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Sarah Searight

Early European travel in the

NTRODUCTION

The Christianity ot the Abyssinian highlands

: e s : e
had, from the region’s conversion around 340

AD by the Syrian Frumentius, always attracted

the attention of other Christian powers to
north, a religious link that sustained interest in
kines

the remote empire of the Solomonic

throughout the Islamic conquest of adjoining

areas as well as through the European Middle
Ages. To this interest was added from the
twelfth century the search for the legendary
Christian ruler Prester John, a search that was
picked up by the Portuguese in the sixteenth
century as they extended their hold over the

[ndian Ocean. Sixteenth century Portuguese

embassies, including the military expedition of

1541 that helped the Ethiopians to defeat the

Muslim enslaught on the highlands, led to the
missionary involvement of the Jesuits. Both
secular and religious ventures provided the earliest
accounts of the highlands as well as collecting
manuscripts for European libraries that would
revive academic interest in the nineteenth cen
tury. The translation of Portuguese accounts
into other European languages became an inter-
l_"\E';H!_'\ |.L'.".'|'_'||'l' 'Z_)l [l!L' I.’.il‘\)l‘L'l'l.l] h‘\'\']'.'lll‘.l?iL' ror
Atrica”

The exploratory mood of

in the late nineteenth century.

the eighteenth
century Age of Enlightenment led to more
disinterested investigations of the country such
as by James Bruce. But the 1798 invasion of
Egypt by Napoleon Bonaparte introduced a new

political dimension into European relations with

the countries of the Near East and the border-

lands of the Red Sea. European exploration of

« . : £ 2 1 : 1
Ethiopia” was increasingly influenced by po-

litical considerations, dm]]c[l; g the Ottoman

3 he African coast of the Red Sea
nd activating rivalry among certain European
powers for control of the Horn of Africa. The
British led the way with their acquisition of

Ethiopian/Abyssinian highlands

Aden in 1839; the French and later the Italians
followed suit with their acquisitions of Tadjura
\liltt f\l.i\\\l\'\'(:
Africa”.

For much of the nearly four centuries here

episodes in the so-called “scram
{ | lled

ble for

under discussion, modern Ethiopia was ettec

tively divided into four areas: Tigrav in the

north with its main city at Adwa; Begemder in
the centre, with its main city from the early

seventeenth century at Gondar: Shewa in the

south, with its main city at Ankober; and the

coastal belt of “Afar ;I;‘\ll]':'\]-!i\'l\. with the actual
seaboard effectively part of the Ottoman Empire
from the mid seventeenth centurv. It is with
Tigray and Begemder that this essay is mainly

& ,.| U""-“- -1 g = ‘I M, . l
concerned. .l..L\,\\l."' among rival warlioras in

e highlands encouraged the European “scram

ble”, until the establishment in 1889 of an

effective, modernising ruler in Menelik 11, wise

L'I]\!l_l_t:‘:‘l LO encou C ‘n'l]-“ld}“ ds '\\-'(_'ll ds :"\]il'\\ .'I.\'

builders in the development of his country.
Hence the remarkable Deutsche Aksum-Expe-

dition of 1906, led by Enno Littmann, which

is the subject of these volumes. Aksum itself had
been the religious centre of Christian Ethiopia
since the fourth century, as well as the capital

of the pre-Christian Aksumite kingdom.

[ refer throughout to the historic kingdom

of the highland plateau as Abyssinia as used by
|,LI|'I‘|_1L'J.|] VisSItors 1in ||]i.' |'\L'|']i‘lf under Frevicw,

as opposed to the larger Ethiopia that followed

tfrom the conquests of Menelik 11 in the early

twentieth century. The plateau, its rulers and the

ruled (referred to as Ethiopians) were the prin-

i!.‘lL']'L"\'I i.l’ll' most lli. [|IL' '|!':'I‘\'L'”CE'.'~. wg \|:I|

be looking at. Place names are a major problem,

discussed superbly by Beckingham and

Huntingford (1954, app. 4: 220-246), who note

that Littmann and his team would most likely
have used the maps prepared for the official
record of the British Abvssinian ['.\.]‘r_xii[i_u:; ot

1867-68. A useful L'(‘|-\3.|}\'L'||‘\ll'|.'.n1 ol maps was




I Hint

compiled by a British military engineer, Colonel

= IO @ ull\L’, i 1867,
the likely need for such information on the eve

presumably inspired by
of the L'xpudi[iun (Cooke 1867). Such a compi-
lation was called for because of the innumerable
variations and their dubious accuracy. Becking-
ham also compiled a gazetteer of place names,
extremely useful to anyone studying the ac-
counts of early travellers. The confusion of p'l ce
names was due partly, as always, to the native
partly to local tribal

1907).

tongue of the traveller,

linguistic variations (Dainelli et al.

(GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

The two main links with the outside world were

Massawa in the used by those trekking
to the Tigray and Begemder hinterland; and the
ladjura/Obock bay in the south used by those
approaching Shewa. Massawa 1s in fact an 1sland,
1870s by

A secondary harbour was at Zula

connected to the mainland since the
d L‘.llihL'\\'.‘(_\'.
in the Bay of Anfila — also known to the British
as Annesley Bay, the name given to it somewhat
arrogantly by George Annesley in the course of
his 1804 voyage (see Annesley 1809, vol. I), used
by the British expedition of 1868 to rescue the
captives, imprisoned in the
| hL

Emperor Tewodros’

great inland fortress of Magdala. Tadjura/

Obock access was occupied by the French from

1881.

From Massawa the main route crosses a

“Atar

then rises sharply up the escarpment to the

narrow stretch of the dessicated desert,

highlands. While parts of Tigray are savannah

country often at risk of {lrnuulu\ much of the

highlands is well watered and fertile. The region

alternates between precipitous gorges and flat-
topped mountains known as @mbas. The highest

peaks are in the Simen range whose exotic flora

and fauna were so well described by such

scientific travellers as Riippell (1838-40). The

topography undoubtedly contributed to the

periodic ;‘r.gmuuu::m of the country and its

dominance yowerful nobles governing “feu-
o o

¥ . . -. . 1 .
dal” principalities that were subdued from time

to time by strong rulers claiming Solomonic

descent. This encouraged a of roving

‘capitals”

S_\"}lt’[]]
that stabilised from time to time, as
Emperor Fasilides succeeded in doing at Gondar
in the seventeenth century.

So

tains and a fr'cqucntl_\-' distrustful }nj\pu!;ninn

]'i\'L']'.";., lLl[.LI]'.l] tortresses, l'L]:_L:;_LL'L] moun-

t”-’n’:

discouraged all but the most intrepid travellers;

their accounts are the more remarkable when

one considers the conditions in which they were

travelling, observing, writing, sketching.
EARLY HISTORY

iy -
Early pu—«\lwumm civilisation in the first

millennium BC on the Ethiopian plateau was

succeeded by the Aksumite kingdom itself, the
subject of Littmann’s expedition. That kingdom
at least left visible relics of its heyday, Littmann
many of travellers, including
Theodore and Mabel Bent in their Sacred His-
tory u," the :’.‘e‘f’_!.’u‘.f?,'.-m.x (Bent 1893), linked it with
the Sabaean civilisation flourishing on the Ara
bian side of the Red Sea.

partially severed that link in the seventh century,

: ]
i'llhi II]L1L'L'_‘ti our

The advent of Islam

although not perhaps as drastically as Edward
Gibbon expressed it in his Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire where he writes: “encom-
passed on all sides by the enemies of their
religion, the \\.th‘k‘P]Jn\ slept near a thousand
years, forgetful of the world, by whom they had
Gibbon 1776-88, ch. 47:

Gibbon was not altogether

been forgotten” ( 307).
the Christi-

dcﬁpit‘;' its Mono-

fair:
anity of the f."'ilwinpi.mh‘,
Rome,
Ages.

Alexandria would

heretical by
attracted interest throughout the Middle

physitism being viewed :

Venetian merchants based
have noted the selection process by which the
head Abun,

the l"Ihin':pj.m church, the was

nominated by the ( Coptic hierarchy m Egypt;
Ethiopian monks were accommodated in Rome;
[i[l..'l]

\ Most
important of all, by the twelfth century the

their presence was noted in Jerusalem;

manuscripts were occasionally collected.
legend of a powerful Christian monarch named
Prester John was galvanising interest in this most
remote corner of Christendom.

The Abun, head of a powerful ecclesiastical
and monastic hierarchy, often played a major
role in the saga of foreign travel Abyssinia.
Many the missionaries,

convinced of their destiny to convert Ethiopian

of visitors came as
Monophysites to Catholic or Protestant versions
of Christianity.

by

This was understandably viewed
the Abun as a direct challenge to his author-
ity and one which should not be allowed to
undermine it. Jesuits in the seventeenth century,
Protestant missions in the nineteenth frequently
ll.lmi nf 1{:'\“1] L‘]C!'il.‘a]

were feel the heavy

opposition.



Stimulated partly by Prester John but

rumours of untold riches, in 1493 the first

Portuguese visitor, Peros da Covilha, on the

instructions of the Portuguese king Joam I,
made his way to the highlands to search for the
legendary ruler; no record of his experiences
remains however., He was stll alive when he was
found, in 1520, by an official Portuguese em-
bassy whose chaplain, Francisco Alvares, wrote
a remarkably full account of Ethiopia prior to
a few

the devastating Muslim invasion years

later’. It included a Jusu'ipliul] ot the principal
Ethiopian sanctuary, the Church of St Mary of
Zion at Aksum before its destruction by the
Muslim invaders.

Twenty-one years later a military expedition
under Dom Cristovao da Gama disembarked in
the Bay of Anfila to |1L']p the Emperor defeat
the Muslims led ]1_\ Ahmad al-Ghazi (known to
Ethiopians as the “Grai” or “left-handed™).

."\|1'L'.1L5:_\' the lure of European arms, so v.\':n|ici[

in European relations with Abyssinia in

<ing itself felt. The

nineteenth century, was ma
L.'.\Pt"\l]l::!(‘ﬂ, Lit'h'l'”);‘d [\_\ \‘I_UL‘ Liu {‘..'\1\T..‘1|1]‘.|u.~»n,
ensured that the highlands remained Christian?,

Early in the seventeenth century began the
Jesuit attempt to convert the Ethiopians to
“orthodox” Christianity. The first mission to
Abyssinia set out from the Jesuit community in
Goa in 1603 led by Pedro Paez. It was warmly

welcomed by the current ruler, Emperor Sus-

niyos, and in due course a mission was estab
lished at Gorgora on Lake Tana, not far from
the imperial capital at Gondar, and also at

Fremona, ne Adwa. The best description of

the venture was by Manuel de Almeida who
arrived in Abyssinia in 1624, just two vears after
the public submission of Emperor Susniyos to
Rome®. That submission was withdrawn ten

years later when the Emperor realised the extent

of the hostility to it of the Abyssinian clergy
and his son and successor Fasilides ruthlessly
destroyed the mission, hanging the last Jesuits
in 1641.

There was one other notable European visitor
at the end of the seventeenth century, the French
physician Charles Poncet. Poncet had been
454 ["h_\-'.s!.gi‘ln for some years in Cairo,

when a messenger arrived from the Emperor

working
[yasu asking for medical assistance and in due
course off he went, leaving Cairo in May 1698,
r|'.1\'v|]|'|1\__; up the Nile to Sennar on the Blue Nile
and eventually across to Gondar by May 1699.
A year later he descended via Adwa and Aksum

to Massawa and in due course back to Cairo.

His account ting tor 1its description of
1€ outward journey .'.|Il| 4150 tor the portrait

t
of the Emperor but otherwise adds little to the
earlier Portuguese accounts’.

As a demonstration of sustained interest in

1|]k' country \\i]ll!—ll [ uropcan .I\'.lL‘:i'!'.iI.I and

gious circles, the first large-scale history of

rel

Ethiopia, Historta Aethiopica, was written by a

young German linguist, Hiob Ludolt, who had

studied with the Ethiopian community in Rome
in the 1640s; its rather curious illustrations were
[\l'l-dm'vd in collaboration with an Ethiopian
priest in Rome, Abba Gregorius (see Whiteway
1902). It was published in Frankfurt in 1681.
A

studies

1

thoug

1 regarded as the founder of Ethiopian

his account was translated into English

in 1682, into French in 1684 and into Dutch in
1687 — Ludolf himself never went to see the
country for himself.

The Portuguese contributed greatly not just
to contemporary knowledge of the country,
historical or L_',L'l-::'.1;v||n'\1}, thereby bringing it
into the age of discovery: they also amassed a

{

vast quantity of material, including ecclesiastical

documents, of great benefit to later visitors.
However, one of the more misleading but also
widely circulated descriptions of the country
was that of Jeronymo Lobo, translated into

lish in 1735 by Dr Samuel Johnson (Johnson

735; Beckingham /Huntingford 1954: xxv), of

which Beckingham writes: “if his translators
: : : -t 8, 0 Y .

have not done him an injustice he is the least
reliable of the Jesuit writers on Abyssinia”®. But

other accounts, filed awav for the time being i

l'w_\'\“| and ecclesiastical libraries, were used

later visitors when they were translated, pub
lished and became widely accessible to the
scholarly travellers of the late nineteenth century

and thereafter.

Wis

+in 1881 an

inhoso’s account was translated into Italian 1n 1880




ThHe AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

For just over a hundred years the Ottoman hold
over the Red Sea effectively discouraged Euro
pean ventures into the African, or indeed Ara
bian, hinterland either side of that great water-
way.

Greater exploratory confidence in the mid-
eighteenth century, that great Age of Enlight-
enment, plus increasing disdain for the authority
of the Ottoman Empire encouraged an era of
discovery for its own sake, rather than for
commercial or political advantage. “Enlighten-
ment” encouraged all sorts of geographical and
scientific activity. Academies of Sciences were

founded i

the various principalities of Ger
many; the Académie Royale des Sciences was
established in Paris; the British Museum was
founded in London in 1753; it celebrated 1its
250 anniversary in 2003. And, to maintain the
mythic character of the mystic highlands of

Abyssinia, Dr Johnson, having translated the

inaccuracies of Jeronymo Lobo, wrote his own
spectacularly fictional Rasselas, Prince of Abys-
sinia (Johnson 1759). In 1768 the Danish king
despatched an expedition to the Red Sea (Niebuhr
1776), and the same year an inquisitive, pros
perous and well educated Scotsman set off to
discover the source of the Nile which he cal-
culated — accurately as it turned out — to pour
out of Abyssinia.

This was James Bruce, a typical product of
this Age of Enlightenment, whose Travels, when
published in 1790, immediately revived interest
in the remote Abyssinian highlands; his account
has rightly been described as one of the most
fascinating travel books ever written (Bruce
1790). Bruce was a good linguist, thus enabling
him to make the most of his opportunities
during the two years he spent mainly in Gondar,
but also travelling widely in the area of Lake
Tana and reaching the source of the Blue Nile,
although he wrongly assumed it was the main
source of the Nile itself. His account made a
major contribution to an understanding of the

geog

»hy, the society, the history of Abyssinia

including a list of the country’s kings; he

collected manuscripts, plants, minerals, kept a
d

— despite the inaccuracies which many of his

ailv meteorological record, all of which

contemporaries criticised — stood his successors

In £ od .\tt_‘dui_

Tre NINETEENTH CENTURY

One successor, Henry Salt, was pc-.rlicul.'n'|_\
scathing but Salt’s own visits to Abyssinia in
1805 and 1809 were
different atmosphere. In 1798 Napoleon Bona-

undertaken in a very

parte invaded Egypt, partly with the object of
interrupting British communications with India.
With the expansion of British interests in India,
largely at the expense of the French, those
communications had become increasingly im-

portant. Salt was hired as the secretary of

George Annesley, Viscount Valentia (later Earl

of Mountnorris), self-appointed investigator of
a Red Sea route to speed these vital messages.
Annesley was particularly concerned with the
African littoral (less hostile than the Arabian
but, as it turned out, less well provisioned) and
in the course of his investigations m 1805
despatched Salt into the interior to make contact
with the Christian authorities in the highlands
and the current ruler of Tigray, Ras Wolde
Selassie®.

Salt’s route to Adwa (capital of Tigray),
similar to that taken by Bruce, was one to be
followed by most visitors to the north: from
Massawa (in Salt’s case from nearby Arkiko),
steeply up over the Taranta Pass to Digsa and
on to Antalo, Adwa, seat of the Ras who was
“highly delighted” (Annesley 1809, vol. 3: 37)
with the guns which Salt gave him, and finally
to Aksum, already known to the outside world,
which over two days he carefully surveyed and
sketched — the first foreigner so to do. Not only
was this an introduction for Salt to the archaeo-
logical activities he was later to undertake in
Egypt, his work also provided a foundation for
all subsequent investigations of this ancient
Ethiopian city. Assuring the Ras that “an inter-
course with the English, who are uncontrolled
masters of the sea, would facilitate his com

merce” (Annesley 1809, vol. 3: 39), and leaving

his servant Nathaniel Pearce with the Ras -
Pearce later produced his own account of his
experiences (Pearce 1831) — Salt returned to the
coast and to England with letters from the Ras
to George IIL. There he wrote up his experiences
which were included in Annesley’s massive
three-volume Voyages and Travels (Annesley
1809, vols. 2-3).

In 1809, partly under the patronage of Eng

land’s African Association (patron of much

For the full account of Annesley’s voyages see his 3-vol.

account, 1809.



htened” African travel), Salt returned to

Abyssimia’. This tume his route took him via the
Cape of Good Hope and Portuguese settlements
on the east African coast. In Tigray he presented
the Ras with presents from the British govern
ment including two pieces of field arullery, a
portrait of the Virgin Mary (highly revered l\_\
I"'[hiugwi.lm‘. and rather less useful bejewelled

1 -1 < .
arms, as \\'(.".l as [exrnies .’.II({ ‘_.',].1_\\. A '-.'\'\_'I.HI(l Visit

to Aksum was not a success; the local cl

rey
were “extremelv insolent and '_||'|rL|]_'\ " (ibid.:
409) — a si

later Salt set off once more down to the coast,

hi and six weeks

ngs to come

this time leaving behind another of his attend
ants, Willlam Coffin, to teach the Ras’s men
how to work the field guns — another sign of
things to come.

[t is remarkable how many foreign visitors
were attracted to Abyssinia over the next hun

dred vears; it would need a volume to itself to

; 1 1 1 .
mention them l]l F ‘-.| tney occupy more |Il‘|'.'l|'\'

shelf space than perhaps any other African
I | I ;
region. Not all

interested in aspects of Ethiopia’s past as Bruce

ol them by any means were as

and Salt. Two factors in partict account for

the interest. Predominant was the result of the
opening of the Red Sea to European shipping.
The coast was in the hands of the Ottomans,
governed from Jiddah, and the principal har-
bours generally occupied by Egyptians under
the auspices of the Ottoman viceroy in Egypt,
Muhammad Ali and his heirs. The British were
particularly concerned that nothing should stand
in the way of their communications with India,
eying with great suspicion any conceivable threat
to their navigation of the Red Sea®. Ethiopia in
the larger sense was seen by many as crucial to
British interests, including approaches via the
Nile, hence the large number of British travel-
lers. One of the most interesting of these was
Samuel Baker whose exploration of the Nile
British fears of

toreign control of these streams so vital to the

}‘:L‘.‘ld\\'(‘.[\_‘!"\ wWdas [I"i;_’.;_’)(’l'g‘ti é_.‘\'

security of Egypt’. As for the Red Sea itself first
France and later |[a|_\' were determined to thwart
what was perceived as British dominance of the
waterway and to ensure their own free naviga

tion. Consuls began to be .3}\[mi||[ni to |iccp

ts in the hinterland!®, some

track of pl}|iLiL'::| evel
of the British falling victims in the 1860s to the
megalomania of Emperor Tewodros, resulting in

the NJPR'!' L'_\]\'dl'['ll.ai] of 1868". The i.‘\:pk‘d:ul.mn

disembarked in Anfila Bay, planning to use the

third century BC Ptolemaic routes to the high-

ands. They just had time to inspect the ruins

of Adulis in the Bay of Zula south of Massawa.

The other factor was religious. The nine

‘.L'L]][ll century was ll]L' orecal ':h"lt‘ll ol evangel-

ii';_'_||li|1‘_._', \i.1||\r|;-\~. 1n

Ix"]] ent |1L|\I-.1‘\“| 1, O1

which much ot the non-European world was

it to dwell. Trying to convert Mushims

i:.l:|_|:;\

was dangerous; but Christians who were seen

as having fallen by the wayside were another

matter; the German Theophil W aldmeier ex
pressed his own and his colleagues’ enthusiasm
in his |\|L-|,1cr “to show forth to the reader how

\‘nllleL'IiLllj\' Oour |':L'.'|\'\'I'||\ ]"Jil]t'! :‘I.l'\' :\'li me

trom my early childhood until t
to Abyssinia (Waldmeier 1869: vii).
Fa

Here

¢ present time”
The Jewish

Uso a pnlu||li.a| hunting ground.

ashas were

again there was competition — between

Protestant enthusiasts, many of them Germans,

and Roman Catholics. Occasionally missionaries
became party to the political needs of their home
governments. More often they fell victim either
to the political upheavals of their chosen hunting

[ : £y ;
ground, or to the opposition of the Abun and

v (Waldmeier for instance was forced

‘IC"\.ll L'ic s
(€8] ’.T].llig' canons f.l..!." l|1‘||\".il| .].L_'\\'ill:liﬂl\].
Through the middle years of the century the
country was torn between p:s\\'u"‘!L|| local rulers,
not a happy time to be travelling in any region
and most accounts are full of the difficulties and

dangers of moving round a world of petty

warlords, brigandage and extortion. This was

only iv'.llpt\‘.'.l!':=|'\ cased by the rise of Tewodros,

who declared himsel Emperor in 1855. Never

1|1L'i.L'\‘\ €n

1 1 - 1
'I_"_’:!‘:]L'Ilt'\i travel continued to Pl"]\ a

the natural

role, il‘l\.pir'cd by enthusiasm for
sciences (this was after all the age of Darwin)
and encouraged by the establishment of geo
graphical societies in London, Paris and Lisbon.
Bruce’s and Salt’s accounts fed this growth of

cenuine scientific interest, to be ealvanised by

such scholars as Wilhelm |{L]P]h'i who was in

Abyssinia in the 1830s (Riippell 1838-40) and
the German naturalist Theodor von Heuglin and

his travelling companion Dr. Steudner in the

in Salt’s ow

it 1991 tor

Described

nunications in the Red Sea.

r's account published in 1867 is one of the most
ws as well as entertaining.

s a Briush consul, Walter Plox

g until

. '
ince’s first consul, Guillaume Lejean,
o anoointed 1n 1862
W appointed 1n 1862,




1850s (Heuglin 1857). Both Riippell and Georg
Schweinfurth in the 1860s (Schweinfurth l.\-H.\.‘-
were more concerned, however, with regions of

Africa.

n was led by Théophile Lefebvre in 1839

central A notable French scientific ex-

|
43 and produced a massive six volume publica-
tion in the 1840s and 1850s (Letebvre 1845-54).
In the
a]l!lml from Ras Wube a

course of his expedition Lefebvre ac-
1 potential French base

Bay of

in the Anfila highly recommended by
a later Frenchman Count Stanislaus Russel as “le
centre naturel d‘un grand movement naturel”
(Russel 1884) as it had been in the third century
BC when used by the Prolemies as the terminal
to the highlands for their trade in elephants,
IVOry, Incense and slaves: Lefebvre’s concession
was never in fact taken up and in the 1880s the
French acquired the more useful monopoly over
the Bay of Tadjura (now the site of Djibouti).
Other notable scientists were Rochet d*Hericourt,
minded traveller but

a thoroughly politically

also member of various French scientific soci-

eties and a good commentator on navigation,
geography and geology (Rochet d’Hericourt
!\-H 1846).

Throughout the nineteenth century Aksum

drew the scholars, familiar with the classical
munm but now also tempted by more recent
predecessors who had actually been there. Bruce
had described Aksum in detail while Salt’s even
more thorough survey and sketches of the
ancient city set a high standard of observation
and was sufficiently well publicised to attract
attention throughout Europe. The fact that 1t

was near Adwa, often the headquarters of

Tigrayan rulers, facilitated wisits, as long as
visitors steered clear of the most revered Church
of St Mary of Zion, reputed sanctuary of the
Ark of the Covenant. A particularly lively
account is by Theodore Bent \\'l‘m visited Aksum

in 1893 with his wife Mabel, a proficient pho-

tographer. In entitling his |mcsl\ Sacred City of

the Ethiopians Bent w as making 1t clear that

Aksum was the goal of their journey, despite

various obstacles en route. “Our object 1n vis-
iting Abyssinia was prim.l]'ilx' archaeological,”

Bent states on page one of his account, but he

was equally interested in “the quaint
(Bent 1893: 1).

Austrian and Ital

(:'h'."znli.u‘.it_\' of the Abyssinians”
Meanwhile French, German,
ian scholars had also been working on both
Portuguese and Ethiopian chronicles, among
them the great French scholar René Basset and
the Italian Carlo Conti Rossini, as well as on
the copies of Aksum inscriptions sent back to

Furope by intrepid travellers?. Once again one

I Hinter i;i.-'."?a'tflt.

is astonished by the sheer volume of scholarship
devoted to Ethiopia.

The opening up of diplomatic and commer-

L'i.":
Et
with the revival of imperial fortunes under
\1&. ‘L]ll\ l
clared Emperor of Ethiopia in 1889, especially

contacts led to a greater understanding of

hiopian history and civilisation, especially

king of Showa from 1865 and de-
with his defeat of the Italians at Adwa in 1896.
Thereafter Menelik perceived himself as Em-
peror of an empire determined to resist the
European scramble for African territories that
he could see going on around him. Scholars as
\\-'L'“ as J'.1i|\\ ay dc\'u]u]‘{"'\' WErc .‘am\u \\'t']L'l'111L‘L]
in the new capital of Addis Ababa — French
1897), (Boulvin

1906), and even

(Vignéras Russian®, Belgian
American. Thus the German
Addis Ababa in 1904

was able to reach Menelik’s capital on the newly

mission that set out for

completed French railway from Tadjura (begun
in 1887). It was led by

included his brother

Dr Friedrich Rosen and
Professor Felix Rosen.
Felix travelled extensively in the country, in-
cluding Aksum of course, describing his expe-
riences in 1904—05. The brothers would have
cased |Jc1'|ni.\'.'<'i:m for the great Deutsche Aksum-
Expedition (Rosen 1907).

This essay has not begun to address the
contribution of these authors to Ethiopian

lerable both in

historiography, which was consi
the information gathered on the spot and pub-
lished as well as their collections of manuscripts
and their digestion by scholars all over Europe.
Nor have I given due credit to the engravings

whic
Salt’s',
side encouraged dl.m” htsmanship just as the art

ustrate many of their accounts, notably
The beauty and variety of the country-

of engraving became the art of informative book
illustration. Costume, architecture (ecclesiastical,
ancient, vernacular), handicrafts all helped to
bring home to the reader the sophistication of
this region in a way that the sometimes verbose
written accounts obscured. These illustrations
were l‘] course L‘sPLL“l“\ rLlL\J[lE 11 llh case ()f
the natural scientists — Rippell,

[’-:‘1]1

brought artists with them,

Heuglin,

Lefebvre's team. Bruce and Lefebvre

Balugnani in Bruce’s
case, Vignaud in Lefebvre’s. Good draughtsman-
ship was an essential attribute for a traveller and

brings their accounts alive for us today.

See Whiteway 1902 for details.
Led by N. N. Kurdmakoy
An extremely interest

is Richard Pankhurst/

survey of illustrations of Ethiopia

eila Ingrams’ Ethiopia Engraved.



An exhaustive bibliography of available material

in English, German, French and Italian up to

1902 is given in Whiteway 1902 (see below). A
=
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Mmoreé recent |...'-..:'u:| JI.1|I1|§_‘|!'.||,)].]\ 15 .:!‘w'\‘ contai-

ned in Munro-Hay 2

D’Abbadie, A.
1861 Journal de voyage in Notice sur les
Falachas Juifs d’Abyssinie. Ed. by

A. Z. Aescoly. Paris.

l)‘.-"\]_"l‘\'ltltil.', A.
1863 Douze Ans dans la

Paris.

Haute ].'.llﬂl bl‘ik'.

Alvares, F.
1881 Narrative of the Portuguese Embassy to
27

Abyssinia, 1520-27 (trs. & ed. by Lord

Stanley of Alderley). London.

Annesley, G. A. (later Earl of Mountnorris)
1809 \"cl_\'. ges & Trave
Red Sea, Abyssinia,

London.

s to India, Cevlon, the

180206, 3 vols.

H\‘-. |'\(_":'1 \
1867 The Nile

London.

Tributaries of Abyssinia.

F./Huntingford G. W. B.

1954  Some records of Ethiopia 1593-1646.

Beckingham C.

London (this includes a translation of
Manoel de Almeida’s account).

Bent, Th.
1893 The Sacred City of the Ethiopians.
Being a record of travel and research in

Abyssinia in 1893. London.

Boulvin, F.
1906 Une mission belgique en Ethiopie.

Bruxelles.

Bruce, |.
1790 Travels to d;.m‘n\'cr' l|1L' Source of 1]1\‘
Nile. 5 vols. I"di;'.km]‘;h,

Caraman, P.
1985  The Lost Empire. The Story of the
Jesuits in Ethiopia 1555-1634. London.

Castanhoso, M. de
see Whiteway, below.

(...-l H.‘kL', l I (
1867 Routes 1n .-'-\l_\_w'-;i!!ia. [.ondon.
Dainelli, G./ Marinelli, O./ Mori, A.
1907 Bibliografia geografica de
Eritrea 1 1891-1906 (extract from Rivista
1ana Anno IV 1907).
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Foster, Sir W.
1949 The Red Sea and Adjacent Countries at
the close of the Seventeenth Century

(this includes Charles Poncet's account

of Abyssinia). London.

Hozier, H.
| 86Y j (i

1e Briush Expedition to Abyssinia,
compiled from original documents.

London.

Gibben, E.
’6-88 The Decline and Fall of the Roman

Empire. 6 vols. London.

(illl"\l‘l\ o
1834  Journal of Three Years’” Residence in

Abyssinia. 1 ondon.

Heuglin, M. Th. von
1857 Reisen in Nord-Ost-Afrika. Tagebuch
einer Reise von Chartum nach Abys

sinten 1852 bis 1853. Gotha.

[senberg, C./ K |'.'-.}‘-i" |
1843 Journals of 1
berg u. Krapf . ..

1C ]{\‘\'\ .\1&'\\]'\ [\L‘[:-

1839-42. London.

|\-;':|p|, [
1858 Reisen in Ost-Afrika 1837-55. Kornthal.

Johnson, Dr.S.

1759 Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia. 2 vols.

London.

l,L'iL'h‘.J'L'. lh

1845-54Voyage en Abyssinie 1839-4. 6 vols.
Paris.

Markham, Sir C.

1869 A History of the Abyssinian [\]!uli

tion. London.

Munro-Hay, S.

2002 ]',Lhiu[\i.l, the Unknown Land: a cultural
and historical guide. London.
Niebuhr, C.

Voyage en Arabie et en autres pays.

2 vols. Amsterdam & Utrecht.

Pankhurst, R./
1988 |'.[]1inpi\1 f".n:_;r.zu'd_ London.

Ingrams, L.

'[’.u'k_\';‘.\, M.

1853 Life in Abyssinia. London.

PL‘.H'L'L_', \I

1831 The Life and Adventures of N. Pearce,
written by himself during a residence in
Abyssinia 1810-1819. 2 vols. London.
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Plowden, W. Salt, H.
1868  Travels in Abyssinia, ed. by his brother 1814 A Voyage to Abyssinia 1809 & 1810.
Trevor Plowden. London. London.

Rochet d'Hericourt, C.-F. X. Searight, S.
1841 Voyage sur la Cote Orientale de la Mer 1991 Steaming East. London.
Rouge, dans le pays d’Adel et le _ L,
92 . A Schweinfurth, G.
Rovaume de Choa. Paris.

¥ : - ; 1888 Im Herzen von Afrika. Leipzig.
1858  Second Voyage sur les deux rives de la ; Fe
Mer Rouge, dans le pays des Adels etc. Vignéras, S.
Paris. 1897 Une Mission Francaise en Abyssinie.
Paris.
Kl)'\L‘ﬂ, !
1907 Eine deutsche Gesandtschaft in Abes- Waldmeier, Th.
sinien. Leipzig. 1869 Erlebnisse in Abyssinien in den Jahren
1 ],\‘3\' 1Hf'::‘{. Ijﬁ.‘»(.'l,
Riippell, E.
1838-40 Reise in Abyssinien. 2 vols. Frankfurt. Whiteway. R.S.
[ 1902 The Portuguese Expedition to Abys-
Russel, C.S. & : )

sinia in 1541-43. London.

1884 Une Mission en Abvyssinie et dans la
Mer Rouge, 23 Octobre 1859 — 7 Mai
1860. Paris.




