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C. Pohl-Thiblet

Preliminary Result on the Pottery from Garab-Dzong,

the Surroundings Settlements from Dzo-Khang and Bumche-Khang,
District Mustang, Nepal

The Garab-Dzong project as part of a research
programme dedicated to “Settlement Processes and
the Formation of States in the High Himalayas
L'l}.‘ll'.':

(h

cterised by Tibetan Culture and Tradition”

1)' was ftinanced by the German Research

Council (DFG) in Bonn. Excavations within the
area of the fortified settlement of Garab-Dzong
and the surrounding settlements of Piang-Dang,
Dzo-Khang and Bumche-Khang were carried out
by the Institute of Pre- and Early Historical
Archaeology of the Bonn University, directed by
H. Roth. Between 1994 and 1999 the field work
which dealt with the “Archaeology of Castles and
fortified Settlements in Mustang” was directed by
E. Pohl? This paper reports the first results from
Garab-Dzong and Bumche-Khang and deals with
first results of pottery analysis, which began in
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My thanks are due to E. Pohl for giving me the oppor-

tunity to work on the pottery the small finds from

-Dzong and th settlements. Further

surroun

more 1 wish t €ss my appreciaton for his :’.‘.\:|1Lu'lL'

concerni

sstrategical and historic t of this

paper. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the

Director General and the staff of HMG Department of

Archaeology Nepal for their cooperation during the

recording and drawing work time in Kathmandu, More
over, I am indebted to I. Paap and H. Schenk for their
al and

by the author, however they would not

All the draw-

extremely coll iendly supp:

INgs Were ms

have been

to be published without the patience

ing hand from H. P. Wittersheim (KAVA).

and the le

For Hiittel 1994,
espec
For preliminary reports see: Pohl 1997; Pohl/Tripathee,
1995

The pottery analysis will be part of a Ph.D. thesis that
includes as well the small finds of Garab-Dzong and the

surrounding settlements.
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GEOSTRATEGICAL AND HISTORICAL

CONSIDERATIONS

Until the closing of the border between Tibet and
Nepal, the Kali-G

main North-South Trade ways in the Himalayas®.

1daki valley was one of the

A significant number of abandoned castles and
ric loca-
tions controlling the ways through the Kali-Gan-
daki val

doned settlement of Garab-Dzong

fortified settlements are situated in strate

ey and its tributaries (fig. 2). The aban-
is located upon

L1

a hill east of the confluence of the Kali-Ganda
and the Langbo-Kyung. It controls the North-
South route through the Kali-Gandaki valley and

the route towards the East across the Mesokanto

pass on the way to Manang (fig. 3).

24

In historical sources Garab-Dzong is said to
have played a special role in the context of the
kingdom of Se-rib, which is mentioned in the
records since the 7 century AD®. Together with
glo, Se-rib was part of the conquests of the
Tibetan king Song-tsen Gam-po (629-649/50) and

had come under Tibetan supremacy within the
subjection of Zhang-zhung®. In 705 AD, after the

death of the Tibetan king Dus-srong, the Tun
huang Annals tell us about a rebellion of Se-rib

L']linll

against the Tibetan central power. This rel
had been suppressed only four years later with the

capture of the king’. After the breakdown of the

Tibetan empire at the beginning of the 9" century,

evidence of Se-rib is constantly found in the source
for the history of Mustang, but still we have no
specific indications of its precise regional extent.
According to D. P. Jackson and D.Schuh, this
regional term is rarely mentioned, but often enough
it can be concluded that Se-rib had been a political

and cultural entity that “geographically formed a

th
: Fiirer-Haimendorf 19
afen 1994; Graate
story of Must
8: 1984: Vind
ard  1993; Si

¢ North-South T
sfor the K

Seeber 1992-93,

For the importance of

| E.'.\ Il\t.-.lll

s€e il'-\_‘ 1
181ff; 1988, 1651t

th 1995a; 1995b.
& Jackson 1978 208 ff.; Vinding 1 174 .
About Zha wung see: Bellazza 2001, 42ff.
] yn 1978, 198ff. and note 8; for the sources: Bacot/

['homas/Toussaint 1940-48.
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Piang-Dang

Thin'r_ Garab-Dzong Dzo-Khang

Bumche-Khang

Kutsap-Temga ;

Fig. 3. View of the excavated sites: Garab-Dzong and the surrounding settlements. Photo C. Pohl-Thiblet,

special unit besides glo, and included areas in the

upper Kali-Gandaki valley” (Jackson 1978, 2071.;
Schuh 1995a, 91.). For the 13% century we can only
prove for Lubra that it belonged to Se-rib (Jackson
1978, 206f.; for Lubra see: Ramble 1983). From
the Cimang Bem-chag (local history record) we
know that according to local tradition the foun-
dation of Lubra took place with permission of king
Thang-mig-chen from Sum, whose life-time, how-
ever, is not known?®.

On the discussion concerning the role of Garab-
Dzong within the scope of the history of Se-rib,
Jackson has published a list of places, which have
been tributary to Garab-Dzong in the past. Except
for Marpha and the name Nye-shang (Manang),
this list only contains settlements lying north of
Garab-Dzong defining a territory south of glo
t

1at has been associated :'c']?\'.nu”_\-' with the ge-
ographical circumseription of Se-rib (Jackson 1978,
209t., note 54). Considering this historical back-
ground, archaeological evidence of an early or high
medieval fortification at Garab-Dzong will con-
tribute to the history of this little known kingdom
in the Himalayas.

Before t

1e unification of the present Nepali
kingdom at the end of the 18® century AD?, the
]M.'r“[ic;-li power in this area was divided into several
small principalities more or less under the suze-
rainty of the western kingdom of Jumla (Jackson
|(}?H, JIHH.; 1:1 .1!1(1'\(_' |‘)_]f1. [C_:'} ;"\L\_‘:'i[‘dil’]}; (£8 L]'EL'
historical sources, Garab Dzong was the centre of
a small late medieval kingdom called “Sum?”,
“Sum-bo” or “Sum Garab-Dzong”'°. However, no

explicit references of the castles or fortified settle-
ments in our area can be derived from these
sources since all the places mentioned within this
period are situated north of Garab-Dzong'.

DENDROCHRONOLOGICAL AND “C DATING AND
THE STRUCTURE OF THE SETTLEMENTS

Dendrochronological and “C dating demonstrate
that Garab-Dzong was founded in the second half
of the 16 century AD ™. The general structure of
the buildings within the upper enclosure shows
that the construction followed a central plan.
[solated due to watercourses and erosion, it is
nowadays connected to the surrounding terraces
only by a narrow saddle in the South (fig. 4 a).
With inclines steeper than 45°, the hill is easily
fortifiable on three sides and is thus eminently

Ramble/Vinding 1988, 18; on the dating of the different
names of kings see p. 7; for the legend see also Jackson
1978, 209,

Fiirer-Haimendorf 1975, 142ff; Regmi 1961, 3291.; Suill-
er 1973, 185ff.

Jackson 1978, 208ff; Vinding 1988, 174ff; Ramble/
Vinding 1988, especially 181.; Schuh 1995a, 69ff.; 1995b,
§ff.; Vinding 1978; 1998, 50ff.

Schuh 1995a, 11£, esp. 40f;

53; for Kagbeni see on the basis of the dendrochrono
I

1995h, 521.; Jackson 1976,

sical dates by B. Schmidt, Cologne in: Gutschow 1994,

-50.
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suitable for a fortified settlement, whose consid-
erable remains are preserved upon the plateau and
the slopes. Visible traces indicate that it was
secured by several concentric walls (fig. 4 b).

At the centre a rectangular open square bor-
dered b_\_-‘ dense and 5-[11\1”-\1':1[ud architecture on
three sides can be recognised. The area to the north
of the square can only be entered through an
entrance in the middle of a wall and is thus
separated from the rest of the plateau. It can be
expected that a monastery was situated in this
prominent place, which was to a large extent
visible throughout the Kali-Gandaki valley (fig. 5).

During the course of time, alterations in the
buildings were observed. The latest building ac-
tivitieés, repair work rather than full reconstruc
tions, are dated into the first half of the 19"
century (Pohl 1997, 100ff.). At that time, the

Fig. 4 a.

slope with the saddle to the sur-

Garab-Dzong, southern

rounding terraces. Photo E. Pohl.

Fig. 4 b. Garab-Dzong, view
from the northern slope and the
plateau. Photo R. Kostka.

strategic suitability of all the fortified places played
no further role due to the change of the political
situation after the conquest by the Gorkha kings.
The lack of access to water supplies and exhausting
distances to farmland and pastures made a living
at Garab-Dzong uncomfortable in peaceful times
(fig. 4b). So the people gradually changed their
households to the present non-fortified villages in
close proximity to their farmland. The ruins of the
small settlement Dzo-Khang seem to have been
one of those. Due to oral information we know
that the last inhabitants of Garab-Dzong left their
home at the beginning of the 20" century.
Whereas only insignificant traces of older pe-
riods of settlement could be uncovered at Garab-
Dzong itself, parts of an older fortification were
excavated in a settlement area called Bumche-
Khang just 500 m north of Garab-Dzong. Under
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a settlement layer belonging to the 16%-19" cen-
tury AD and characterised by common house-
~-stone wall with a
thickness of up to 1.90 m were excavated ['fig, 6).
This unusual width links the entire ]‘rui]ding with
the architecture of Khyinga Period II, which is
dated into the first millennium AD (Hittel 1997).
“C-dates of the 4™ to 7" century AD illustrate the
comparison between the second period of the

structures, double-boarded dr

settlement in Khyinga and the older period of

Bumche-Khang.

This fortification was dustrnl\-‘cd by a massive
landslide, covering the whole excavated area with
rocks up to 4 m in diameter among other mate-
rials °, The landslide had a tragic dimension for the
people proved by the excavation of a human
skeleton within a room of the fortification which
was covered by the remains of a stone-ceiling,

THE FIRST RESULTS OF THE POTTERY RECORDS

The foremost purpose of the pottery analysis will
be to provide a systematic frame based on the
stratigraphy of the different sites. The initial basis
to define the relative chronology of the pottery
will be a statistical analysis, showing changing
proportions of associated features of pottery wares,
shapes and decorations in stratigraphical correla-
tion. After their classification within an absolute
chronological frame, the regional cultural and
historical interpretation mostly based on a com
parison with the material from the excavations in
the Muktinath valley and the observations made
during surveys' will as well be a2 major purpose
of the study. The results of this analysis ought to
be a “building stone” for the comprehension and
knowledge of the cultural history, settlement proc
esses and the pattern of states in Mustang and the
adjacent regions.

Baade 2000 and pers. communication.

Mustang, Manang and Dolpo.

Fig. 6. Wall from Bumche-Khang,
representing the earlier period of the
settlement of the 4* to 7% century AD.
Photo E. Pohl. .
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Fig. 7. a. Ware 1, fragments of storage and “Chang” vessels. — b. Ware 6, globular pots. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 8. a Ware 20, — b. Ware 17. = ¢. Ware 18a. = d. Ware 18b: representative rim forms. Scale 1:3.
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different types of wares in combination with

groundwork of a 1\'[u'\li'u‘\' of the vessel shapes
which were found in the Garab-Dzong, Dzo
Khang and Bumche-Khang. Furthermore accord
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