https://publications.dainst.org

iDAl.publications

DIGITALE PUBLIKATIONEN DES
DEUTSCHEN ARCHAOLOGISCHEN INSTITUTS

Das ist eine digitale Ausgabe von / This is a digital edition of

Schenk, Heidrun

Pottery of so-called "Kaolin Fabric" at Tissamaharama-Citadel (Sri
Lanka) in the 4th and 5th century AD.

in: Franke-Vogt, Ute — Weisshaar, H.-J (Hrsg.), South Asian archaeology 2003: proceedings of the
Seventeenth International Conference of the European Association of South Asian
Archaeologists, 7-11 July 2003, Bonn 357-364.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.34780/mvc3-3ubb

Herausgebende Institution / Publisher:
Deutsches Archaologisches Institut

Copyright (Digital Edition) © 2022 Deutsches Archdologisches Institut
Deutsches Archaologisches Institut, Zentrale, Podbielskiallee 69-71, 14195 Berlin, Tel: +49 30 187711-0
Email: info@dainst.de | Web: https://www.dainst.org

Nutzungsbedingungen: Mit dem Herunterladen erkennen Sie die Nutzungsbedingungen (https://publications.dainst.org/terms-of-use) von
iDAl.publications an. Sofern in dem Dokument nichts anderes ausdriicklich vermerkt ist, gelten folgende Nutzungsbedingungen: Die Nutzung
der Inhalte ist ausschlieBlich privaten Nutzerinnen / Nutzern fiir den eigenen wissenschaftlichen und sonstigen privaten Gebrauch gestattet.
Samtliche Texte, Bilder und sonstige Inhalte in diesem Dokument unterliegen dem Schutz des Urheberrechts gemall dem Urheberrechtsgesetz
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. Die Inhalte kdnnen von Ihnen nur dann genutzt und vervielfaltigt werden, wenn lhnen dies im Einzelfall
durch den Rechteinhaber oder die Schrankenregelungen des Urheberrechts gestattet ist. Jede Art der Nutzung zu gewerblichen Zwecken ist
untersagt. Zu den Moglichkeiten einer Lizensierung von Nutzungsrechten wenden Sie sich bitte direkt an die verantwortlichen
Herausgeberinnen/Herausgeber der entsprechenden Publikationsorgane oder an die Online-Redaktion des Deutschen Archiologischen
Instituts (info@dainst.de). Etwaige davon abweichende Lizenzbedingungen sind im Abbildungsnachweis vermerkt.

Terms of use: By downloading you accept the terms of use (https://publications.dainst.org/terms-of-use) of iDAl.publications. Unless
otherwise stated in the document, the following terms of use are applicable: All materials including texts, articles, images and other content
contained in this document are subject to the German copyright. The contents are for personal use only and may only be reproduced or made
accessible to third parties if you have gained permission from the copyright owner. Any form of commercial use is expressly prohibited. When
seeking the granting of licenses of use or permission to reproduce any kind of material please contact the responsible editors of the
publications or contact the Deutsches Archadologisches Institut (info@dainst.de). Any deviating terms of use are indicated in the credits.


https://doi.org/10.34780/mvc3-3u6b

H. Schenk

L‘.allcd

of so-

(Sri

Pnt‘tc]’}-’

Among the pottery finds in Sri Lanka of usually

-'L'\.il.i!

or 1'<1!'I_'J_\ |“1Lh ‘\l‘ ‘L \ld\ 4 group l.‘i

potsherds 1s outstanding (fig. 1). llu_\- have in
common fine levigated clay and its whitish colour
red to as Kaolin Ware

of paste for which it is refer
ill IIL""lJlL

H\' now I!'i't‘\' main '{|_"l\\1nI1Ll_\ ll| LI H"'u Li|‘~l'|lll_'

tive pottery are known in Tissamaharama.
“Red-slipped white ware”, is

lay texture by plain view but

I'he first group,

1

made ot Li’-."l‘.\k'

containing very fine grains of sand. Its outer surface

was comyj

tely covered with an often highly pol
shed red s slip. U p to now 77 pieces of this group
(fig. 1, 8. 9).

tragments can be x[.nui.

1 1
nave been ||‘L1I \l |I\\‘1]J.Il].1 rama

h 27

The second, of \\'|
is the most striking. It shows red painted floral «
|i|1{'\11' L{u'nl tion on a more or less whitish ud\ l‘UL|\
|]L|L called ° J\u. -0n

BB 2o B 5 ) Ads

’ 3 o'y

of different L]u‘]n.u and

ite painted ware” (fi

1 S "= :
n sNOwW 1ncised LlL'L‘HI'HI-‘Jn

accentuated by red |11'1|[ 1|~ 1. 5:5.2)

dition '-:]\ some PiL'\ €S eV

. The painted
- streak-burnished

\lL\l"' 1 Was ‘H_"[ |]L\. Ol

surfaces. The latter Iclmsv i.~. also common to 26
turther fragments of simi ].lr clay but bearing no
consists of small bands of very thi
|
groups. All varieties usually

:\z |||\

[tXI:lrh it the mnner “iLiL |

traces of paint (fig. 1, 4 r only decoration

grooves that can

seen as well with both the above-mentioned

have thin walls.

igments show fingerprints or prints of

2, 1). .-\ separately

| g -
added neck part seems customary?®, The main

‘presentative vessel both wares is a \PUU[L‘d

water jug with bule
ably a footed |'\'

taceted ]\ltJ.I|L |

ing shoulder (fig. 2) and prob
The spouts show a
A fr

,9). Other fragments

4 1
rment of a knob

._‘

testifies the use of lids (h

ol R T 1 ( j
belong to specialized vessels of yet unknown

1-1|[‘.L'l'|llﬂ {

¢, 5). The main vessel form as well
the red covered surface of the Red-slipped white

“Indian Red Polished Ware”

ware” remind of the
(RPW) in its confined appearance as sprinkler and
spouted vessels with similar bulging shoulders’

In the case of “Red slipped white ware” the

colour of the slip belongs to Munsell 10R 4/6. The

‘Kaolin Fabric”
Lanka) in the 4®

at Tissamaharama-Citadel
entury AD

and 5%

paint of “Red-on-white painted ware”, in contrary,

is to describe as a more or less orange tint (Munsell
2.5YR 5/8). This is similar to the third variety at
1arama, the “Orange-slipped white ware”
Here, the fragments are usually thick-walled. The

Tissama

surface is rather coarsely treated but often bearing
6, __-‘:1 or

incised geometrical decoration (fig

cord-impressed paddle marks (fig. 6, 1). The slip is
conspicuously transparent and : pp]]cJ N a coarse
manner leaving a speckled appearance. Beside one
base fragment with stand-ring the pieces are slipped

: i kATt
on both sides, even if the curve of the potsherds

indicates a closed ve form. At some spots the
slip is accidentally thicker thus changing the above
mentioned average colour into a shade of grey
(Munsell 2.5YR 4

vessel was dipped into a very liquid paint that

[t seems that the complete

afterwards dripped down. Up to now 39 fragments
are known apparently from Tissamaharama only,
mostly 5.‘\Ud\' sherds but also three bases with
stand-rings are evident. The fragmented condition,
|u»\\-‘v\-‘v1. \]mc.\ not yet allow a reconstruction of
a certain vessel form.

was published
for the tirst time in 1983 in the first report on the
excavations at Abhayagiri Vihara (Anuradhapura,
Altogether

“Red-on-white painted ware”

Sri Lanka) as specially painted vessels*

Incisions are also mentioned fror
Charvat 1985, 251,

Also mentioned |\:\' Wi
Some thoughts on RPW
and dating are

Abhayagiri vihara:

10.

et 1986, tig

its problematic definition

n by the at For now

o Kervran

see Sc | 1€

1996, 38; Gupra 1999, 353 questioning the differing

Ii|.|;lI
of proposed dates for this pottery.
7 3ten/Charvit

white slip and red-painted

ition; Wickramagamage/Het-
harvat 1984, 61
: and 251; Bou
7; Bouzek 1993

ion”

tiarachchi/Bouz
Charviat 1985, 247 D2
rat 1986, 252 tig. 11,15.1
3. See also Prickett/Wijeyapala 1986,

rnando 1990, fig. 5a (“Fine

( Red-Painted on
White Kaolin Fabri




spots in Sr1 Lanka for

on the on

probably Nabatean pottery or I

Lagynos ware show the good quality ¢
pottery. Furthermore Late painted wares
: [l‘-l.' East '\EL

a source of inspiration” because |

mentiorn ll_! d5

pottery were unknown elsewhere in S yuth

Asia’. But soon it was re “under the

Asian technique”

r later «

!_|'.|_- Hist 1 |';|u|!'i ot

\.IE"I.'”'.'I CXCay Iii.l i.‘.\i.

Common

ANcCe O a vessel coml-

“!il‘ L'ii.li

ely and the further course this

itroduced as “Later Red

a relationship to RPW especially in term
which is by 1 ns img ial. So
o l\li'\\ .I.':\ |
\'J W a

sts an ascertained content

: colour after firi




159




'
360 H

ned-on-

H. Schenk.

n as - Kac lin ware® or

Red Polished” should be avoided at least

f of further invest

At Tissamaharama we see different qualities of

lly tor “Red-on-

all varieties, esp

Some of th

ware”, em actually con

_ 1 | : ~ ] - o |
rain white burning clay. Others are more vellowish

or sometimes even greyish in parts poi

erial. Different

possible other light burning n

content of added sand as temper is also visil

Different sources of clay and potters’ places have

‘-ill'.‘l‘\'l{

to be L‘\’HH.‘.LlL'il_'d. However, |."L‘_\':l|'u

those v:

white ware s were found con-

temporaneously in Tissamaharama. s 1t 18

rather a matter of ‘.\c\|'|\\?1u|_\\ of dating.
Regarding

‘:'C.\Lllj'l_w at

-_—'-|i|"|‘cd white ware”, t

V

95
oc

posed a dating to abo

inteda ware

And just like with “Red-on-white

11§ 01 \Lll

o

1 was presumed in India as
And indeed, some find

“Kaolin Ware™ could be mad

to this material it was mai

for so-called

spots

e out in India. Related

urines,

but some potsherds were reported as well. The best

parallel for “Red-on-w hite painted ware” seems to

be described for Sambhar near J:
sherds

sur where pot

decorated with red geometrical des

upon a hght creamy wash or slips were state
The dating is not clear but the latest coins at the

site are Indo-Sasanian coins of copper. As tor the

the ornamental

origin it is said, pottery

described above is made of from fine white clays

found in the Jaipur state itselt”. At Kondapur and

Iy figurines are known the

Ter from where m
] '|‘\'L] Lo ]1-;

la
.!I|“.'.‘LI;"]'|‘ rcn.i . [

Nevasa, Paithan and Nz

from the

source of the clay |\ \_'l\".':

esides Kondapur other sites

irjunakonda are

\le'l'.' as

the fi

cited as parallels tc ines from Ter “in kind,
and technique™?

usually dated according to a supposed Roman

. All those figurines are

sites. From Ter we also know

2 e i
soclation at ti

of a few kaolin sherds of which two are also

covered with a red slip just like the “Red-s ipped
white ware”. The reconstructed vessel shapes are

rimless bowls or dishes and sprinklers?'. At Devn

r has been found

imori the neck of a long-necked ja
as the only example of this ware from the site®.
At Brahmapuri (Kolhapur) sherds of “soft

whitish creamy clay are reported in connection

century — 9¢

with Late Satavahana pottery (4"
century AD)”

. }"JL':_"\L'\ re a tew rare excepuions

made of “Kao from Sonkh and Kan-

rd to moldmade bowls?. For the

chipur

Bren/Charvat

Bien/Charvit 1986, 2¢

SI stvles. Bouzek 1993, 841, -

1999 71

Sahni ; unfortunat

ly no illustration is available,

1 1 I ' hirn "t {
¢ description reminds of “Red-on-white painted

1999, 479 footnote 2; see also I

kaolin clay

r, 2—/, tound

Islamic and

found in period II: (

lehta/Chowdari

!

white Kaolin-I

1966, hig,

and p. 82:

showing finely ley

and uniform firing . . . it is a common shape
in the Red Polished W
but the fine finish of
of RPW?".

alia/Dikshit

as well as in the |1i::ill ‘-'\‘-1 Warc,

| is much nearer to that

stration is available

restricted o

ts at Kon

use of kaolin

rines. P

ir; Sankali
1992. 17

source for kaolin in India see also 189, footnote 6. - For

and footnote 47; on a possible

Sankh see: Hirtel 1993, 331 and 348 nos. 137.138 from

Period V (K1

na-Period).



Pottery of so-called “Kaolin Fabric® at Tissamaharama-Citadel 361

Fig, 5.
Photos H. Schenk.

(Begley 1992, 175). At Kudavelli it is reported of
three moldmade twin pots of which one is fab-
ricated of “Kaolin clay”. They have been found
associated with two gold coins of Constantius I1
(337-361) and Anastasius (491-518)%.

Pottery of “Kaolin clay” is reported from
Jagajjivanpur as well. The shallow dishes and
bowls are described as wheel-turned, with very
thin walls and sophisticated*. The Buddhist mon-
astery is dated to the 9*/10% century AD belonging
to the Pala Period and was not occupied prior to
this (Roy 2002, 562. 577).

Some of the further sites with objects or
potsherds made of “Kaolin clay” are Adam?,
Nasik?, Karur®, Tripuri*, Mangolkot*', Dwarka®,
Bhokardan*, Kaveripattinam™, Benagutti (Sanna
t1)*®* and Ambari*. At least for Devnimori, Jaga-
jjivanpur, Kudavelli and Tripuri the function as
sacred sites is ascertained.

Nevertheless, nowhere in India this really dis-
tinctive pottery has left remarkable traces in lit-
erature. Especially the occurrence of the “Red-on-
white painted ware” is mainly confined to Sri
Lanka beside those possible pieces from Sambhar
mentioned above.

However, we can trace easily accessible depos-
its of Kaolin and just as white burning ball clays
in Sri Lanka as well””. Therefore it is reasonable

Both were used as pendants and have cancellation marks
on the obverse: Indian Archaeology — a Review 1978-79,
37. v

Roy 2002, 575, unfortunately without being illustrated.
Nath 1995, 160 in association with moldmade “Megar-
1an” ware.

Sankalia/Deo 1955, 84 pl. XX,6 (per. 1IB) with descrip-
tion: Kaolin with white paint and painted dark red light
orange.

Tissamaharama-Citadel. Red-on-white painted ware, Scale 1:2,

"

Fig, 6. Tissamaharama-Citadel. Orange-slipped white ware.
8 : PF
Scale 1:2. Photo H. Schenk.

Mahadevan 1996, 289 but both references to further
literature are nor available to me.

According to Mehta/Patel 1967, 7.

Indian Archaeology — a Review 1989-90, 108-110: Per. V
(400-600) cream ware with slip and wash besides Red
ware with thin fabric.

2 Singh 1977/78, 160: found together with RP'W, Ampho-

rae, Celadon and glazed pottery.

Deo 1973, 102 and 153: sherds and figurines.
Rajan/Raman 1994, 62 at the excavation of Vellavan
Iruppu II, a site dated about 80C to 1200 AD.

Indian Archacology-a Review 1997-98, 80 and 83, fig. 64-
65: terracotta figurines and dated to “Late Satavahana
['3L'|-.[l](.]“.

Indian Archaeology — a Review 1997-98, 9 potsherds
datable to about 9* to 10" century AD. — Singh 1977/78,
157 mentions also Arikamedu in association with Brah-
mapurt and Nasik. But Begley 1996, 132 only knows of
a white or light gray slip being diagnostic for this site.
This slip contains Kaolin according to Wheeler/Gosh/
Krishna Deva 1946, 51.

Herath 1964, 27; Cooray 1984, 222f. — Charvit 1985,
251 according to Dr. S. Deraniyagala that “Kaolin clays
are found in great quantities in Sri Lanka™
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first to assume a local origin of this p:_'ln'ur\' found
in Sri Lanka that could be ascertained by clay
analysis.

The range of dating in literature for “Kaolin
ware” is mainly from the 4 century AD to about
1200 AD as seen above™.

The excavations at Tissamaharama now provide
some additional dates.

The Archaeological Department of Sri Lanka
and KAVA

of Sri Lanka since 1992. The undergoing work is

Bonn are excavating in the South
concentrated on the citadel area of the capital
the ancient kingdom of Ruhuna, which is known
as Mahagama. Meanwhile three areas have been
investigated or still are under investigation. They
reveal settlement activities from the end of the 4"
century BC up to about 800 AD.

T'he first excavation 5r1rrcd at Tissa 1 (1992-
99) situated in the east of the cit .mcl Bedrock has
been reached by now.
strata from the up to now oldest periods until
least 1% century AD have been uncovered provid-
ing good data for the pottery chronology. The

Undisturbed features and

strata above those structures m.hmun.sul_\ were
partly disturbed. The study of the pottery could
nevertheless point to a dating up to 800 AD for
the youngest stratum.

At Tissa2 (1997-98), near the lake in the
western part of the citadel, we discovered a house
area of the 2™ century AD made of wattle and
daub with a tiled roof. It was completely destroyed
by a fire and the collapsed roof preserved the
inventory of the household. It consisted of storage
pots and other household items®. These features
in situ '-Llppm!!lu] [[w pn[tu‘. l.ﬂl\'”\?](’" <1[]LiLi¥
achieved at Tissa 1 upumil\ for the 2 century AD.

Since 1999 the ongoing work is focused on a
site in the ncighbl_m|']mc\d
area of about 650 m? is now under
In contrary to the sites of Tissa 1

Tissa 2 where an
investigation *
1 and 2, Tissa 3
now provides mostly undisturbed structures and
strata from at least the 5%/6t century AD down-
wards. In 2003 the strata of the

century AD, The features of the
tury resemble strongly those of Tissa 2. For the

we reached
and 2" cen-

3% century we could verify a furnace and some
settlement structures. Houses with brick founda
tions were built in the 4" century and in the
l".‘m'WL'Ll at
destroyed by the construction of a pillared
monastic | 'rL]l]d![]\" reusing its bricks. According to
the pottery and supported by the
finds of about 50 coins this must have hap'nmd
after 450 AD, in the 2" half of the 5" century.
Sometime in the 8" century this last building has
been destroyed as well. One of the pillars fell into
a pit whose filling contained typical pottery of
phase h according to the Tissamaharama pottery
hrunulw-\'_

course several times. They were

L]'l]i\ni.i.:)g‘_\'

(ijmH\'. however, the uppermost
layers a are dated not later than

the 6 L'L'ﬂll.]['_\' due to erosion.

Tissa2 and 3

sherd of
and eight fragments

In Tissal we had found only one
“Orange-slipped white ware”
of “Red-slipped white ware” t Tissa2 we ob-
tained two pieces of the latter and for the first time
we recognized “Red-on-white painted ware” with
two pieces beside one plain only polished frag-
ment. They all came from those more or less
disturbed or featureless upper strata dating at least
into phase g after 450 AD onwards.

The more we were surprised to find 156
Tissa 3.

i'['.'l;l_T'HL’]'ll.‘\ U[. .1” \'.'{l'i-}l'll\' tl[“ o now at

Here, the conditions for dating the younger pe-

riods luckily are much better.
“Red-on-white painted ware”

“Red- \[ippu'{ white ware”

as \\'c]l as []'IL'
are confined to those
strata and pn\ contemporary to the monastic pillar
site* H}]H GL‘(T’H\' J.fILl 450 AD 1s suppor ‘ul ]1\ the
1'&"\'Ll]L‘- at Abhayagiri excavations at .\r1LJt.uH..1pL|!,1.
The finds

medieval dating due to associated Chinese ceram

from Mantai were subscribed to an early
1cs *

Ol.mw \11[ »ed ware”, on the contrary, we
noticed mainly in connection with those brick
houses constructed in the 4" century. A beginning
in the 3" century yet cannot be excluded. One
J.I'.ll‘.{_llk'l‘:i of the plain white ware was observed in

|._1_\cr5- of the 3 century.

The end of manufacture of these potteries is not
Regarding the
slipped white ware” and “Red-on-white painted

yet known. function of “Red-
ware” a suggested ceremonial use may be under-
lined by its significant occurrence related to the

supposedly sacred building®. Pillar constructions
seem to be restricted to monastery compounds as
chapter or image houses"

The structures at Tissa 1 and 2 as well as the
settlement below the pillar site are considered as
Whether this is the reason that both

|I]L{\'1'

contexts will have to be supported by Iurmu' finds.

secular.
groups ol pottery have not been found 1

The use of “Orange-slipped ware” .1[3p¢:|ul[|l\ was
not restricted to sacred sites. Its thick-walled
fragments indicate a storage function. Neverthe
less, its ornamental decoration and paint suggests
that its vessels too were openly displayed and not

confined kitchen area.

According to Begley 1992, 157
usually have an earlier darting.

For Tissa 1 and 2 see \\'.L'i\\-!:j.ll":l\l.'lIL'Ill\'."\X-:iiL'\:‘!l"-‘ll.!

196, moldmade vessels

and Steinbring ;
See Weisshaar/Wijeyapala in this volume.

Schenk 2001, 73

into the 4'

rs to an earlier dating
century AD in connection to the brick houses. We had
just started the excavation at Tissa3 and those brick
robbery pits were not yet recognized.

Prickett 1984, 49. The sj

Kanatta is not from a strautied context

Carswe secimen from Kollan

Begley 1992, 189 footnote 5 with further references.

For this particular building see Weisshaar/Wijeyaps

this volume.
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