOoOAL: 030
L0 WM AA: RNCY: OARNML: 112
ARG AT A0t A0 ARo9Cs
Ed., Tr.: Conti -
LibAks II.1.
T IR 1

Rossint 1895: 4-5 : CR

58; Huntingford 1965: n°1.
Fol.6: Gult and the renewal of the donation
to the church of Aksum by King Anbisa
Wedem, who most plul\.i|'~f\ reigned lfl_l:'u\.:_‘
the second half of the 12 century*. In list
type A, this king reigned after Queen Gudit
who destroyed churches in Tigray. Following
this implicit logic, he is the one who restores

the land wealth of Aksum. The next

Aksum Seyon, given by King Zir'd Ya'eqob,

renews most of the lands mentioned in this

l.‘lL‘:_!'[-'._'I'. .J.\\ll |‘\ pot E“‘L"\L"- I'.'Lt'L'|lJ|'L' |\|.\\‘.i|\|\'.

The more skeptical view about the authenticity
of the document would favour a late writing
intended as a historical and legal basis for ter-
ritorial claims by the church of Aksum. But

1 1 1 ] .
the hypothesis of a early medieval document

at |&'.i\| ]_‘,H'l:-.'lil':\' true th‘;il&_i not |‘L' l\\\_".']-..\l‘l\'t'l_i.
the relationship

ip th

and would mean a lot about

Ly | [P [ (72 ¥ 4 | 11713
|]LL\\L'\'|] Aksum ana K1NgS Irougn rme.

Mg e man 4. A
ALOr: A

[ncipit: Nhhedkd:  hd:
+&.0: A Kinh:
ATNH: AaG-7°: Hoon:  ANof:  $L97):
onon: kK rAathn: AR AINH: ARG
Conti Rossini 1895: 5; CRLibAks

[1.5 :__\L_'["\itll_l 1);

RS S A

Tr.: Huntingford 1965: n°5.

Fol. 6: (
by Walarti

this woman,

donation to the church of Aksum

Maryam. The identification of
named “Daughter of Mary” and
mentioned without title 1s difficult.

[ncipit: Nhnedd: [L.] ath: A odt:
ACLT: @FPACE: NNLE: ATHNE: ATNAFE:
e eP:

Ed., Tr.: Contu Rossini 1895: 5; CRLibAks

[1.24 (version 1)

[': Huntingford 1965: n°23.

Fol. 6: Gult donation h of Aksum

by King Siyfd Ar‘ad
Ned:
R S

[ncipit: NAdhedd: [..] eathn: Ay
hCL: ks NIOH: ARG9°:  hap:
AtHN: ATHATE: CeI:

Ed., Tr.: Conti Rossini 1895: 5; CRLibAks
[1.7 (version 1);

Tr.: Huntingford 1965: n°7.

Then come five documents promulgated by

King Zir'a Ya‘'eqob (1434-1468). They gran

1 1 1 1 i 1
|..i'iL| in order to sustain the church ot Ak

sum and to settle the liturgical reform of the

L (S€rvice ol .’l-‘lli‘.', |"|I|.‘!1'!‘|‘-=.' tea by the
I

1o 1 1 1O <114 in -'| v &) \ | 1Cs
king, and to sustain the new body of cleric

O this new It

I'i\.'.lL]IL'\i by a \..'":\'1 ||\l| | Rsun 4

k of documents. shows that Zar'a

1 L'\||!|‘-

bu

has been very much concerned by leg

and controlling the church of Aksum?®. But,

.'|l\'l=.‘\|'i'!:'_ to these documents, he did not grant

new lands to the church: he only renewed and

'."oll‘;\'._i .'"l." !(!I'I\i l| '.ii_l\ mentioned n

redaistr

nelt documer

il'n' previous

Fol. 6: Gulr by r Zar'a Ya'eqob for his own

he service of incense.
Tt At HCh:
hib8:
Ed., Tr.: Conti Rossini

[1.14

[ncipit: ohon: £04n:
a g mhe:

1895: 6 ; CRLibAks

Fol. 6v: Renewal of the main gult

territories I«

the church of Aksum by King Zir'a Ya'eqob.
[ncipit: onon: 4HLah: A HCh:  odn:

At AN RGP0 244 GATT:

Ed., Tr.: Cont1 Rossini 1895: 6 : CRLibAks

[1.14 (second part);

Tr: !l';:i'll';l'l__\:l“'{i 1965: n”14.

1 ] 1 1 1
donation of the land
King Za

liturgical

Fol. 6v: Gult

Lo .'\l\\.UI'I'I L.|.|I\|‘:\..|.| I”

order to support his

¢y

LiEL.

[ncipit: Ahhedd: [L] At A HCh:
LoP0: OALRF: (sic) Bot: AR REH
Mz hhO9": 984 ShEC:

Ed., Tr: Conti Rossini 1895: 6; CRLibAks
[1.13;

['r.: Huntingtord 1965: n"13.

reform and the creation of |!I|‘ 1IeW DOAay of NONKS

in Aksum, Perruchon 1893: 5




Fol.6v: Gult donation to Aksum church by
King Zir'i Ya‘eqob for
(slul the church oblation.

Teathr: At HCh:

the tdzkar of .\]J]'_‘\
Incipit: onon: Lodn:
°8:L hordg:

Ed., Tr: Conti Rossini 1895: 6: CRLibAks
105

Tr.: Huntur

yrd 1965: n°15.

Fol.6v: Renewal of the immunity of the

compound of Aksum Seyon’s church by King

Zir'a \.\'l‘L'\.](lh.
[ncipit: wé&ohe:
Lo oAL:
bV B il
Ed., Tr: Conti Rossini 1895: 6: CRLibAks
[1.16;
Tr.: Huntingford 1965: n°16.

ho-THN: h's HCh:

L¢4d: hav: / 80A: N

Fol.6v—7v: Taxes in cereals, honey, cattle and
butter from the different districts in Hawista
and Hambira, followed by an appendix detailing
the contributions of the main gult of Aksum

&
for the feasts. Most of the ].3|\1\_L"I'!\1I'I]L".‘- are
J‘I]l\l-

found in the five aforementioned ol

tions, therefore this very long and precise list

-

|.
the roval gult of Aksum sl

SHLL

of contribution explains wgmatically how
ould supply to

the church.

Incipit: <:Nd: 01C: HRA:  FRAn
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks I.3.

Stud.: Wion 2016a.

Fol.7v—8: Labor imposed to specified groups

he lands held

of clerics, to the inhabitants of
by Aksum Sevon as well as to some remote

“alta or Anba Sinavt).

]H'{'I\'ﬂl\'t‘.k (such as Gi ;
One has to notice the extraordinary character
of the tasks that are due lﬂl\ the tributaries,
wether it was for the building of the church,
or for its maintenance.
Py
EACHh: NN
CRLibAks 1.5.

INC:  ANpeav:
hnO-ge:

[neipit: haoy:

hURC: Al

Ed., T
Here ends this section devoted exclusively
't) — going

down to Zar’a Ya‘eqob’s time only — and tl

to land tenure, its legitimacy

1c

rules for the distribution of its products (gibr,

tazkar and feasts).

Thi duties and memories of
Aksum territory

movement:

The
again be attributed to the time of Sirsi Dengel.

xt and third l'nn'"l_\' of documents can

B

I chrono-

[t consists mainly of lists, whe

_EL‘-'.-i'i-‘i"!.L' Oor not, as '\'\'\'” a5 a i‘:.‘\';:‘il_'-'.i"l'l ']l [l'l\_'
characteristic and historical places of the town.
These documents seem to introduce the main

picce of text: the renewal of the laws (begg)

of Aksum, dealing mainly with protocolar

sues and the rank of the ne

ed. King
;

v |\.!\.|1?1||'_LJ‘.\_' gLl

\1151 I)L'?’.'_‘.'\'l Llflu not

xltﬂl.][ie'lﬂ'z o .-"\l\‘-i.l-’ll Seyvon but he renewed

the main gult of Zir'i Ya'eqob and stated

precisely how the |‘]'<N|l|\'] of the lands should

be distributed.

A chronological list from Abba

1a (year 1) to the victory of Sirsi Dengel

over the Turks in the year 232 (1579 G.C.),
with special attention paid to the 16" century
wars against Muslims and the re-foundation of
Aksum by Sirsi Dengel. In this document,
Aksum is presented in the broader framework

of the national and regional history, even if

mentioned only twice: when Zir'i Ya‘eqob

came \H‘ni \\]'IL'J'. ";..I:I'\;l 1?('.".:_:'\'] |'L"‘-‘_I_I|"i'{:. '.|I'\'
church buildings.
[ncipit: N0: Gavd: gonlid: wdh: h0: AAY:
Ed., Tr.; CRLibAks IIT.2.

[ lrl_ BV- I::

tion of Aksum Seyon and description of the

A legendary history of the founda

specific elements of the site, including the
ancient ruins.
[ncipit: Dl (sic) : PI: wndedlfs AR
A1 1NN: hhO90:
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks I.1: DAE 1: 32-33

Fauvelle, 2001: 103-105.

Hirsch
Stud.: Monneret 1938: 49-52;
Fauvelle 2001: 71-91; Wion

Hirsch-

19: 162—163.

Fol. 10-10v: A list of kings who will come

at the end of the world according to the
(().'z"."rc'.’.L'{'i.-'f:;_x i
[ncipit: A@vRhd: AT Imn::
['ti|.|'n'
be;

the caliphs of

v—11v: Chronology of the rulers of Islam,

ning with Muhammed and followed by

e Ummayad, Abbasid, Fatimid
and Ayyubi dynasties, until Al-Adil Sayf al

Din (beg. 13" century)

zbaut 1913 a
ot Mus

L see Witakowski

314-346; Kropp 2



[ncipit: Pek: Pob: OA: HavGov: A450A%:

Chronographic and numbered

Alexandria. A first

‘chs ot
saint Mark tll Yohannes (John

second one, with a

, g0es unt patriarch,

“Gabr’él zdi-Halo Ye'ezé” (1590-1610).
[ncipit: Harhd: HWS: A9°0v: AKNEY A0

R0t HAhN:  AORTICCEL:

List of li'-\' '/..'ll‘_"lu'._' |'\i'-‘.l‘_-“x \il:L.'\I .l.\'lli.'ili.'

XU AP AL AsAald: avye 4 Ald-hdn:
TCSh: A0N:  NAOA:  avdd: iN: AN
oOqPav: avpg: Hovhk: a0dade: Fmmaor 29
L9 OhE: AANA: AT AkN: vCne:
34€% avhda: AR BhAd-Nh:  avyop e
WA hhedd: [ ] £A: 9h€: 0C: hnie:
nG: APCh: AnG: as: o9mifiroo: FRol:
tNva: Iod: oxduro: 0: 90.f%:

Fol. 13v=14: Inventory of objects belonging to

Aksum and

en for preservation by King

¥

Lebni Dengel to the governors (seyum,

of Timbén, Sahirt, Siliwa, Agame, Abirg:
and .J.L'__..‘:|'L'. A very different version of this list
EMML 50.

vha.:

Hip():

is copied in ms.
T A
go0ip 4

(A TY
AW eIt

[ncipit: A%H:
n7°ed: NN
hddie HhhO-P7:
CRLibAks I11.4.

i'tll., ['

privileze of its [ic

The renewal recalls Zir’da Ya'eqob’s decision of

maki he !"'.'a;_-r Aksum L'\]E.l.]l to the nebu
‘ed, first one heading the Zan segé, the
second the déibtdra. Then, a narrative illustrates

how Sdrsd Dengel fought against Yeshaq, was

anointed king in Aksum and reestablished the
benefices and the autonomy of Aksum Seyon.
This is followed by the Pl'm'|\‘:n\1[ii.ll1 of three

new rules by Sirsi Dengel: the prohibition for

soldiers from the Edda Dégina to spend the

to Aksum: the

in the lands belongi

B
; ¢ ' !
:[1|'1\'f-|<.';;v of the Liga
b

1
|

during banquets; and the protocolar restriction

imposed on the tax collectors about levies on

cattle in Aksun

Jeyon.

[...] h&as: owdor: o
390 ohav: oy
mAL: TR~ ALUN: ML

O§L4.23  Thgqobs 2z HWCO:
$LTAM-C Y 11 AR R

[ncipit: Ahhedkd:
T weo:
amaf: N1
A7 N1
WTINEE

Aksum .'.I]Ll []]L' i.-’-’.'-"l’.-'."."..r' I{'.’l”

M0 ARG Wi Bhd: PR a0
afil: ' Prt: RCATS: AT Aukdeds
hAPRE: ha: ELAP T ONG: oh-NC: oHd°:
Oehl: G974 RP4LAAT7:
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks 1II.6.

E I e ol !_ll'.'

Fol. 15: What different lands must ¢
i L-,'!Ull‘-l'.'li:.'tl in .\-'\*LII'I'I Sevon. \

feasts an

more formal copy of this document 1S written
/ |

and copied 1n the Golden Gospel o

as a
A

ol il]'\‘ dabta

the community

gsum*. It .'Hitl'\ |'|<\‘\‘. mit

must contribute for the roval

commemorations of Dawit, Saytd Ar‘ad, Bi'edd

Maryam and Eskender.
Incipit: A%°1:  L19:
' T T andy s
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks 1.4,

avjpt8: T WPEAY:

ra ‘ed tor the

Fol. 15: Contribution of the neb:

nine big feasts (seven cows for each one). This
document fills a gap left by the previous one

in which it i1s said that “Dibrd Silam betd

‘ed” :‘i‘-.-l"\ ‘\\]":\'llu_'\\'l i[ Wis

il‘wi|\‘.l: e HEUAN: ANL (sic) ¢ he:

Ed., Tr.: CRLibAks L.8

.|.|ll'ruu three last documents are clearly putting a

the neburi ‘ed and his com

]Hj_[il pressure on

munity of dabtara: they abolish their free-will
contributing to the church A

|

| .

LIC ['Il\\lL_‘\' o1 \ll'\' Liga .'l."L'\:'J'f‘.-'.'.

<sum sevon

and renew

['hen, the compilation is entering the post-
Sarsa Dengel period and goes from Susenvos

time and the flight of the Ark of the Con

[;III \\I']., LWO

enant up to lyo'as (

documents date back to the beginning of the

16 century.

At the time of Fasiladas and the
d Si’ala, in
tion of the new church of Aksum Sevon by

\i]l]i[. ‘llh.'-ll' '._.f.]'l.'.-'

Fol. 15-15v:

queen mother Wa 1655, inaugura-

iter’, a dubious charactes

\‘.]Ifl 15 not I:I\_'Iliilll'lcuI :-|7. a1y t\[]n-!' source.

The document focuses mainly on the glory

of Wild Si’ala and gives her all the credit

for the rebuilding of the church. It fits with
1 document preserved in Qoma Fasilidas, the

church founded by Wild Sd’ala, that testifies

ntroduced in Ethiopia

1ITury
v CRLibAks
hete rogencous doct




that the queen gave 244 gold w 300
cows upon which taxes could by

Aksum for its reconstruction.

Incipit: NhNekd: [.] 1Ahme: Hhd: w§hroo:

N3 Oh -Grov: 2480 TR AL
L9t ohL: POPN: 0AL: Bhhd: oAL:
h-NCYP>:  AdK:  NAY°: oARovs F9/4
Y- LT E ncht: AL G

2CrHT: hedhd:
AU & Pl
Ed., Tr.: CRLibAks TII.9.
St.: Wion 2012: 131.

atcyd:  9°9nc: =808

Fol. 15v=16: Renewal of the laws ), the
rules (serat), the gult and the neburi ‘ed’s
position by King Iyasu I in 1687, after their

abrogation by Susenyos in 1615. This document
was written a few months before the -aborted
trip to Aksum planned by

the king in order

Lo receive [|'I-._' -.1['Il'ri!"'lﬂ]i_'ll|. [.]-'!

As alreadv

Iy

noticed by Conti Rossini, it was most probab
: : i
in order to gain the good grace of the clergy

that the

- sent these document prior to
his arrival®. l\‘il‘fil];_’\l_'l.\ enough, this document
L;.-“L"‘\ not seem to 1=1|u_' Into \'ullwid'\'r:‘.li:_\n the
fact that the church was rebuild in 1655 and
li‘lL'|'l‘1|.()!'L' 1‘!',\1[ iL\ I.l\'-. S \lll}l||lé |1.1\L" Jli}'{.".itl\ ]'H_'L'."I
renewed at least once since Susenyos reign. We
can see here the political changes initiated by
[yasu against the choices of his predecessors,
}'l'\llt‘.'lw .'.‘.':L:i YE!h.’lI]I’IL‘\.

[he ceremony of the anointment of the

Aksum 15 ca

Ethiopian kings at

o fee

neood
led aegea

. aw of the kingdom”, “of the govern
ment”) in the Chronicle of Iyasu 1 (1682-1706),
because Aksum is the tabernacle of
the Arl

(begg) is issued. From the 15

il

Sevon,

of the Covenant, from which the law

century up to
the end of the 17" century, the assimilation
between the divine law and the earthly law
i.‘- ]?i'(\;‘!'t'h.\i\t'}_\ L'I|H\”'l|L'[L'L1 .':Ihl \IL'L'L']".L'L].. |:lIL'

1

rst one legitimating the second one.

LT owLo e
& W S I hE LI
1L oAL: VR hhAG: (L=

Ed., Tr.: CRLibAks 11.63; HuntLd
St.: Toubkis 2005: 446-448.

Stud.: Wion 2016b.

[ncipit: NhNetkt:

mfyano:

“hart 63.

i : . e :
Fol. 16: Renewal of the eult donation to Aksum

X

Seyon by lyasu I, with a list of eight lands to

be restituted. Amongst them, four had been
attributed by gult of Anbisa Wedem, two by
oult of Zir Ya‘eqob and one by Sirsd Dengel’s.
[ncipit: OAhedtd: ] hLh: owCe:
A0 A NAoLe:  RIAH:

Y~
ORIz

1} - po
ARSHUM-Lxpedilion

A AVl
HyCeyes:

Ed., Tr.: CRLibAks 11.6
St.; Toubkis 2005: 44644
Stud.: Wion 2016b.

AT ANMLG: 2% AN

HuntLdChart 64.

Fol. 16-16v: Chronographical list of periods of
iods marked

the Old Testament followed by per

by: the birth of wrist; the birth of Ityopya;

Nicea; the

reign of Gibra Misqil, son of Kaléb, king

Diocletian’s reien: the Council of

of ][_\'l\p_\.n I."’,.l\;_"'\.' |\iﬂ;_".‘~. ['hereafter the chro
nological markers are the reigns of Yekunno
Amlak, Siyfi Ar‘ad, Yeshaq, Zi

.".ﬂl_i I '\l\L‘I]Ll\_‘.".

A Ya'eqob

[]"L-.]l‘“i MEA9°C: Gavd4: GA9°: K9 R BI°:
nin: ALE: T

LT

I".\]_ 16v—17

eo( 'rl'].("\ of C

Ma’etir

oy (namelv “monks”, “priests”,

gdza tor tour cat

I

5 » : (5 » L "
aage ™ and “tafanot”). This document

s

displays a share of lands to which access 1s
granted on a genealogical basis®. It was most

established at the time of

pr bably Lebna
Dengel (1508—1540) since one can recognise
in this document some dignitaries in charge

L:;Lll'ill:; his reign.
[ncipit: “YomF4:  M:  ahinehe
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks I.10.

Fol. 17v:

Covenant during Susenyos’

Story of the exile of the Ark of

IL‘E-I:;H: it was moved

. ; . : By
to Degsa, in Bur, under the custody of the

Daqq Degna during twelve years, and then
was returned to Aksum during the first year
of Fasilidis reign.
[ncipit: ¥Rme:  +HRL:  1IC:
A O 0P ARG
necote . fodbaoy: hd: Nl
Uids  ATILANMC:
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks II1.8 (short version).

TR ORS:
90,85 AdA:
hreRe:

Fol. 17v—18: Inventory of the treasure [of Aksum

Sevon]. As this document 1s following the one

exposing the return of the Ark of the Covenant

1018 and Leslau 1991: 76 have ‘tha

incense burner.,



le that it describes the

to Aksum, it is

freasure ol

h at the beginning of
1 1
as. Amongst the numerous ob-

rergn of Fa
il - - iy : L.
JECLS enumerated here, some were once given by

). dome

in documents issued

1 I ’ |
itaries, mostly a and ¢

TazZm

01 thnen aAre mentione

i"- l L'l-‘

and Fasilidis?. Th

Dengel*, Sirsi Dengel®”, Susenyos’

se objects were still, in the

ot the 17¢

first half century, linked with the

17‘.L.I'I1'.1I'_\ l.‘-': [|'I\_'.II' L{.I.IHHI.‘-.

[ncipit: F&d:  Adde i Mo b
00 ATHLANMCG: A

Ed., Tr.: CRLibAks L9.

N 4:

Fol. 18—18v: List of the donations (mdaba’e) from

the Na'edér and Dagena lands to the church
[of Aksum Seyon].

ks

LA
[r.. CRLibAks 1.7.

apih: HShLC: ADAE:

Fol. 18v: The same lands as the aforementioned

had to contribute to the Zan segé, the “Roses

of the King”. They were clerics instituted to

the Service of the Hours (the Sd’atat instituted
]'\\ /'lu \[..‘(\L'l]lll'\ .':Ilil 101 1
i]L' FaAVE (|1(_' |.".'|'IL1 c\i. .\J.l‘L.‘&lL'E"J.

o

1e sake of which

[ncipit: 2C%+: W Fb: Ll T R
AdAL: AT HYhEC:
I, 1t CRLEibAks 111

s M s | 1
Ed (text slightly

Llii.f.ul'u'ili].

Fol. 18v: Sending of seven groups of Z

monks in seven religious institutions around

Aksum and the amount of cereals, cotton,
cows that should be prm'i\lmi to them during
the feasts, according to the rule defined by

/.I a \.1‘;'\](11.\.

HeCo: hRhe
a0y

[ncipit: €%+ W K
HCheodn: T: hendit: ani:
Ed., Tr.. CRLibAks 1.22.

Here finishes the Chronicle of Aksum as su

The last documents regulate the contribution

of the Zan segé, just like the previous section
was finishing with the contribution of the
;u‘;:uu':|r|:;.-'\'\:;1|p|u1‘.!v||:.a|_\ body of the didbtara.
movement: the

Fourth Ethiopian Christian

]_ii\ll Iy

The next documents are part of the corpus
known as the Short or Abrideed Chronicles.
]ll&' critical L‘(_l'l]'.\".'. ol ‘:lllﬁ VErsion remains

Lo l‘.i' -.l[]l'll'1 l'\lJl NUMmerous I'L'.lL“i'l:,;.‘\ are close

to the manuscript copied by Kifli Giyorgis

Akrur®™, Only one pas

mncorporated by Conti Rossini n

reign and the creation of Gondar

Fol. 19-20: (_JL":L.“lllr:,.',\ from Adam ull Selo

mon, then from Ebni Hakim followed by the

Aksumite kings until Sargway. It is

list according to Conti Rossini (1909:

Beginning with Yekunno Amlak’s rei
genealogy includes \l-l|l_'i‘.""\':,.'\‘:\.. data and men

tions Saint Takla Havmanot

G ALfov: AhNar: KhG9°:

AL

Al

Fol.20-23v: In continuity of the previous list,

-.|I-L' Lext I 1IN a more narratve style with

the

ir'd Ya'eqob, Bd'edd Maryam,

Eskender, Lebnd Dengel including the mds

.:-.‘-\].1'\\.\|-._"\\.:1-~\ reign l'-|| I!]-.' daea :

gavil: @
+dind:
1Y CLh:

eodn:  ol:
a0l Yy
III,!-('\/N)‘: )“i:

[ncipit: HCh:
il H

na%d:
°ni:

Yepu;
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heCre:

Fol. 23v—24v: On the roval camps of King
Na'od (1494-1508) and the itin
Dengel’s court (with the same a
CRLibAks I11.3); information about Gilawdé
wos’ reign, his policy toward Europeans and

1nst Nur.
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Ghme:  ddhoo
- av-::

[ncipit: @hg°H: aF A
GPEN

Fd.. "I

a0 @ o g

Fol. 24v-25v: History of Minas and Sirsi

1 'L‘I'lj i

in line with the pattern established in

the Short f_';'J:J'rJ,:..‘..'.j ,"ll-_'_\,




[ncipit: @Yy 1e: Y/ A&T0: (1L hI°H:
s 08 Ganid: hl: P4 N
Fol. 25v: Briet \|'||"|r|u;|'\1|[1]'|i-;.1| information

about the reigns of Ya‘eqob and Zi-Dengel.

Text: myqw: oA g: €odn: ond: N3N

Ar: aoph: A1 oy i Gavds
oNZ: Gavi: wGCP: KA Uk ORI P
AT HETTIN: 09md: ayeprgr B

OGPP: QTR LOFN: OKYIP: gav:
e Gav:

Fol. 25v—=26: History of Susenvos.

[ncipit: @y 2am: (18 OAL: o
AAR: A8 AICLAl: ywr b Gavi:
mhlav: o

Fol.26-26v: History of Fasilidis up to his

fourth year of reign (1636-1637

nehd:
‘19 s

[ncipit: @& 4kp: G790
LG TP A9
nd: Gt 0 AN

4.0.0L0:
N1L:  h9°NH:
anlav: L4 N:

Fol. 26v: List of the 12 houses of Israel who
came 1n l'l|1inpia with Menelik and from
which are descended the dignitaries serving

at [l]L' I'll_\'\ll court.

Text: W¥k: #2071 @hfar:  pALdd:
aNdha: °0As “UraR: YrRPoos R0
Cd: Ad: aony: A0k AL R

Hhé: W04 AP: bh: AR: AN
LG Vr: AN 0NN W RDA:
AN BARC: ANCTE: AN D2 WE:

hNdZd: AN har aat: TN AN

NYEeP°: PP AN AMCE N
Wiak: h9Pnt: 8 ks hBR: RPN
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e EFNua:

Fe \.i. 26v-27:

Adam until Iyo’as (1755-1769).

Chronographic list of kings from

Inci O Hriodt: A°h8I%: hnh:

ALt T

CONCLUSION

The photographs of the DAE taken in 1906
\ll{]'-.\ LWO L'l'II]'l]"il"H]'\'I]l.1!'.‘. -]hpk"\-].h l‘i- ].!1\. W [|:
ten history of Aksum. The Golden i’_',.'r;_\'l,hl-.-"_\,
luxurious manuscripts keeping the archives of
the church together with the sacred text and
linked with the memories —true or reconstructed
— of their donors, are carried in front of the
religious procession, showing the power of

the Gospel, of course, but also recalling the

ARSHIT

cxpeaition

P]L‘."ii;_"‘]lﬂll‘\ history and ]\H]i’.ii\!| ',N'IHi'.ﬂHl of
the church. Indeed, at least one of the two

Golden Gospels of Aksum is a cartulary of
the royal charters promulgated in favour of

Alksum.

the northern religious institutions, vi:

Aksum has been, at least until Fasiladis, a

privileged political center who acted as an

intermediary between northern institutions

<'l|1'\| E]H_' |'\‘\..4\l! court. ll‘.l_' gOVErnors, ‘i‘-u"llli_'\_'.‘\

and kings of the 19" century have followed

the same administrative pu||'u\', with more or

less SUccess. \X'Ill.'llt'\ er was ]!:‘-L |illll‘.\'lL'l.i“\' that
B

the different persons attending the ceremonies

in Aksum had of this ]\L'L'l}]i.'—.r sym yolic and
|w|§1iu.1: dimension of the Golden Gospe Is, the
manuscripts still bear the written charters that
used to express the power of Aksum in regard

to the roy al court and to the northern regilons.

Thereafter, a compilation narrates the glory
of Aksum. We can call it Chronicle of Aksum,
but Glory of Aksum would also be an appropri-
ate name. If many copies are known, the one

photographed by v. Lipke has the advantag

that it can be dated (a.g. 1906) and locali

(Aksum Seyon). It is copied after a Kebri

the other known copies of this compilation.

(Glory of Kings), as well as most of

.’\ll\{.\ 45 We ]'l.l\'i' ScCn |]i.']'L". '.||'\' |-|'|_‘\'] L]('L“L]'
ments of the Chronicle of {ksum are (“‘:'L'L'E|_\
|i1]]i('tl \\ilh l'hL' ?]'l.\'fllilli]:;_".\' l‘! S{‘ll'l]]\)l] \Hl{lt
his son Ebn El-Hakim, with the coming of
the Ark of the Covenant to Ethiopia and with
the coronation and anointment of the king of
Israél in Ethiopia.

This compilation is made of heterogeneous
texts, with no clear chronological order, and
the heterogeneity of the information produces
contradictions. \-Ulh'!ha'l'\"\\, E|1i.\ ||1[1}; s¢quence
of documents is the result of choices and shall
be understood as a single — or at least a cu-
mulative — historiographical project.
5:\1‘.1u sequences can ln- (1L"L‘ip]'|t'|'L'L14 |1':ul—

to an understanding of the narrative

intent that links those documents. The first
movement (fol. 1-5v) focuses on the consecra
tion and anointment of the kings in Aksum,

which finds its legitimacy in the narrative

of the Kebri st, when King Solomon

anoints his son Ebn El-Hakim in Jerusalem

and transfers to him the kingship over Israel.

h this biblical fliation, vari-

Going along wi
ous lists of kings connect the Ethiopian kings

to their biblical background and establish a

periodisation of the Ethiopian past: from the
Bible to the Aksumite kingdom, then to the

Zagwé period followed by the restoration of
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nce (fol. 5v—8) deals with land
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ure of the church, shows that it has

the obvious remnants
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other

place in Ethiog
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a time when Aksum was

1€ witnesses ol

a city of victorious kings. Nevertheless, this

'--.".'UI‘-\l section 1s .]ln-_'J ragmatic .?.!'lli cxplains

I

]

how the gui of Aksum have to contribute

xes, roval commemorations and religious
Ieasts.
A third (fol. 8-15)

istory and is clearly attributed to King Sarsi

movement returns to

_ [t is composed of lists of kings
Christian as well as Muslims — and patriarchs,

.‘;d er

and inserts the history of Aksum in a brc

mework. The opening of Ethiopian histori-

“Universal Histo — translated

e\:ﬁ']'@]_\?:\' to

from Arabic — as well as the confrontation

of the Ethiopian Christian kingdoms to the

1 5 x 7 : i
CHtoman .'!||Li Lthe ;'lll'll}u'.l!l \‘.:Hll‘;\ dauring tne

up of Ethiopian

16" century mark the u]nni-

1t

have contributed to this new way of writing

istoriography to the wider world and mig

and formalising story. The compilation as

and official way of writing

the conventiona
] seems to have .1;‘||_\;-(!1'm| during Sarsa

‘le would be the

s time, for his chro

nrst one to i"!L'{'||-E‘§'|-|':|'.', .'.I]\l €ven to create, the

tory of his Z‘l'l_‘ii\'\'k'\‘wur'w “ The main document
of the third movement of this compilation is

[l]\_' renew .]l Ol []It.‘ |.1'\\.\ (Peg “1?

. Aksum and
of its protocolar rules, promulgated by Sirsa
Deng |

the po

3 whose 1 reference \1|'-\;‘\‘-'\ remain

icy of King Zar’a Ya'eqob.

nt (fol. 15v—18v) mentions

A fourth moven

the ht of the Ark of the Covenant from

Aksum during the Roman catholic reign of

Susenvos (ca. 1615), the |'L-|'\L:i|u_{in; of the church

ing Fasilidds’ reign (1655) and the renewal

Kropp 1988

King Iyasu (1687) betore his fai
be anointed in Aksum.

a version of th

I II'\“H:,_" the compil:

!H'\'-': .|'.il;.i'l'i.

goes until the 4™ year
|

of Gon

.\,glwir,‘;! 0l

the build:

||1\_ monar

of I.:‘L_' I
end of the Aksumite history.

Aksum is the main character of

Eventuall

this compilation. The historiograph

Aksum at tl

behind it is to place

a “national history”
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