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From Monuments to Landscape:
Archaeology at Aksum, 1905/1906—2005

[INTRODUCTION

Aksum was the capital city of one of the
earliest kingdoms in Africa to the south of

the Sa

southern Red Sea region in the 1

1ara. This kingdom dominated the
millennium
A.D., and had a very important role in the

;'lL'-\'L'||r]_‘zm-|1r. of

li’lL' U-\".LlL \.‘iI'L"_iil |-‘L']\\'L'i_'|‘. |'|1L'
Mediterranean Sea and Indian Qcean, as fa
as the Indian subconunent, in Roman and
Byzantine times. Actually, in Late Antiquity

the kingdom of Aksum was included into a

-1 L ek SR T A = o
network of commercial and cultural COnNtacts

stretching from the eastern Mediterranean region

and Nubia

the peak of its power in the 3%

to southern Arabia, and India. At
century A.D.

Aksum was regarded by Mani as one of the

Wi \|']\i,

four most powerful kingdoms in tl
together with Persia, Rome, and central Asia
(Monneret de Villard 1948).

Despite the relevant commercial and political

1'\'?];' t‘l. 'I:h.L' |\ii‘.“L

scarcely documented by contemporary textual

om, the history ot Aksum is

and epigraphic sources, including local 1NSCIrip-
tions. These sources record the existence of a

A.D., the

inclusion of Yemen into the area of Aksumite

city at Aksum in the mid-1* century
olitieal e sibl by
political influence (and possibly dominion) in
raids to the Nile Valley in the

1NLre Mll‘.L’ tion

the 3« century,

late 3"—early 4™ centuries, the

of l....]‘ll'.]"-'lf-JI]il_\ as a state religion in the mid

century, the re-occupation of Yemen in the
6™ century, and the decline of the !&{-‘!gdnm
with the abandonment of the capital city in

the 8%"—9™ centuries!. For long time coins

L|.\1-'.i|'|_u to the late 3"¥—mid-7"" centuries A.D.

1 . e
WeEre the main L"\'Iiik‘:’h'\_ to outhne the u'!‘-'""

!'.u|n.r‘_:!L.l; sequence of the Aksumite Kings and

major changes in Lin:whip ideology’

y 20" century

Beginning in the e:

ology

provided more and more sig

evidence for reconstructing the formation,
consolidation and decline of the Aksumite state
and outlining the \|L"\\.'|"P:"|1L'|'I] of the ancient
capital city?, although her crucial contribution
to i'lhin|‘5\l|1 studies has been recoenized only
in the last three decades®. At present, however,
] .

also the picture emerg from archaeological

investigation is still fragmentary, as most of

do

this research focused on Aksum in northern

Tigray®, and three other Aksumite cities
Matara, Qohaito and Adulis — in Eritrea (see
Antray 1974; Wen

The Deutsche Aksum Expedi

1002

1¥ UML),

0n |t'\| |‘\ |'IIII{'I

Littmann 1n 1906 was a corner stone 1n Aksu
mite archaeology. This expedition exhaustively
recorded the ancient remains at many sites in
Tigray and Eritrea, and laid the foundations of
historical archaeology in the northern Horn of
Africa.

caretully investigated the site of the ancient

In particular, the German expedition

wipital city at Aksum, conducting some exca-

witions and describing all ancient monuments,

.\‘\|||L.|] WEre \'\']‘lL' on |!It' surface 1n th

1€ area

of the traditional town (Littmann et al. 1913:
see also ]’l'li!-.-l|.“\lll1 1997).
13

Subsequent archaeological investigation in the

e evidence

region of Aksum greatly expanded

DAE collected, and provided a more detailed

reconstruction of the origin and development

See Lot 2 Munr Hav 199

1992

Mun o Mun juel T 995;
‘adror q997

I | 17




of the city and the Aksumite kingdom, with

d Pl'l".-_'_l'\_"\'\i\L' L'h.". 1€ from iit'\L;‘iPI‘[\\_' .".”Ll
classificatory approach to a multidisciplinary
one aimed at outlining the cultural and envi-
ronmental history of the kingdom®.

[n this paper the major steps in

L.‘}“:-.'lL't‘]\"‘_'\;L.‘.‘-.l I.l""l.'\.i]L.l.I at .'\l\."\-_i m \i"

g S
one hundred years, and the pres

art about the orig

1 t
\-i|]\_| .il.'\'\'un_wn‘.L I

will be ou

ancient city

In medieval times, from the 8" to 16" centuries,

1 -
textual sources are silent about Aksum, reflec-

the substantial isolation of the northern

(8]
hi
(_.tI]‘il.._' Csl'l\] ]\.i.'llﬂi;’ sources Ti.'k"lrl:; Ell\' L'\i\[i.‘['i\_'c
of a i _.;Ju:n in the
Conti Rossini 1928: 281-333; Munro-Hay 1997).

Only Ethiopian source

lands in Ethiopia and Eritrea, although

on (see

Christian |

prov ::LiL' us \.\‘;IE‘: some

information about the history of the city in the
late 1 millennia A.D. Accord

to these sources Aksum was the residence of a

to early

15 | ] 1 } I aoy e ~ 1Y

kinglet and sutterea from destruction because
. : : : -

of ar least two invasions by southern people

in the 10%-11" centuries’.

Contacts with

Opeé WwWere resi
I

the late 14" century and culminated w the

ival of a Portuguese delegation to Ethiopia

in 1520 and Jesuit missionaries in the

and early 17" centuries (Contu Rossii
9-14). As

the Christian ki

\HIl\L't]l:L'J](L' ot the reopening ol

rers Aksum

(.ll‘l]'l Lo fore

: . 1 1] ey . - 2 -
was again visited by ||’.1\i_'I|L'I\. wno |l'._'11 50Mmece

\".Ih'i;'nl monuments ,1|'|Li.

descriptions ot ‘:l]'-_'

suggested some interpretations of the origins

of the Aksumite civilization (see Fattovich
1992: 5-9).

The earliest description was by Francisco

Alvarez, who 'i‘.Lll'\}i\|‘u_'d in 1540 a detailed report

of his visit to Ethiopia from 1520 to 1526 as a

ion®. In this

chaplain of the Portuguese

report Alvarez carefully described the ancient

1 of Maryam Tsion, which
Muslim

recorded other monuments, such

as thrones, stelae and the hypog

Aksumite chu

was \.l'.“‘-‘\l'L\\'.'Li a few years |.‘:[1'I' by

invaders’, l

-’.l.‘|11|ﬁx of

Kaleb and Gabra \i.l\.\|.1!.. In g'\.‘-.l'ricuhr Alva-

rez noticed 1|Il_' occurrence of thrones with

e Mai Hejja (see Monneret

de Villard 1938a: 14).

inscriptions alc

[n the late 16" to mid-17"" centuries the

Jesuit missionaries Almeida, Mendez, and Paez

(eschi

recorded the ruins of the church of Maryam
Tsion, the monumental stelae and the hypo-

L]i {1.‘:"!'-1

gean tombs of Kaleb a _'\1.m_5.1| (see
Monneret de Villard 1938a). At the end of the

17" century ( :l].] ."lL"\ [ li\'\% l_iL"‘-L 1'”\'\1

.';|1 a4 Verv cursory way lhc monumental \lti.lu\
1 1

and remarked that doors were carved at the

base of some of them (see also Monneret de

Villard 1938a: 78-79).

the Scottish trav

In 1 I].\:!TIL'\ Bruce
was in Aksum and described the monumental
I Mai Hepna (Bruce 1791,

hewn stelae along

In the 19

German and French scholars. These

century Aksum was visited by

rs provided the hrst archaeological

of the town and more detailed descrip

-'-.ts\iL'l'|

tions of visible monuments (see F

1992: 11-21)

Henry Salt wvisited Aksum in 1805 and

1809, }“-['H\idil‘.;': a Very accurate \.iL’\L]‘ZP[]‘i‘H ol
1
1

hurch of _\]\‘-.1'_\ am

the stelae, thrones and the ¢

Tsion, together with the first archaeological

map of the town. In |".‘I.‘.'[1.(L||C‘.I" according to

Salt t

1 monumental hewn stelae were carved

Salt

by Greek workers coming from E;

\‘.]\.l' 1LL'\'1\1L‘L'.- some !I]‘\\'I'I‘P‘.IU‘:E‘- '.i]L'l_

one of Ezana, he correctly dated

century A.D. (ca.

I ot the 4

and suggested an African origin of

the ancient Aksumites (Lord Valentia 1809;
It 1814: 404—418).

Eduard !{u"ppd: was in Ethiopia in 1830
to 1834. He

'..’i'-.L'IEl\lll'I]‘ at

. 3
x'lL'\\.'I":hL'\i the €nts L‘l!N_l.

mont
Aksum, and provided the
first illustration of Aksumite coins (Rippell
1838—1840).

Theophile

Letébvre ux]‘fc-:'rd Ethiopia 1n

1839 to 1843. At Aksum the French scholar

f of a lion (or lioness)

\_“.\\_’l"\'k'!';'ll: ‘.iIL.' I
L-_H\L'Li o1 'llli_' ||IJ| ol f.;ul\l_"\_il'.h ca. .:\lxln o

the west of the town. Lefébvre was the first




main types of

raveller to distinguish thre

stelae: hewn monoliths, monoliths with 2
rounded top, and rough monoliths. According
to this scholar, the Aksumite culture was lar
gely affected by a Greek influence due to the
occurrence of Greek and ]_":_\'Lll'llillc' settlements
in northern Ethiopia. He also suggested that

some monuments at Aksum showed evidence

(\1. a ]’U'IL:H].liL illjl uence l.i L'iL'lW\['&_' 1845 -1854,
[11: 428-437).

['i|1.1||_\'. in 1890 the ancient monuments at

ksum were carefully described by Theo-

dore Bent. The British explorer ascribed the

Aksumite civilization to South

Arabian colonists who mixed with the local
p:-nph' and were affected by a Greek influence
1893).

With Bent the exploratory phase in Aksumite

(Bent

.l?'\.'!LlL'tlli\:_"_\ wWas (_'U”\.']Lll'{(.'ii.. Ill\_ main ."L"'CL]|[

of these early explorations was the identifi-

cation of the ancient Aksumite civilization,

with a description of the major monuments

e thrones, stelae and

at Aksum, such as t

hypogean tombs.

Tre DAE anND THE “So

(1900s-1920s)

lgation  at

o R A
was first conducted in the early 20

An extensive archaeological

Aksum

century by the DeutscheAksum-Expedition
(DAE), under the direction of Enno Littmann
with the assistance of Daniel Krencker and

Theodor von Liipke. The aim of the expedition

was to collect ethnographic, archaeologica

L'Pi_:fi'.‘-]‘lll-\' '\.'\'iLfl-;'ﬂL‘L' 1‘('II' d l‘L'T[i.']' |\||(\\\';l'Li_‘_"'l: Ol

Ethiopian culture. The main results were a

caretul study of anc and traditional archi

tecture in Eritrea and

[

von lLI}"iit'. I'L‘H‘iH'L'li\L'l\, _'lI]'\l a VEery i[ﬂ]_‘ill'[."\"-(

igray by Krencker and

collection of Sabaean, Greek and [!|1ii'u|1él'
(Ge'ez) 1inscriptions, which were studied by
[, 1913).

excavations at

Littmann (Littmann e
The DAE

different sites and mapped the most impressive

conducted test

monuments in the town of Aksum, recording
artefacts and inscriptions and providing the
first description of Aksumite pottery. The
impressive investigation and publication by
the DAE represented the groundwork for all
subsequent archaeology conducted at Aksum
(Littmann et al. 1913 II, IV; Phillipson 1997).

The major contribution of the expedition
Lo \'||L'|'|\\.L'l’i.l"_:\ was an exhaustive Lll_'\l.':'-il.-‘“.(“li

ot Aksumite architecture, which is especially

important now since a number of monuments
i‘- t.'iI[E!L'I' no |l||1;_lll \‘.'.'ll |"|L"\\_“\i.'Li‘ ar |I.‘;\L‘
disappeared during the past one hundred years
as the modern town of Aksum expanded. In
particular, the German expedition carefully

Investi

gated a palace at Ta’akha Maryam in the
southwestern sector of the town, the northern
stelae field, including the present Stelae Park,

122
:15[“]'_'\ [!EL' \]I \iLIH illa' |1\|\u:_;q\'-\|'| [|||11|w\ ot
and Gabra Mas

[‘I‘:L' (.r'\ll_fll ‘~'.L'|.IL' |I\|l‘I .12‘.Li 1IT'I;' \l\-x.’,”:_'d .|.\‘ET'IE‘

cal to the north of Aksum,

Kaleb

of Menelik to the west of the town, as well

}

as the monastery of Abba Pantaleon to the

cast o1 |i'L' town, ‘.‘.]]L".'{' '.|1'\"\ :'L'u_'\“.'\i\_'kl sOome
evidence of a pre-Aksumite building (Littmann
et al. 1913 11; ]'ili‘i|ip~.n|1 1997).

On the collected evidence, the German

L'lL'I]‘.L‘:'I'z\

scholars were able to identify the ma

ksumite architecture: stepped podium and

indented plan of the buildings, and the so-

called monkey’s head construction technique.
Five types of monuments were distinguished:
palaces, churches with a basilica plan, tombs,
stelae, ._'||1L| thrones. The \.[L'I.u_' i‘ﬂL'lULiL'd I'UI.I;_-"|'|
monoliths, partially shaped monoliths, round

l'uppud stelae with a smooth surface, and hewn

1 1 11 -
'*“L'|\‘;C symbolically represennng a ‘!‘-\||\1\ €.
In parvcular, Krencker suggested a re-

construction of the Aksumite elite palaces,

until now.

* 1 1 |
which has been largely acceptec

According to this reconstruction, the palaces

had an indented plan with four towers at the

corners, and three or more floors sustained by
a ~.[u|\[1ui podium,. This reconstruction, however.

is speculative, although the si elements are

consistent with the archaeological evidence we

have (Littmann etal. 1913 II:

r, 245),
N he Georms holars correctly identifed the
['he German scholars correctly identified the

Aksumite stelae with |'1||1c11‘;"_\ monuments and

‘\"J:.;;LL‘\T.L\! [l]-.][ these monuments were a

onal megalitihic development of the memorial

monuments (nephesh) widely diffused among
the Semitic populations, from Syria to Yemen,
since the 1" millennium B.C. (Littmann et al.
1913 II: 1-2, 28-30). Moreover, ;'-.\'l'nrs“n; to
Krencker the hewn stelae represented storied
lmiédin;.\ similar to the traditional “skyscra-
pers” 1n northern Yemen (Littmann et al. 1913
[1: 28-30).

The DAE interpretation of the Aksumite
culture was largely affected by the hypothesis
of a South Arabian origin of Aksum, that

dominated Ethiopian Studies from the late

19" to the mid-20" centuries (see Drewes

1962: 1-4). This hypothesis was based on the

|"L'1 Ween ancient

istic link

putable lingu




Ethiopic (Ge'ez), recorded since Aksumite times,
and South Arabic'.

Three scholars mainly contributed to es
tablishing these assumptions: Job Ludolf in the
late 17 century, Eduard Glaser in the late 19"
century, and Carlo Conti Rossini in the early
20" century

Conti Rossini, in particular, suggested that a
few South Arabian tribes, including the Haba-

shat, migrated to Africa in late prehistoric times

and subjugated the local people, establishing the
earliest hierarchical societies on the plateau. These
Afro-Arabi

Kingdom of Saba as a consequence of a Sabaean

E']'il_u:n‘ were |.=.1L'1 i]]L']llLlL‘Li nto the

ray in the mid-1*

colonization of Eritrea and ’

millennium B.C. Eventually, after the Sabaean

kingdom declined in the 43" centuries B.C.,

the Habashat maintained an independent state

on the plateau and originated the “Kingdom

of Aksum” in the early 1* millennium A.D.
(Conti Rossini 1928).

Conti Rossini’s reconstruction was later mo-
dified by E.Cerulli (1960), who suggested that
the single South Arabian tribes established petty
kingdoms, which were progressively dominated

by the Habashat.

Tue Iratian OccuratioN (1936-1941)
No investigation was conducted at Aksum in
the 1910s and 1920s, and archaeology received a
new stimulus only in the late 1930s, immediately
after the Iralian occupation of Ethiopia.

In 1937, Ugo Monneret de Villard (1938)
updated the topographic information collected

by the DAE, and conducted test excavations in

. area of Aksum’s ancient town. Monneret de
Villa I'd .1Ii.\l!{HHLI.'i’.L"lL"Ll the first 2E0- C-.I'L']'I.‘lL'\\|i‘:_[i\'.l]
investigation in the town, and distinguished
two major periods of soil accumulation, most
E.i]\t_'l\ L']LIL‘ o ;I]ll..'!";"i_' ‘w'l“:l L‘E"1Hillll [:\ll’IIUL'I'L'[ Lllt_'

Villard 1938a: 7-8). The earlier one pre-dated

huge carved stelae along

ater one ]"IHl-t!..'l'n_cl_l the

the erection of

the Mai HL]l'l

decline of the ancient settlement in th

1*— early 2™ millennia A.D. The Italian scholar

also suggested that the accumulation of soil in
the last centuries modified the landscape at
the edee of the Aksumite plain. He remarked
that there was no significant accumulation of
soil in the area of the cemetery along the
Mai H\ since the \"Lc|.‘n' WeErc erected 1n the
earlv 17 millennium A.D. On the contrary,
over 4 m of sediment covered the palaces in

the southwestern sector of Aksum, suggesting

that the ancient town was built on a steeper
slope than the present one.
In 1939 Salvatore M. Puglisi (1941,

directed the first Italian Archaeolo

1946)

cal Expe-

dition at Aksum. The long term aim of the
expedition was to open the whole archaeological

area in order to emphasize the richness of the

archaeological heritage in the new colony, but
].IL|L' [‘1'l'liL‘L’? |].].\.i o 1.‘L' \Lf.\DCl'iLi;_'Li hi_‘L'-'liihL' ol ]lll_'

break out of World War II. Sa

excavated a residential “palace” in the area of

vatore Puglisi

Addi Kilte. to the west of the modern town,

and carried out preliminary archacological

survey in the Aksum region. At Addi Kilte
Puglisi conducted the first stratigraphic excava-
tion in Aksumite archacology and distinguished
two main phases of occupation, dating to
pre-Christian and Christian times respectively.
Puglisi (1941: 149-151) also found evidence of
other buildings in some test excavations in
the same area.

A relevant contribution of Puglisi was

the identification of a lithic industry with

big blades and Levalloisian-like flakes in the
surroundings of Aksum, suggesting that the
region was already inhabited in prehistoric
times. The Italian scholar was also the first
one to record and to describe a peculiar type
of Aksumite scrapers, the so-called Gudit scra-

pers (see 1’-|1i||.'1p~;|_m 1977), and to demonstrate

the survival of a late prehistoric technological
I in Aksumi

Test excavations by Puglist in the area of the
/ o

ite times.

market. moreover, revealed a sterile sediment,
3m o 4m l[liL‘E\. L'U\'L']'il]; ll"-.L’ ;111’!%&(0]\F;LQL'J\I
(Puglisi 1941: 105).

that buildings were buried under meters of

remains 1is  confirmed
sediment, without any evidence on the surface'”

During the Italian occupation in 1936-1937
the archaeological area was seriously damaged
when one hewn funerary stele was removed
Rome, and othe

"lﬂd sent to monuments

were destroved to build the road to Semen
and a road along the Mai Hejja (Monneret de

Villard 1938a: 4, 6). The greatest damage to

ulbeaux 1929.

quotes two a

1w and Farhab




Monuments t

the |1L'l'i[.lj_,‘,t' in this pu!'ind .l:"ngl.\]HIl‘ll_\.h was

the removal of the storied stele (DAE 2,

L 1 ; »y [ 1 et :
Obelisk of Rome™) from the Stelae Park. The

stele was lr['i:,-;il1\l||_‘.' |Lac'.'alt'{i. Lo !,|1_g \u;[[h\\'c'-;l |1|'

the so-called Standing Obelisk and lay broken
on the ground. The stele was re-erected in
Rome in the Piazza di Porta Capena, in front

of the former Ministero delle Colonie, where

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations is located today. In 1997 the
[talian Government officially agreed to return
the monument to Ethiopia, in conformity

with 1947 Peace Treaty, and the monolith has

been sent back to Aksum in ."‘\]-‘-l'i| 2005 (see

Fantusati 2004).

Despite 1ts great ideological and emotional
impact, however, this was only an episode
in a process of progressive degrade of the
archaeological heritage at Aksum, which star-
ted in the late 1** millennium A.D., when the
ancient capital city and the surrounding area
were !..'ll':._:L'l'\ LlL"-ii.’I"lL‘il, a8 a consequence of the
southward shift of the kingdom beginning in
century A.D. (Monneret de Villard
1938a: 13; Michels 1990, 1994). According to
local traditions, some monuments were destroyed

in the 10t—11th A.D., when Aksum

may have suffered rupc.ncd destruction, as his-

the 8

centuries

torical sources point to at least two invasions
of region (Monneret de Villard 1938a: 21;
Munro-Hay 1997: 134-138).

Some remains of ancient palaces and/or
-I.\'].nﬂ‘ a8
well as inscriptions and thrones along the Mai

15"~ early 16™

churches to the west of Marvam

5\1&'.‘5']‘“‘5‘ Were \i\i]'iiL' i‘l lih'

centuries, and the church of Maryam Tsion
was well preserved in the early 16% century
(Monneret de Villard 1938a: 14, 21-22, 34).

The town suffered destruction

from new
in the 16" century |HJE|1|_\ from the invasion
of the Gran and the later Oromo invasion.
Maryam Tsion was also heavily damaged by a

Howe-

fire at the time of Lebna Deneel (15:
ver, huge remains of the ancient foundations
have survived up to the present (Monneret de
Villard 1938a: 21-31).

Many ancient buildings were most likely
early 19"

centuries, when the town expanded from

progressively destroyed in the 17"

150-200 houses to about 600 houses, as mis-
stonaries and travellers Wllﬂ \'i.\'i[L‘Ll the town
recorded the same monuments visible today.
Some ruins, however, were still visible several
hundred meters to the west of Stelae Park in
the early 19% (Monneret de Villard
1938a: 14, 41).

cent UT_\

0 Landscape: Arcpaeology at Akswm, 1905/1906 2005 225

‘urther damage occurred in the 19 century,
when inscriptions and thrones originally located
along the Mai Malahsd were removed (and
sometimes probably destroyed) by the local
people (Monneret de Villard 1938a: 34-36). In
the second half of the 19" century the area
of Malake Aksum, from Mai Malahso to Mai
l.(||1
resulting disturbance of the archaeological area
(Monneret de Villard 1938a: 14).

Finally, in the early 20

aha, was occupied by houses with the

century, f|](' mo
dern settlement occupied the entire area of

the traditional town (see Fattovich et

covering the remains of some palaces to the
west of Maryam Tsion, and in the 1910s-1920s
it expanded along the base of Mai Qoho hill
to the east of Mai Hejja. Most likely, in these
years some thrones in the Southern Stele Field
were removed and |m.~;>il1|_\' destroyed (Monneret
\'_il_‘ Villard 1938: 14).

ARCHAEOLOGY
'H ARABIAN

Tur ErmrioriaN  INSTITUTE OF
AND THE CHALLENGE TO THE “SO1

Parapicm”™ (19505 — 1960s)

d 1960s excavations at Aksum

In the 19505 an

bv French scholars for the

were conducted
Ethiopian Institute of Archaeology (now called

the Research and Conserva

the Authority for
ton of the Culwural Heritage, A. R. C. C. H.),

Hlished in 1952.

hich was esta
In 1954 Jean Doresse (1956)

in the so-called Bazen cemetery at the base

excavated tombs

s\il Mai l\)t‘rlh.] ]1I|. .i.".LE '-!.H'lc'll [O ir]\L'\li;_'_\'llk'
he royal cemetery along the Mai Hejja, where
the largest Aksumite stelae are found. Exca-
vations were continued in the royal cemetery
in 1955-1956 by Jean Leclant (1959a) and
in 1957-1958 by Henri de Contenson (1959,
1963b), who extended the excavations in the

royal cemetery along the Mai Hejja and con

ducted excavations near the church of Maryam
Tsion. Excavations near Maryam Tsion were
continued by Francis Antray (1965: 4-5) in
1962. These excavations, though limited in area,
provided stratigraphic sequences covering the
whole history of the ancient city from early
Aksumite to post-Aksumite times.

In the 1960s Francis Anfray excavated an
elite residence at Dungur, to the west of mo-

dern Aksum®. This was the second Aksumite

the final report of this




—
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palace extensively excavated at Aksum so far.
The excavation confirmed that these palaces
were square or rectangular in plan, and con-
sisted of a central building, surrounded by
open courtyards and enclosed by a range of

rooms't, Anfray also recorded the occurrence

of other buildings in the same area.
[n the late 1950s Leclant and de Contenson

investigated the plains surrounding Aksum

where they recorded both Aksumite and pre-
Aksumite sites, such as Quchatei Golo, Hawlu
and Melazo (Anfray 1972: 68-70). This evidence
demonstrated that Aksum was not an isolated

. 3 :
CItY, |'\LH. was part of a TEr urbpan territory
o ’

and was preceded by pre-Aksumite settlements
and ceremonial centres.

In the 1960s large scale excavations were
conducted by Anfray in other two major sites,
\(_'j‘\'{ il": [

(Eritrea). These excavations provided more

erai and Matara in Akele Guzay

detailed evidence about the development of
the ancient Ethiopian state and culture (see
Anfray 1966, 1990).

On the basis of the results of all these

investigations de Contenson (1961a, 1963b) and

later Antray (1964, 1967, 1969) w‘LI;‘,;,{uSiud a new

cultural sequence for the early historical period
' |

in northern Ethiopia and central Eritrea.

Two or three phases of Aksumite cultura

development were dist inguished:

1) Early Aksumite (pre-Christian) phase, ca.
1*—4" centuries A.D.;

2) Middle Aksumite (Christian) phase, ca.
5th/6th_7% centuries A.D.; and possibly

3) Late Aksumite phase, ca. 8"-9" centuries
A.D. An earlier (pre-Aksumite) period,
dating to the 1* millennium B.C., when an
Ethio-Sabaean State arose on the highlands,
was also identified in the archaeological and

epigraphic record.

De Contenson divided the cultural sequence

in northern Ethiopia into three pct'imi\:

1) Proto-Aksumite or Sabaean Period, ca. 5
century B.C. to 1" century A.D.

2) Pre-Christian Aksumite Period, ca. 1% to
4 century A.D.

3) Christian Aksumite Period, ca. mid 4t o
9" century A.D,

Anfray suggested a division into two main

bl

cultural phases:

1) Pre-Aksumite Period, ca. 5" century B.C.

to 1 century A.D., with two phases: a)

FEthio-Sabaean, ca. 5%"—4™ centuries B.C.
3

century B.C. to 1*

b) Intermediate, ca.

century A.D., characterized by the emer

gence of a local culture derived from the

cd I'| Ier one.

2) Aksumite Period, ca. 1"-9" centuries A.D.,
characterized by a new cultural pattern

maintaining some pre-Aksumite features,

vith two phases: a) Aksumite 1, ca. 1"—4¢
centuries A.D., corresponding to the rise
of the kingdom of Aksum. b) Aksumite
2, ca. 6*-8" centuries A.D., corresponding
to the peak of the Aksumite kingdom in

Christian times.

The identification of the Pre-Aksumite Culture

was a major result of the French investigations
in the 1960s". The occurrence of large public
buildings (mainly temples), a sophisticated art,

an L'].]%“H'.'I[L' cratt \‘i_- *CTi.\I]L‘-L‘.'li"\iH-_{ l'_(l.|l.i:'\ C'.J]Li

s, together

ffering tables), and bronze s

with the use of writing and a clearly cut site
hierarchy demonstrated that a very complex

society, most likely at a state scale, arose in

central Eritrea and northern Tigray in the mid-
I* millennium B.C. In turn, the epigraphic
("\']Lil.'!];'(_' L"”]"'il']”L'L{ [hi‘\ pil_'[]_”-L' \L|I§_'|?"_L"|[i|'|;_" il].}l

a kingdom (the Kingdom of Daamat) arose
in northern Ethiopia in the first half of the
I* millennium B.C. A few inscriptions also
suggested that some Sabaeans were living on
the Tigrean Plateau™.

Despite many indisputable similarities of the
Pre-Aksumite Culture to the ]Wk‘—]w].'—.]‘i‘-.ic South

Arabian one in northern Yemen, APPM'U.\[!.\

supporting a Sabaean origin of the former
culture, the occurrence of incongruities in the
archaeological, epigraphic and linguistic evidence
pointed to a local origin of the pre-Aksumite
state. Some scholars, such as A.-]. Drewes,

R.Schneider, F. Anfray and later R, Fattoy 1C

1,
thus rejected the ]1_\'5‘t.\['f‘_u\i\ of a Sabaean co-
lonization as a crucial factor in the process
of state formation in northern Ethiopia and
Eritrea. They suggested that the pre-A ksumite

state originated from an earlier indigenous

Afro-Arab complex society, which was affected

by the South Arabian culture, and the rise of

the Aksumite state and culture represented the

A DL, s |"\‘-:'III:'\ indicated to

“Palace of the Jueen of Sheba”,

wut thi rn fictit name dating to the
19805,
See de Contenson 1981; Anfray 1990; Fattovich
1990

1973, 1976; Marras
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g of local (African) traditions after

-eme

=

he \.ll_‘Lli['\.' ot Da'amat"”

From CULTURE HISTORY TO PROCESSUAL AR-

(1970s 1980s)

In the early 1970s excavations were conducted
at Aksum by British and Italian expeditions,
and an archacological survey was carried out
by an American team in the Aksum-Yeh:
|'L_"_'|i1_'r|1.

In 1973-1974 Neville Chittick directed large-

‘\'L,'.'lll,‘ '\'\L..l\ﬁ[illll.‘i |‘ L|1L' roya

cemetery along
the Mai Hejja, and test excavations were done
in the Gudit stelae field to the west of the
modern town and in other arecas of Aksum
(Chittick 1975; Munro-Hay 1989). As part of

Chittick’s team, Karl Butzer conducted a geo-

archaeological investigation at Aksum (Butzer
1981, 1982), and David Phillipson carried out
a test excavation at Gobedra, to the south of
Aksum ['I’|1i|]i|nsn:‘. 1977).

Also in 1974,

two Aksumite churches on the southeastern

Lanfranco Riceci excavated

side of Bieta Giyorgis hill, and recorded two
ancient sites on top ol the hill, Ela Nagast/Ona
Nagast and Ona Enda Aboi Zewge".

Joseph Michels systematica

}_\ \L|."\\_'\L'Lg -'.]1&'
transect between Aksum and Yeha in 1974 and
recorded over 250 sites dating to pre-Aksumite,
Aksumite and post-Aksumite times (Michels
1988, 1990, 1994).

These investigations largely expanded the

|\|1n\\'|ct§_L'.u of the du\v‘lc‘[‘lm'nt of the Aksumite
i context, and

provided new evidence about the chronology

kingdom in its environmental

of the kingdom.

Butzer provided the first reconstruction of

t 1anges 1n the region of

1€ l.‘I]\'!]'\HIH]'._'I]L.'[] C {2

Aksum during the last two millennia. The
American scholar identified four major episodes
with increasing soil erosion due to heavier rains
and/or more intense human disturbance. The
bably due

first phase (ca. A.D. 100-350) was pro

to heavy rainfall with strong periodic floods,

on a landscape already partially deforested and

\.il_

second ‘!‘I|1.1~su (ca. A.D. 650-800) 1‘l.'p!'c'HL'|1rL'Li

aded because of intense land-use. The

a period of ducp soil erosion due to very in-
tense land-use and very heavy periodic rains
combined with a progressive abandonment of
settlement. The third phase (late 1 millenni
um A.D.?) was apparently a further period

ot soil erosion due to a late abandonment or

to eventual destruction of the settlement. The

Archaeol 12y dt
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fourth phase (19""-20" centuries) corresponded
to a recent and much better documented period
of soil erosion due to a more intense land use
on a greatly denuded landscape.

[n turn, Michels and Munro-Hay suggested

a more detailed ¢ |1'll|1t||1|;,;\' '.HI' the pre Aks
umite and Aksumite periods.

\['\I\.l\

phases, based on pottery seriation and obsi-

(1994) distinguished six cultural

dian-hydratation LJ.’lliil;"?
Pre-Aksumite (ca. 7"—4™ centuries

), characterized by

1) Early
B.iC

South Arabian colonial settlements overlying

’-.|1L' emergence of

an indigenous settlement pattern.
2) Middle

centuries B.C.), L‘(')S'I'LW[\H!ILHIII‘_L to the de-

Pre-Aksumite (ca. 4" to mid-2™

-

velopment of a South Arabian state.

L

Late Pre-Aksumite (ca. mid-2™ century B. C.
A.D.), marked by the
collapse of the South Arabian state.

to mid-2" century

Early Aksumite (ca. mid-2" to mid-5™ cen-

turies A.D.), characterized by the emerg

1CC
of petty polities, possibly incorporated into
a state with a capital at Aksum.

5) Middle Aksumite (ca. mid-5" to 8" centuries
A.D.), ((JE'I'L’HP\_H](“H; to the l‘n.'.i]'\ of the
Aksumite kingdom.

6) Late Aksumite (ca. 8'"—10" centuries A.D.),

\_lll']'i_""].‘-‘_\llL]i|1l‘_’\ to [|[1L' L]L'L'“llc of the lxéﬂ;;

\illl]’-..

Munro-Hay distinguished six phases of deve
S . . 1. : 1

|n]1mum of the Aksumite Kingdom, based on

dating of the coinage, mainly from Chittick’s

excavations (see Munro-Hay 1989, 1991):

1) Formative period of the state, ca. A.D. 0-
slaln)
LU,

2) Initial expansion of the kingdom and in
troduction of coinage, ca. A.D.200-270.

3) Early evidence of coins up to the introduc-

A.D. 270-330.

tion of Chrisuanity, ca.
4) Peak of the kingdom, ca. A.D.330-520.
5) Late period of coinage, ca.
6) Post-coinage period and decline of the

A.D. 630.

E\ingdnm, after ca.

Michels" investigations were particularly im-
portant as the American scholar introduced

a settlement archaeological approach into

1969, 1970, 1990: \‘.|._..k_2‘_.‘:_|. 19

Ricer 1974, 1990; Rice Fattovich 1988

sted in Butzer 1981 must

radiocarb




1978

Aksumite archaeolo and thus stimulated a

processual analysis of the pre-Aksumite and
Aksumite cultural development (Michels 1988,
1994: see also Fattovich 1990).

According to Michels the pre-Aksumite

-n in northern Tigray was ini

rularly ‘{‘-_'!.]'\'\'&:\ \i“d"o (ca.

{-3 ha in size) and hamlets (less than 1 ha

in size), about 2 to 3 km apart, dominated

by a major town at Yeha, and a few minor

i, Adi Atero and

Ite times the set

ceremonial centres at Hawl

re-Aksu

Seglamien. In late

tlem
1 11 . e
regularly spaced hamlets and villages.

' 1 1
I]]i' early Aksumite settlement pattern was

racterized by at least three towns at A

8-

chna
um, Adi Asaso and Mistad Meru. They were
':-LI]".'<‘I'LiI1\iL_\_i |\‘\ \I]].l..l ‘\ili.._l"_'l.'.‘ .'i'!'zL}I i'u\l.\“l-'\L'd k'i'lL'

le A

and isolated hamlets were scattered over the

|'L"..-L1L'|]L'_:‘. In |”it-€xL ‘.'\:.i"‘:|EI|L r.imc \':-H.l:_’_L‘s
whole territory of Aksum. In late Aksumite
tme Aksum was ::p-p.'.l'ul:‘.]\ a large village

with a few elite residences, surrounded by

3 ._1|fu:" \1]‘1 ||.i.1‘.1.fu[.\.

and

Il

From 1974 to 1993 no major archaeologic

: : ; . :
vork was conducted at Aksum because of
political instability in Ethiopia, except for a

wation on a hill next to the

}il'l]i[L‘Li rescuc <
royal cemetery, where the new Yeha Hotel is
now located, by Richard Wild:

Godet in the mid-1970s, but th

Eric

never published.

During this long interval archaeological
research was intensified in the surrounding
regions of the Eastern Sudan and Yemen,
A |

: 3 i E 1
fl'l&_"m‘ investigations proy Idg’\l new evidence Tot
5

results of

mainly by [talian expedition

1 11 : : 3
a more Lf—'(."'.'lI]L'L'I reconstruction ot the HU\'I.’.l.

economic and cultural development along the
o

: . : o
southern Red Sea and a better understanding

wtion in the nor

of the process of state forn
thern Horn of Africa since the late Prehistory

(see e.o. Munro-Hay 1993; Fattovich 1990a,

=

1999)
These results demonstrated thar 1) the rise
of Aksum

of state .".-\-'\u!_nl‘-!*".uln in tl

was a crucial stage 1n a proccss

northern Horn

in the 3¢ millenniu

of Africa, which

| up to modern times; and
the formation of the state was larg

usion of the northern

¥ .1';.1.&'\'l\_'lli

by the progressive 1NC

Horn into the interchange circuit along land

and sea routes between t

1e Mediterranean and
[ndian Ocean regions,
[n the early 1990s three main phases in this

process were recognized (Fattovich 1999, 2000):

The rise of chiefdoms in the western lowlands

(Gash Group, ca. 250 2 Jebe

Mokram Group, ¢a.1400-1000/900 A5.) anc

u in na Culture,

Tala -~ B

ca 1200-600/500 B.C.) in the 39-2" millennia
B.C. Long distance trade with Egypt and Nubia

apparently was a major factor stimulating

n of these chiefdoms.

of an Ethio-Sabaean state (D’aamat,

/700-300/400 B.C.) on the plateau in

northern Ethiopia and Eritrea in the mid-1

millennium B.C., as a consequence of the South

Arab economic and pol tical expansion.

The development of the Aksumite state 1n

the late 1* millennium B.C. — 1" millennium

A.D.. when the Tierean Plateau was included

circuit

in the Roman and Byzantine interchange

Hf. -[]'u. |':i'Li Sea JHLJ; IHL“.‘.H Ocean.

AT Axsum (1990s-

resumed in 1993, by

rations at Aksum were
he Istituto Universitario
e (IUO), Naples, and Boston Univer-

Orienta _
sity (BU), Boston, and the British Institute in
Eastern Africa (BIEA).

|'?'1_]I1'. 1993 to 2005 archaeolo

LW

gical investiga
" ~ 2 t+ y . i - 1
tions were conducted on Bieta Giyorgis hill,

a | c

Aksum., by the Istituto Universitario Orient

and Boston University under the direction of

Rodolto Fattovi (IUQO) and Kathryn Bard

(BU). An important goal of this project was

to investigate the origins and development
of Aksum within its environmental setting’
The project included research in archaeology,

history, ethnoarchaeology, paleoethnobotany,

] 1 IS - HOR | .
p\‘-.]_\-’lnwg_'j-.. Zooarcnacology, :-_'\l_'i'l]liﬂPI'L.‘!C"‘.\:_\.

geology, and hydrology, as well as conser
vation and systematic topographic mapping®.
Beginning in 2000, advanced digital technolo-
oies, such as Remote Sensing and Geographic
[nformation Systems (GIS), were applied for a

detailed territorial analysis, and interpretation

See de Maig

nIversity
prenminary geopnysical

under !li._' directior ot



‘ntation of the results throu

and prese 1 virtual

reality and visual information svstems?
S .
As a ‘:'L"‘\'Li]l of ':|1L' .1]'\']1,ILU ti;;ll_'.'.l excavations
on Bieta Giyorgis hill, four main culture pe-

riods were identified:

1) Pre-Aksumite Period, c¢a. 700-400 B.C.:

2) Proto-Aksumite Period, ca. 400-150 B.C.:
3) Aksumite Period, ca. 150 B.C. to A.D. 700:
A.D. 700

The Aksumite Period has been further di

onward.

4) Post-Aksumite Period, ca.

vided into fou: p?'.-\lnc\: Aksumite 1 (E:
Aksumite), Aksumite 2 (Classic Aksumite),
Aksumite 3 (Midd

umite 4 (Late Aksumite).

e Aksumite), and Aks-

]

The BIEA expedition resumed Chittick’s
excayations
Mai

I.E‘;u Liir'\'-\'lin‘.:- MI- 1);1'\i(i ]’|1i|'_i|_\\||r|,

the royal cemetery

large-scale

the Gudit st

along the

field, ur
Test excavations were conducted 1n an arca of
ancient settlement, in the valley between the
Giyorgis and Mai Qoho. An
archaeological survey to the north, east and
Aksum I

was also conducted by the
BIEA (Phillipson 2000).

The results of the BIEA expedition confir-

hills of Bieta

west of

med that the region of Aksum was occupied

lilH'ﬂlf_‘_ [|1\_' \\-'|1i1|t' ]il-‘;l_‘\_"\'ﬂi_'. I|L Lli\UI\L'I_\ ol

a Pre-Aksumite domestic site suggested that

the urban development of Aksum begun in the

In turn, the ar

mid-1" millennium B.(

of carved furniture and a female figurine made

ot ivory suggested a local manufacture of
ivory artifacts. The study of the lithic industry

i ] 1 " - 1
demonstrated that stone tools were made and

used at Aksum until recent times.

p y A
ZUUU TO

2003 a German Expedition

From

conducted small scale fieldwork in the valley
between Mai Qoho and Bieta Giyorgis, as well
the church of Maryam Tsion and in
Addi Kilte at Aksum, under the
direction of Helmut Ziegert. The expedition

t, except

48 near

the area of

did not provide any relevant resu

the evidence of an area for copper-working at

Berik Audi to the north of Aksum?,

Finally, in 2000 the Ethiopian archaeologist
Tekle Hagos (20

) conducted a survey in the
region of Aksum, and recorded some sites with
possible megalithic monuments.

As a result of these investigations a more
Li\_'[.l:-]_-..'LIE 'p].x'['t;‘l'L’ of '\I'L'l.\'llj', L‘l.'UI]i\FHiL' .1.’1{{ L'Ll!
tural development in the region of Aksum
from pre-Aksumite to post-Aksumite times
has been outlined®. The main aspects of this

P}'{\l_\'\_\ WEre:

Archaeology at Aks:

Lad

1an 190

In pre-Aksumite time the region of Aksum
Ethio-Sal

time a ‘-,‘-l'Jl!{\

was part of the state. In

proto-Aksumite emerged at

Aksum. In Aksumite time a petty

tmes A |\‘~LII|| |\'\'

kingdom consolidated in the regi
classic to late Aksumite
Ir!.r'i[u|1'_1|

came the capital city of a large

state. Ksumite tin the town was

[n post-A

no more a capital, but remained the main
= .
hristian Ethiopia.

religious center of (

o Fras el
1 agl iculture was alrcady es

pre-Aksumite

Ox ploug

tablished in late time and

remained since then the subsistence base of

he kingdom. Free-thresh wheat, bread

W |1t'.1"... c¢mimer, |"\'II'|L'_"~. .'|I]L| gumes were tne

main L':'tnih_ .'\.‘;1|3.ll'\_'|’11|_\ Illa' \'|||]HI_II]]|\{i|||] ot
tef increased from early to [““-I—:\;wa_:lt'i?.ll.'
'.il]‘u."\. \1||IL|'*- WEre k"L,]I':'\.".‘.L'Li since l_‘dl'|\

A

early to late Aksumite time. Sorghum was

\‘\LIH‘-]‘[L' t1me. (,‘1'.‘.]"'\' was -._'Lll':i\\lit'l} 1n

cultivated in late Aksumite time. Cattle and

>.|1-;'L']*-";;o.|:n were the main livestock. kQ||-\'L-p,.-"

goats progressively decreased since proto
Aksumite time, with a major drop in middle
Aksumite time, and practically disappeared
in late Aksumite time. Agricultural terraces

were surely constructed in middle Aksumite

: : :
time, but may have been already in use at
an earlier time. An articulated system for
water management was constructed at Bieta

Giyorgis between the 5" century B.C. and
A.D.,
Aksumite time as well.

Tl

Aksum increased from proto-Aksumite to

5% century most likely 1n middle

number of settlements in the region of

middle Aksumite times, and sharply declined

in late Aksumite and post-Aksumite times,

perhaps as a consequence of fluctuations in
the demographic density.

Social ]1i\'-‘:'.1|1'|1_\ progressively increased since
proto-Aksumite time with a peak in middle
Aksumite time. The wealth (and possibly
peak 1in

au ?‘.lll'il_\' of Il'li_' L‘Ji[L‘ reached a

late classic and middle Aksumite time,

and apparently declined in late Aksumite

f1ime.
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5. _\-pu'iaali'/.'_rd crafts increased in early to
classic/middle Aksumite times, when most
likely palatine handicrafts (e. g., the ivory
working) existed. They declined in late
Aksumite time, and disappeared in post-
Alksumite time.

6. Long distance trade was a crucial aspect of
the economy since proto-Aksumite time. This
trade apparently reached a peak in classic

to middle Aksumite time, and decreased

in late Aksumite time. Long distance trade
disappeared in post-Aksumite time.

[n proto-Aksumite to classic Aksumite

times the redistribution of exotic goods and

luxury artifacts was apparently limited to
the elite. In middle Aksumite time also the
lower strata of the population were included
into this system. In late Aksumite time this
was again limited only to the elite. There

i.\ no L’\;de'I]\'U of a ]'L'Lii‘;[l';:-l‘u‘-il'l] n{ ;_"nlkl\

in post-Aksumite time.

UL!. n pro-

8. An indigenous ideology emer
to-Aksumite time and survived up to late
classic-middle Aksumite times. This pattern
was characterized by open air cult places

|

and funerary cult of the elite with the

construction of stone platforms associated
with stelae, as well as the adoption of
symbols of the elite power similar to the

Nubian ones. In classic Aksumite time

a distinctive figure of the king emerged,
and the elite adopted some Mediterranean
rituals and symbols of power. A Christian
ideological and cultural pattern emerged

in middle Aksumite time, and was firmly

established in late Aksumite time. This

was characterized by the construction of
churches as cult places and the adoption
of the cross as symbol of kingship. In late
Aksumite time the kings and the elite most
likely adopted the Byzantine religious and

roval symbols.

[jl"\ ESI NT

AKSUM

ARCHAEOLOGY OF

At present, the main role of archaeology at
Aksum is to contribute to the cultural heri-

tage managemen of *f

e area, providing local
quthorities with basic information about type,
location and state of preservation of the ancient
remains. Actually, despite one hundred years
of fieldwork most of the region of Aksum is

not explored and a systematic site inventory

has not yet been conducted®

In 2000 the TUO/BU expedition provided
a preliminary assessment of this heritage, sug-
gesting that the archacological area of Aksum

includes the town, the hills of Bieta Giyorgis

and Mai Qoho, as well as the surrounding plains
within a radius of about 5 km. This area has
l'\L'L_'H \_“\ itI,L'Li :lllll\ a COre Zonc, }‘L']']}"E‘.L‘l'Jl zone,

7

and marginal zone (see Fattovich et al.

2000).

The core zone encompasses the traditional
town of Aksum, the hills of Bieta Giyorgis
and Mai Qoho, the plain along the piedmont
of Bieta Giyorgis to the west of Mai Lahlah,

the piedmont of Mai Qoho to the east, and

e plateau of Abba Liganos to the northwest.

peripheral zone corresponds to the sloping

of Aksum. The

[_'\!I.lil‘: to the south and nor
marginal zone corresponds to the hills which
surround the plain of Aksum and delimit the
territory of the ancient capital ecity.

A total of over 320 sites, including isolated
monuments, were recorded in the archeolo-
oical area of Aksum, to date. Most of them

are ;\JL‘.-'[[L_‘Li 1n the core zone w h(_‘]"" L'.-\TL'I?'\'i\'L"

L"‘\'w.'.]\.'lﬂlﬂ'l"‘ h.".\'L' |‘L'L‘.- .1]:\\-‘ L'lllhillg'la'd i!'-. '|}|L'
20™ century. They include residential and cult

buildings (palaces and churches), funerary su

perstructures (man-made platforms and stelae),
]

tombs (pit-graves, shaft-tombs, and hypogean

tombs), and thrones. Over 90 inscriptions have
been recorded as well.

Man-made landscape features are an impor-

tant component of the archaeological area of

Aksum. They include agricultural terraces and
fields, cisterns, dams and barrages, draining
channels, roads, tracks and paths. These fea
tures are the connective tissue linking together
the whole area in one man-made system, and

may reflect temporal changes in social orga-

nization and land use patterns in the region.
[o date, the investigation of this evidence

neglected in Aksumite archaeology.

Only the Mai Shum cistern, near the Old

has be

Town in Aksum, has been carefully recorded
and Lgt"\k"ilﬂti_{'—..

In 1997 the ITUO/BU expedition started a
\_\'.\'[l_"l]].“iL' i'.‘-\'u\ii't;(liiull of the off-site features

visible on the top of Bieta Giyorgis hill, in

order to generate a model of the ancient pattern

A systematic site inventory of the arc

m 15 10 Pprogress A8 part

ittmann et al 1913, 1I: 70-73; Monneret de Villard

1938a: 8-11;

Phillipson 1997: 156-160.
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of land use pattern, to be tested in the field.
So far, this survey provided evidence of ancient
massive walls, possible dams associated with a
terrace wall, and a reservoir (‘Ela Nagast).
Ancient massive walls to sustain fields were
recorded along the northern and eastern slopes
of Bieta Giyorgis. Their age is uncertain, but
some associated ceramics suggest that they
are not ecarlier than Middle Aksumite times
(ca. A.D.400-550). Two [u:\_&i[\]c dams, as-
"~UL'i.l'|L'(l with IEH'L'L_‘ \\'JHH, were {r'rund .1'_':n|:;
the Guadguad Agazien, where they delimited
d Nln-lil |'}.1.\.?|1 on T;}L' ]1(’5‘1E‘|L"]‘]! (_'d;_'"’-..' l". []‘.L'
hill. A man-made terrace wall was also built
along the northeastern side of the basin. These
structures can be dated between the mid-1*
millennium B.C. and mid-1** millennium A.D..

but a dating to Aksumite times is more pro-

bable (Fattovich / Bard 2002). Two long walls

dating to Aksumite times occur to the west of

the Guadguad Agazien, and walls were most
likely used to direct the flow of water into
the nearby reservoir. A similar massive wall,

most likely dating to Aksumite times, is visible

along the southeastern slope of Bieta Giyorgis,
near the Aksumite site (Daaro), and was pro-
bably built to prevent soil erosion, control rain

water, and create a path from Daaro to Bieta

Giyorgis, Most likely, a |.'lt'1;L- reservolr |

ast) was built to the west of Ona Nagast

in Aksumite times, as potsherds dating from

proto-Aksumite to Late Aksumite times were

the T'|| '}:]'.\El'itr\'in_‘].'. L'."n’f'l. 2000: 4.2:'.
Yann +]

Finally, in 2000 the TUO/BU project at

Bieta Giyorgis adopted a landscape archaeology

mixed in

.!i‘]_"-'[h'l(_‘l'l il] UldL.‘!' Lo I‘L’[Ic.'l' LIiILEL'I'.‘»‘\JIHl [|1\'

Li_\”\]'-fl'ii_':\ of human-environment interaction

in the region of Aksum during the last three

thousand vyears (see Fattovich 2003; Bard
et al. 2003), This investication was aimed

at describing the archaeological landscape

ot Bieta Giyorgis, outlining the sequence
of ancient landscapes that characterized the

gion through time, and reconstructing the

processes that generated the changes in the

landscape of the region through time. The
application of Remote Sensing analyses of
aerial photos and satellite images and GIS to
generate -.'lf'\.'ll.]l."\"llf_"l.(,]l IH.IP'\ .th E‘I'L‘tlli([i\L'

models of site distribution at Bieta Giyorgis,

in the context of the Aksum archaeologica
area, also provided the background to a
more sophisticated “digital” project aimed at
generating a “virtual model” of the ancient
i.\mdw:‘-pu at Bieta Giyorgis and the Aksum

i e N ) ! AN Barte 20023
area (see Forte et al. 2001; Forte 2003).

I I
Archaeology at

[n such a way, combining the archaeological

evidence with the -;‘;|'|n1n:__;1\1|55'ic.'.]. one, the fol

lowing main changes in the general landscape
of the region have been tentatively outlined:

2! early 1

In late prehistoric times (3

millennia B.C.) the I'L":_"iwll was scarcely popu

lated. Lithic workshops were initially located
close to streams at the base of the hills and
later some rock-shelters were occupied at the
edge of the top, along the slopes and at the
base of the hills. At present there is no evidence
of a human manipulation of the landscape at
this time. The vegetal cover is still unknown
in the absence of paleobotanical and palyno-
logical evidence. The large quantity of bovids

in the rock-shelter at Baahti N

ait on the

western w|u}.'w ot Bieta (:Ji.\l" may puinl to
the occurrence of vast open grazing areas in
the plain (see Phillipson 2000: 17-26).

In Pre-Aksumite times (mid-1*" millennium

B.C.) the landscape begun to be more intense

ly manipulated by human intervention with
extensive cultivated and grazing areas. There
is not yet any direct evidence of the vegetal

cover. The distribution of Pre-Aksumites sites

suggests that the marginal zone of the Aksum
region was more densely occupied at this time,
while very few settlements were located in
the core one. The plain around Aksum was
apparently almost completely not inhabited,
Settlements were mainly small villages and
hamlets, which were located along the flanks
of the hills. A (cult?) building was located ar
Ona Enda Aboi Zewge (OAZ I) on the top of
Bieta Giyorgis hill, and a temple was erected
in a dominant position on the top of the hill
of Abba Panatalewon®.

times

In Proto-Aksumite and Aksumite

(late 1* millennium B.C. to late 1** millennium

A.D.) the

-'.L'LE |\\' |]l||12.'l|1 :ZlilL'l'\L‘Ilij“]1. IJ.|'|L' F‘H‘HL'I] Li.il-]

\‘;HL]\L.'IPL_‘ Was |.1]IL"L'|.‘. Il].!l]ip]_]l.l-
suggest that the _l_'_L‘Ilt']'.l] \L':QL'[.lliuH pattern n
[]‘n_'.\'t' [*L‘l'i(!d> was \Jlllli]\'ll' Lo l]lu |“'."\'~.L'rli one,

and was characterized by a predominance of

grasses and shrubs with only a few isolated

]

rees near structures, il] FOreCs .'Ifl!l]:-hI hCJ_‘CHI]:ll

streams, and on rocky slopes. Cultivated fields
and grazing areas occupied most of the regi-
on, and the slopes of the hills were terraced.
Cisterns and wells were located close to or

within the settlements, although the direct

Michels 1994: Fattovich et al




evidence is verv scarce. Dams were probably

constructed on the slopes of the hills, along

some rivers. Settlements were surely scattered
over the \'\"";l'\ll.' reg1ons. I[‘l‘\\’l]\ .".”d |.1!.'IL'\L‘.'- \:l]-_
lages were located mainly at the base or on

the top of the hills (for defence and protection

from malaria). Small villages and hamlets were
located also in the plain. Compounds occurred
both in the plain and on the slopes and top
hills. Lithic

e and Li‘.u top l't. the hills. RUJL'!.\

O1 []1;' ‘."U."i‘-\.\ ps were |1!C\'i[t'd

at the |

and paths connected all settlements 1n a w ell

ized network. Elite residential palaces

were clustered mainly around the capital city,

but they could also be isolated complexes in

e plain or on the top of hills, such as Bieta

Givorgis. Stelae fields were located mainly

around Aksum, both at the base and on the
top of hills. Cult i".iJL"\"'- were mostly located

: s .
on the edege and slopes of hills or on the top

of higher hills. In Christian times the church

o

of Marviam Tsion became the symbolic focus

- 4 e 1
ot the whole landscape.

.]Iht' i_lC\'L']t\]'fH]L'l'll or arc l'l“.l.\ ;=l_\'l.- F'-._"\L'.II'L':‘E at

hundred years clearly

.-'\1\'.\1511_‘- n []'n' |J~Z one

trend of [l\L"'|-L'[iL.'L:.] and

!'u.'”t('u.'d the B

IﬂL'l}Ith{uhl;;if\ﬂ \_-.|1\'I[|',_'_|&.'\ mn .\}‘\‘l].lk".l]{';‘_\ in the
same ]\L:'l-EIE\Li:.
The Deutsche Aksum-Expedition was still

operating within the descriptive and classifi-

catory frame of historical archaeology of the
late 19%— early 20™ centuries, with a major

H\ Prester .|l.\|‘-|j of the |'.1l“k"* (C.F. Be

ckigam C. W. B. Huntir

[.ondon.

Anfi ay, E.

Histoire de archéologie éthiopienne, In:

Une campagne de fouilles 2 Yeha (Févri

Mars 196 Annales d’Ethiopie 5:
|ljj
1964 Notre connaissance du passe éthiopienne

n: Journal of

d’apres les travaux recentes.

249,

Semitic Studies 9:

i 1 3 - 1 1 i - :
focus on the analytical L]L"h\_'l']|."':l\!2' of the

monuments. From the late 1930s to the early

a culture historical approach was domi-
nant, and the research was mainly oriented to
outline the chronological phases of Aksumite
|1i\£m'I\ from the 1% millennium B.C. to the
millennium A.D.
processual approach was introduced into Aks-

umite archaeology, and an inc

ate I~ [n the early 1970s a

reasing attention
was paid to the investigation of the process
of state formation in the northern Horn of
f\|l'i\‘<'|, In 1II':L' 1990s a

vined, although with an openir

processual approach

was maint

research such as land-

p\\.‘\'l' ]_"}'t‘L'L'\\’L': arcas «

scape archaeology. Today a human ecological

approach, focussing mainly on environmental

: : = | = 5
J'I'L'lT.':t'Hle_‘\. 15 pl'l!;__"t'hhl\u!_\ L'|]];.'1f._'|1[1'\_: o un-

derstand the dynamics of Man-Environment

in t he re;

1

interaction

ion through time.

So far, an historical approach has been the
dominant aspect of the research, and archaeo-

\'i['..'li W 1[]'|

logy has been ays strictly inte

lysis of epigt

the ana aphic and textual evidence.
The use of ethnohistorical sources has been

another relevant component in the interpretation

the archae |||'.;__‘|ik'\1| evidence.

Finally, the origin of Aksum has been one
of the crucial problems archaeologists have
investigated. For a long time the hypothesis
ol a D0

I |_\J!'!1
was []'lc mMost \\-idul_\' Jn_‘\'L'|1'|L'd L'\.'i_‘|(|l'|.llinzl of

Arabian origin of the kingt

this event. Ii

last thirty years, however,

\'ll-L'h\_'i';'l!llF:il'.l!. }'L'?\t'\'l':'t_']" in northern |‘1}‘.i:\pi.'-.

ksum had a local origin,

and surrounding regions has indisput

'L{L'”]l”l"n[]'.UL"Li that
most likely related to cultural traditions of

1 1 1
western lowlands.
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