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P. Chaudhary

Some Important Trade Routes and Trading Centres of Jammu

from Ancient Times to 10" Century AD
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Important Trade Routes and Trading Centres of Jammu

it is located at a point where river Chenab for the
first time becomes navigable. It was because of this
factor that Akhnur emerged as an important trade
centre from early days. This is indicated by the
pattern of settlement known to us from archae-
ological excavations, which suggests the beginning
of urban settlement at Akhnur in the form of an
entrepot.

Another factor, which added to Akhnur’s
importance as a trading centre, was its location on
the ancient trade routes, which connected Kashmir
on the one hand, and Sakala (Sialkot, now in
Pakistan) on the other with the rest of the Indian
Sub continent. Accordingly, we are informed that
1 connected S’akala with Kashmir,
was via Akhnur and Rajauri and Akhnur was the
main halting place on this route (Bates 1980,
4851.). Another route which p;lhscd Ihrnu;J Akhnur
was via the Shupian-Buddha pass (Bates 1980,
519)
and S’akala. Bates mentions that even though the
route remained closed from November to May due
to hL_“i\'_\' snowfall the traders of the region fre-

one route, \\,"]".1\_'

I'his route connected Kashmir with Akhnur

quently used this route as less duty was levied on
their goods on this route (Bates 1980, 519). The
route was maintained nll recently as a track and
due to its shortness it was formerly a favourite
route with Kashmiris (Rabbani 1981, 24). Kshe-
mendra, a historian from Kashmir mentions a part
of this route as Lavanasarani®. It was the ancient
salt route through which salt was imported into
the valley from the Punjab salt ranges. The route
also finds a mention in the Mughal records as the
“Mughal Route” (south west of Shupian) used by
the Mughal emperors to reach Kashmir, It was a

prominent route since ancient times, which con-
nected the valley with the rest of the sub conti-
nent’. The route was popular with the caravans’
leaders and it was at Akhnur that the caravans
moving through the land route halted (Ram 1930).
[t was also at Akhnur that the hill produce was
exchanged wit

1 the articles imported from Punjab
(Ram 1930). While going from Kashmir to Sialkot
one had to again pass through Akhnur and Rajauri.
Thus Akhnur was the main halting place for the
caravans moving from Kashmir to Sialkot and vice
VErsa.

[t therefore seems Akhnur developed mainly
because of its trade potential and continued to
flourish. Eight copper coins belonging to the
Kushana rulers Soter Megas, Kanishka and Huvis-
Tormana, the Huna ruler
along with the remains of metal smiths workshop

ka and one of perhaps

with huge quantities of iron slag

g, iron implements

and other related materials, which can be dated to
the Gupta period (Mani 2000-2001), found at
Ambaran certainly suggests this. The Iron Slag was
probably used for making various means of trans-
port. We have references to vehicles like Laghuy-
ana, Golimgam etc. which were used for commer
cial purposes fo transporting articles from one

ko
"y
-

Structural remains of a stupa. Photo

place to another (Aggarwal 1982, 651.). These must

taln]

ave required skilled carpenters and metal smiths
to build the vehicles of all sorts. It would therefore,
perhaps not be wrong to presume that the metal
smith workshop found at Akhnur was used for this
purpose. The importance of Akhnur as an entrepot
continued during the Kushana period. This is
revealed by the ample evidence in the form of
terracotta heads and other material remains of the
period. Recent excavations at Ambaran certainly
suggest that the place had a flourishing Buddhist
Monastery and a Stupa (figs. 2 and 5)% The pa-
ge provided by the Kushans to Buddhism is
a well-known fact. Certain terracotta figurines

found at Akhnur (fig. 3) clearly display the char-

Kshemendra, Samayamatrika, Sarga 11, 81.92.104.

Proceeding further west along the same ge was
another important route: the Tosa-Maidan Route. The
Tosa Maidan route was an important line of communi

cation, owing to its natural advantage as it was the

shortest and the safest route 1o Poonch (Lohara) con-
necting the valley with Punjab. At times when the
mughal route was closed on account of heavy snow the

[osa-Maidan route was used

Excavaton conducted at Ambaran, Akhnur in the year

1999-2000 under the suj

rvision of B.R. Mani.




3. Akhnur. Terracotta head. Photo courtesy ASI.

eristics of Gandhara School of art, which £
ished during the Kushana period (Fabri 1955).
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This also suggests that the place had a workshop
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period too Akhnu continued to flourish from the
economic point of view (Thappar 1980, 21) Sub-
sequently in the Mughal period, we have reterence
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ninety
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43 ]
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Akhnur was mostly through octroi as the tract

otherwise quite infertile. Hence, it 1§ very obvious

that Akhnur came into existence as a commercial

centre and continued to remain so till recent time

[t may be noted here that Akhnur also developed

collection. F. Drew reters

as a centre for um
to this

However, due to the Hu invasion such

centres of economic activity like S’akala were

disturbed and had declined. Besides, Rome, the

ined and the

biggest market of those days had dec
routes leading to Rome had become unsate. Later,
with the Arab invasion both the sea and the land
1

routes were dominated by the Arabs. This further
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the establishment of new Rajputra dynasties in

around 8® century AD in remote areas within the

Jammu hills, there was a boost to local economy
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of such remote areas (Hurtch

son/ Ve
Accordingly we are informed that scions of the
] the hills of
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Rajputra families came and settled in
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Jammu and established twenty- two royal houses

in various parts of Jammu. Detailed history of

these Rajputras 1s not known, as there are no

inscriptions and coins nor accounts exclusively

pert to them. These rulers were able to
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chaos, which was created due to Huna interr

num. However, the ternecine wars among

themselves and ascent of Ghazanavids and Ghurids

on the scene never allowed these rulers to extend

their influence beyond a limit. The territories
under their control were small. Hence, trade could
not be carried on a large scale, but these rulers
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Important Trade Rowutes and Tradi

the traders and it was the traders who brought into
existence the tamous temple of Hari Har as the
local rulers were not financia

ly prosperous enough
to indulge in art activities. During the early
medieval period when different hill principalities
started coming into existence, Balaur too attracted
a prince and thus a royal dynasty was founded.
It was the establishment of a principality which
led to the fortification of Balaur. Yet even at this

stage, its economic importance was not ignored
and therefore, not a fort but a fortified city came
into existence at Balaur.

Krimchi, now a small village of Udhampur
district, in ancient times lay on the route which
once connected the valley of Kashmir with Jam
mu- Sialkot region by the Banihal pass (Bates 1980,
24). The route remained in use as a halting place
till the time of Gulab Singh, the Ma
Jammu, and the new route via Udhampur was
started (Anita, 34). Since then Krimchi was rele-
gated to the background and lost its significance.

However, the archaeological remains from
Krimchi tell us that it was an important Kushana
site. Kushana bricks from the side of the platform
of the existing remains of the temple number 4
have been found'". Further a base of Gupta lcmpiu
too has been unearthed at Krimchi, thereby sug-
gesting that some kind of trade activity flourished
in the region. The existing groups of six temples

1araja of

n

however, belong to 10" century. The possibility
that these temples were also constructed because
of the efforts of the traders and trade guilds cannot
be ruled out. This bears evidence from the fact that
the temples bear a close resemblance with the
Bhubaneshwar and Kashmir temples. The
“shikhara” at Krimchi is in Orissan style, whereas
the columns are fluted, which were very common
in Kashmir. Moreover, unlike other founders of
states in Jammu, tradition ascribes the foundation
of the Krimchi royal house to a prince who came
from the Kashmir valley (Anita, 246f.). And that
of Kishtwar to the Rajput kings of Benga
(Hutchison/Vogel 1933, 640), Trade relations of
Kashmir with the different parts of eastern India
as well as Sakala are a well-known fact. Thus, the
Orissan and Kashmiran influence on the temples
of Krimchi is natural. There is also a possibility
that a guild of traders of Jammu and more
specifically Krimchi employed the migrant artisans

for the construction of temples and gave them free
hand to build a temple in accordance to the money
allocated for that purpose.

Similarly, Babor is on the route which connect-
ed Jammu as well as Kashmir with Chamba and
was used by the people of Kashmir to enter
Chamba region (Bates 1980). The place has also
yielded a foundation of Kushana bricks. According
to the Archaeological Survey of India, if more
extensive excavation is carried out in the region,
it may yield some positive results. The temple
building of this region too it seems did not depend

of Janimu 257

4. Akhnur. Ter

7 acotta figure. Photo courtesy Dogra
Art Museum, Jammu.

Fig. 5. Ambaran. Copper reliquary. Photo courtesy ASL.

upon royal munificence and was the work of the
trade guilds.

Poonch and Rajauri were two states that were
very important from the point of view of trade
since ancient times. They were so significant that
even their foundation is ascribed to the merchant
Nara (Kalhana 1892, 712). Accordingly we are
informed that the states of Rajauri and Poonch

Archaeology reports.
28
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ring to the corrupt administration in the valley
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even accepted chillies as bribe, the suggesting
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Hutchison/Vogel 1933, 643. The name of dried apricot
used in hills is kishta.
Census ot 1921, vol. 22, part 1 (reprint), Lahore
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Pan) As far as imports were concerned, the
area, besides importing salt from Panjab, also
imported sugar, cotton, copper, pepper etc. The
local produce of the region was transported to the
other parts of Jammu as well as outside Jammu
via the land routes mentioned earlier.

Thus, we find that the region of Jammu devel-
oped because of the requirement of either big or
small entrepot and continued to flourish till the
advent of Hunas, After the Huna interregnum it

continued to thrive on local trade. The local trade
5 . , L

was mainly in the hands of the Kashmiri traders,
who were very enterprising. References to Kash-

miri traders carrying on trade with different re-

gions, like Sakala, Bengal, etc. are many (Damo-
dargupta 1961; Chandra 1977; Warmington 1974).
This is so because Kashmiri traders did not confine
their interest only 1n Kashmir’s own products but

also acted as agents for the sale of products of

other areas. Jammu region continued to thrive on
" 1 o yvih g .
trade until as late as the 18" century. Hutchison
and Vogel write, “During Ranjit Dev's reign, the
: ot :
town of Jammu prospered greatly. The contusion

and disorder on the l‘l.lil‘.s diverted trade to the
hills and many wealthy merchants had sought

asylum or established branch firms for safety and

security. To all alike, Hindu or Mohammedan, the
king extended a warm welcome and his capital
grew and flourished” (Hutchison/Vogel 1933, 542).

There 15 a

al of old trade
routes during that time (Hutchison/Vogel 1933,
542).

lso a reference to the reviv

Discussions with S, Sharma, [)\-;\.:.|[|‘.:k||r ol History,

Jammu University.

Trade Centres and Routes in North India
AD). Delhi.

Abu-*r-Rathan Muhammad Ibn-Ahmad al-
Biruni, Alberuni’s India. An account of the

religion, philosophy, literature, geography,

L‘lH"..‘HI_)l\J;“\. astronomy, customs, law and

’1-'\||s:_'|\ of India about 1030 AD, 2 vols.,
ed. by E. C. Sachau/S. Chand. Delhi, 1964.

Anita

1991 Ancient temples of Krimchi. Jammu.

!)J.';il:‘s, (\ E

kS A Gazetteer of Kashmir and the adjacent

district of Kishrwar, Bardwar, Jammu,
Naoshera, Poonch and the valley of Kishen
Delhi.

Ganga.

159

Chandra, M.
1977 Trade and T
New Delhi.

e Routes in Ancient India.

iningham, A.

1963 Ancient geography of India, the Buddhist

period 1, including the campaigns of Alex-

ander and travels of Hieun Tsang. V

Damodargupta

1961 Kuttanimatta Kavya. Varanasi.
Drew, E.
1971 The Jummoo & Kashmir territories, a geo-

wphical account. 1% reprint, Delhi.

1955 Akhnur Terracottas. In: Marg, vol. 8(2),

March, 53-64.

Hutchison, J./Vogel, J.
1933 History of the Panjab Hill States, 2 vols.
Lahore; repr. New Delhi 1999.

Kalhana, R.

1892 A chronicle of the Kings of Kashmir. 2 vols.,
English translation by M. A. Stein. Repr.
Delhi.

Mani, B. R.

| Excavation at Ambaran 1999-2000 and

E.)\i[il'l'__‘_ of Akhnur Terracotta Heads. In:
i'l'\l_&_',LH_l.'II'._l. 11.

Rabbam, G. M.

1981 Ancient Kashmir — A Historical Perspective.
SriNagar.

Ram, A.
1930

Review of the Assessment Report of the
Akhnur Tehsil of the Jammu District. Jam-
Imu.
Rhys Davids, T. W. (transl.)

Milinda Panho, “The Question by King
Milinda”, Sacred Books of the East Series,
vol. 35. Repr. India 1982.

Singh, M. M.
1967 Life in North
times. Delhi.

lastern India in pre-Mauryan

Sin;:['i, Y. B.

1976 Commercial Activities in Ancient Kashmir.
In: Proceedings of the Punjab History
Congress, 10" session, February 28-29,

a, 1976.

Punjabi University, Patia

r]“h.||\p.1|\ B. K. (ed.)

1980 Indian Archaeology Review, 1976-77. Cal-
cutta.

Warmington, E. H.

1974 The Commerce between the Roman Empire
and India. London/New York 1928; 2

revised and enlarged edition. Delhi.




