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lisation of Shahi-Tump.

The site of i-Tump 1s located in Makran,
southern Pakistani Balochistan, near the town of
Turbat in the Kech valley (fig. 1). The French

Archaeological Mission in Makran has excavated

this site since 1997,

In the chronology of the

¢<ran, the site of

protohistorical settlement of Ma
Shahi-Tump is relevant to three main periods, called
“II1a”, “I1” anc

a, In press D).

“I” (Besenval 1994, 2000, in press

e mound (Trench II, fig. 2), an

At the top o

important graveyard, which belongs to the so-

-3 .
5 |'h"\i'. gxXcavated during ||1'L'

ed Period 1112

cal

previous tield-seasons. This period is dated to the
and the beginning of the 3"

2800 BC). Except for one

llfL' 44
millennium BC (3

k"l\i (

‘\:'].ll.'l" was ':\IliI'ILil ]]’H“\ Vear i[] -].{'L_‘HL'II !\.

nplete study of this period was carried out

in 2001, on the three areas excavated: Trenches
I, IT and III.

Thus, the main tasks for the last field-seasons
2003) were specifically the study of periods I1
ins in the first half of the 4
—3400 BC). Only few evidenc-
es of this period have been recognized in Makran
for the moment: at Shahi Tump, Miri Qalat and
Sar-1 Damb. Neverthe

be explained below, a series of funeral and architec-

and ! [’;'['i\!d [ |

millennium BC (

ess at Shahi-Tump, as it will

tural levels was already observed providing well

defined pottery assemblage. Period I, on the con-
trary, is yet very vaguely defined. It relates to the
most ancient levels dug up in only a small area at
Miri |

Min Qa

at. These levels are characterized by the
v [ .
lack of pottery and by some circular structures

found in Trench I at Shahi Tump. It is yet an issue
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to fix this period into the whole
Makran, but 1t may
millennium BC.
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belong to the 5 or the 6%

Concerning Period II, more precisely, one of
our main objectives was to study the internal con-
[t means, first of all,
the study of [hg important upper levels of architec
ture found in
ancient levels with graves and architecture
ed at a lower altitude in Trench I1I. A new trench
(Trench IV). It links Trenches
[T and III, and has allowed us both to extend the
excavation of the f Period II and to
get an important South-Northerly cross section of
the site (fig. 2)

The results will be presented

figuration of its various levels.

I'rench 11, then, the study of the more

excavat-

was opened in 2003

below by excava
tion areas, from the top of the site to the deepest

levels reached.

TrencH 11

This area is located at the top of the site (fig.

Below the graveyard of Period Illa, two architec-
tural levels define two separate stages of Period II.
We will not emphasis on the upper one, which was

already discussed elsewhere (Besenval, in press b),
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of Shahi-
Tump, localisation of the
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The site
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only some of its features will be reca led 1n this

paper.

The upper phase of Period I

A \'L:1\_r1] map of the Upper Phase could be pre-
pared although the basal levels and many structures
were dan nt.;u.i by the numerous mlﬂkwmm burials.
However, as most of domestic struc-
tures are still there, it has allowed us to identify
several rooms and corridors (fig. 3).

f the biggest

The architectural features of this phase are main
ly characterized by the presence of imposing pillars
and walls made of stones set in loam mortar.
Remains of mud bricks were found on some of
them. The fact that they were partially deepened
leads us to assume that they acted as foundations.
The study of the architectural structures has shown
that they were rebuilt on the remains of an earlier
burnt and collapsed building. The dismantling of
one nl 151(. Most massive [‘lHd:\ }1 as also LL(. IHOH‘\H at-
ed that burnt building material was sometimes
reused in their construction. The collapse, which
most the entire surface of Trench 11, is due
to a fire that affected the lower phase. Just before
the reconstruction activities of the upper phase, a

covers a

phase of desertion was observed.
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Fig. 3. Trench II, the Upper Phase of Period II.

The lower phase of Period I

i o
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Underneath the removed upper parts, the layers of
the collapse seemed to be undisturbed and its struc
ture can be divided into three main levels. The first
one on the top is characterized by significant quan
tities of fallen burnt mud bricks, as well as elements

like vegetal imprints in clay, interpreted as roofi

I o]
materials. The second one is a layer of burnt sed-
iment with a lot of charcoal and some well pre-
served wooden beams. The number of fallen burnt
mud bricks decreased at that level, but the elements

of roofing are still present. The third one, just near

the ground level, consists of a layer of small stones
lying in burnt sediment with charcoal, bones and
pottery. This layer looks like the result of a flood
or a leaching effect.

The good preservation of the collapse will cer-
tainly allow us to detine more precisely the se-
quence of the fire. The large amount of charcoal
and wooden beams will probably provide informa
tion on the environment and good samples for

radiocarbon dating.

Illl!f; ;;I'\ILHHi |g"\-‘l_']

Underneath the collapse, the plan of the burnt
architecture shows a different layout of rooms and
corridors than the upper phase (fig. 4). Neverthe

less, the type of construction remains the same,
with massive pillars made of stones and mud bricks

walls on stone foundations. We also noticed the
presence of mud bricks pillars, a new element that
we had not seen in earlier layers, and the presence
of a terrace made with a mud brick pavement,
affixed onto a stone foundation, located in the
northern part of the excavation.

The different areas are characterized by the
presence of fireplaces: different chimneys as well as
numerous kinds of ovens. The artefacts have most
ly been found in the bottom layer of the collapse,

which seems to have destructed the floors. This

level has provided some interesting shapes and
decorations of pottery from Period II; several awls
made of bone, some clay figurines, beads and stone

bowls h.'-.\'L‘ EJL‘.&'H iLlu}ILii-iu].

TrencH IV (fig. 5)

This trench, located between Trench II and
Trench III (fig. 2), was opened during the 2003
field-season in order to connect the levels of these
two areas and to establish a second major strat
graphical axis. As expected, we found the same
sequence as observed in TrenchIl: a grave of
Period I11a located just below the top of the site,
then a level with stone architecture, and, at the end,
a level with burnt collapse. Those two lower levels

[n‘hmg to Period II.
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We found evidence of a Period II graveyard only

on the northern slope, through the ditferent se
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burials found in Trench I may be dated to Period 11
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Trench I1L

we found a lot of charcoal, ashes and burnt soil.
The pit contained huge stones.

The archaeological remains collected in this lev el
look quite different from w hat we have ever seen 1n
Shahi-Tump. The flints are smaller and the assem-
blage looks like a microlithic one, the worked

1}0[](}‘\ are C:]ﬁl'.l ‘\]!l'll'IL']' .lﬂd more ITId‘%\'i\-L‘.

Paleobotanic analysis

The first analysis of the Period II paleobotanic
remains has been performed by A. Shanshen Henry
under the direction of M. Tengberg. Concerning

2002

levels excavated before 2002, many samples from
Trench II and I have been studied. A geographical
comparison in the one hand between Miri Qalat
and Shahi-Tump and a chronological one on the
other have been ill.‘sliu‘.lfut{.

The scale of the sample assortment appears to be
similar at both sides in the Kech Valley. The main
subsistence of these populations seems to have been
cereal crops (wheat and barley), Fabaceae and gath-
ered fruit like the dwarf palm (Nannorrhops ritch-
ieana), the date palm (Phoenix dactilyfera), and the
jujube tree. We can notice a real evolution through
chronology: as the proportion of cereal crops in-

creases. a real selection of varieties appears. This

/ C. Buguet / B.

stones

mud-brick

hearths

d Chimney

continuity and the progression testify the begin-
ning of agriculture in Shahi-Tump through Periods
[T and IIL. On the contrary, the wild specimens of
other plants observed are decreasing. Barley is also
becoming more and more prevalent, maybe because
it is sometime resistant to harsh environmental
l_'\PnLh[i“H.\.

Samples collected in the hut-basements locus
described in Trench I, show a botanical spectrum
different from the upper levels, including those
observed into the quadrangular buildings. For the
oldest part of the mound, wild plants were the more
numerous, specifically some kinds of Fabaceae,
olium and Medicago. If cereal
crops are also represented (not all the varieties in

type Astragalus, T

the other levels were studied yet), it is in a lower
proportion, and more wheat than barley was ob-
served. These preliminary conclusions mixed with
archeological observations reveal a real originality

of the oldest settlement attested in Makran.

CoNCLUSION: OBJECTIVES FOR THE NEXT FieLD-
SEASONS

For the next field-seasons, we will continue to
study mostly Period 11 and its diversity ot Mz;lws:
it means that for Trenches 11 and IV, we will need
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to reach the contemporaneous levels of the grave

yard, and learn more about its extent. Concerning
Trench 111, the aim is to understand the most an-
cient architectural structures of Period I and then,
]11L’ Pu‘]'iﬂtl 1 ]t‘\'u1\'.

Moreover, the completion of the south north

\\-'\il'L{ Cross ._~'L"L'liLJH \'11" 1hC ‘ii‘.L’ W l” .‘.l]{‘\\" ustoc

a better phasine and perhaps to integrate our data
I 2 I 2

into the chronological sequence of Mehrgarh-
Nausharo-Pirak
most important sequence for the Chalcolithic and

As a matter of fact, it gives us the

Neolithic periods of Balochistan.

During these last field-seasons, we collected
many samples for the radiocarbon dating, especial
ly in the burnt buildings of Trench Il and in the
deepest levels of Trench L The radiocarbon se-
quence should be established as soon as possible to

confirm the relative chronology.

Marcon /

C. Buguet / B. Mutin
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